Journal of Police Geography

Online ISSN: 2717-140X

Journal Homepage: www.pogra.jrl.police.ir

Law Enforcement and Security Implications of the Water Crisis with an Emphasis

on Social Unrest in South Khorasan Province

Mohammad Jalalzade >, Abdollah Hendiani 2, Ali Osanlu 3, Abraham Davoodi *

1. Department of Crime Prevention Management, Amin University of Police Sciences, Tehran, Iran

Email: mjalalzade1361@yahoo.com

2. (Corresponding Author) Department of Strategic Management, Faculty of Command and Staff, Amin University of Police

Sciences, Tehran, Iran

Email: hendiani.s1343@gmail.com

3. Department of Geography, Amin University of Police Sciences, Tehran, Iran

Email: ali.osanlu@yahoo.com

3. Department of Department of Strategic Management and Futures Studies, Amin University of Police Sciences, Tehran, Iran

Email: davoodi57@chmail.ir

ARTICLEINFO

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Paper

Received:
26 July 2024

Received in revised form:

29 September 2024
Accepted:

10 November 2024
Available online:
23 December 2024

Keywords:

Law Enforcement and
Security Implications,
Water Crisis,

Social Unrest, South
Khorasan.

Background and Aim: Environmental crises, particularly water
scarcity, have become significant security concerns in recent years.
Identifying the causes and consequences of this crisis is essential to
prevent it from escalating into a severe security issue. This study
examines the law enforcement and security implications of water
scarcity, focusing on social unrest.

Methodology: The research is applied in nature and employs a
qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach. Data were collected from
17 participants through purposive sampling until data saturation was
reached. Information was gathered using document analysis, semi-
structured interviews, and thematic analysis. Additionally, statistical
data and maps related to water crisis-induced unrest were obtained
from relevant organizations and FARAJA and analyzed using ARC
GIS software.

Results: Water crises result from both human and natural factors,
leading to a rising trend of village depopulation between 2015 and
2021. Analysis of drought maps based on the SPI index and the study
of protest gatherings from 2018 to 2023 indicate an increasing trend
in water-related unrest, particularly in high-stress regions. The extent
of crisis-affected areas reached its peak in 2023, with only 3.67% of
the province’s total area remaining non-critical.

Conclusion: The expansion of crisis-affected areas and the growing
number of cities and villages impacted by water scarcity have
intensified social unrest and security challenges. To manage this crisis
effectively, a shift from reactive to preventive water governance is
essential. Continuous monitoring of water-related developments and
strategic planning for conflict-prone areas must be prioritized.
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