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Rhythmic Cycles in Safi al-Din al-Urmaw1 's Musical Treatises

Abstract:

Saft al-Din al-Urmaw1, renowned for his seminal works, innovative theories, and contributions to
Eastern music theory, is regarded as the founder of a new era in the history of Eastern musical
thought. He studied mathematics, music, rational sciences, literature, history, astronomy,
calligraphy, and jurisprudence at the Mustansiriyya Madrasa in Baghdad. During his lifetime, he
gained the attention of state officials and was appointed as a manuscript scribe (mustansikh) at
the Abbasid court library under Khalifa al-Musta ‘sim bi-llah and later as the head of the chancery
(diwan al-insha’) during the Ilkhanate period. Known by the epithet " Sahib al-Adwar", al-
Urmawn is frequently cited as an authoritative source in numerous works on music history and
theory written in Arabic, Turkish, and Persian, owing to his groundbreaking theories and
innovations presented in his two major treatises: al-Adwar fi al-Misiqi (Kitab al-Adwar) and al-
Risala al-Sharafiyya fi al-Nisab al-Ta’lifiyya (al-Risala al-Sharafiyya). An analysis of al-
Urmawi’s works reveals his precise knowledge of topics such as the definition and characteristics
of naghme (musical tones), dastan (musical notes), their intervals and proportions, ajnas and their
ratios, adwar mashhiira (well-known cycles), Ud tunings and adwar Iqa‘i (cycles rhythmic). This
study, which adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library research and
musicological analysis, examines the Iqa‘at (rhythmic cycles) and their descriptions in al-
Urmawi’s two works Kitab al-Adwar and al-Risala al-Sharafiyya and interprets them using
modern musical notation. The findings demonstrate that Urmawi explained the following
rhythmic cycles—saghil awwal, saqil sani, khafif saqil, saqil ramal, ramal, khafif ramal, muda‘af
ramal, hazaj, fakhti, and fakhti zaid—using two distinct methods: the atanin system and prosodic
(af“al ‘arudi) terminology. A key observation is that there are discrepancies between some of the
rhythmic cycles described in Urmawi’s two works, both in terms of the temporal unit value within
each cycle and in the arrangement or pattern of cycles sharing the same temporal unit. For
instance, the cycles khafif saqil, khafif ramal and hazaj are described with differing temporal
values in the two texts, whereas ramal, hazaj (second form), and fakhti, despite having identical
temporal values, are presented with distinct patterns. Furthermore, the saqil awwal cycle
maintains the same temporal value and pattern in both works. Additionally, the saqil sani cycle,
described in al-Risala al-Sharafiyya as equivalent to 8 temporal units, is presented in Kitab al-
Adwar with the same pattern but as two consecutive cycles totaling 16 temporal units.

Keywords: Saffi al-Din al-Urmawi, music, music risala, music history, cycles rhythmic.
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Safiaddin Urmavinin Musiqi Risalalerinda Ritmik Dévralar

Xlasa:

Saofiaddin Urmovi, giymatli osarlorin muollifi, yeni nozoriyyslorin togdimatgist va Sorg musigisi
nozariyyssinds innovasiyalari ilo Sorg musigisi tarixinds yeni bir dovriin banisi kimi taninir. O,
Bagdadin Miistonsiriyys maktobindas riyaziyyat, musigi elmi, hamginin agli elmlor, odabiyyat, tarix,
astronomiya, Xottatliq vo figh saholorinds tohsil almigdir. Yasadigi dévrdo ddvlst rasmilarinin
diggatini calb edon Urmovi, Mistasim-Billah dénaminds Abbasilor saray kitabxanasiin miistonsixi
(niisxagi), Elxanilor dovriinds iso Divan-iil insanin raisi tayin edilmisdir. “Sahib-iil ©dvar” lagobi
ilo taninan Urmavi, iki asas asari olan “al-Odvar fi-1 Musiqi” (Kitab-il Odvar) va “ar-Risalatiis-
Sarafiyya fi-n  Nisbatit-Ta 'lifiyya” (or-Risalotiis-Sorafiyys) vasitasilo toqdim etdiyi yenilikci
nozariyyalora goro orab, tirk vo fars dillarinds yazilmis musiqinin tarixi vo nazariyyasino dair
asorlords etibarli monbs kimi istinad edilmisdir. Urmavinin asarlarinin tohlili gdstorir ki, o, sasin
torifi vo xUsusiyystlori, dostanlar (psrdolor) vo onlarin &lgiilari, cinslor vo nishatlori, araliq vo
nisbotlori moghur dovrlor, udun kdklonmasi vo igayi (ritmik) dovrlor kimi movzular Gzro dogiq
molumatlar vermisdir. Bu moagalonin mogsadi tasviri-tohlili xarakter dasiyan vo kitabxana
aragdirmalart ilo musiqili tohlil metodlar1 vasitaSilo toplanmis malumatlar osasinda Urmavinin
“Kitab-iil Odvar” va “ar-Risalatiis-Sarafiyya” asorlorinds iqayi dovrlari todqiq edib onlarin miiasir
not yazisi sistemi ilo izahini aragdirmaqdir. Arasdirma gostarir ki, Urmovi “Kitab-zil Odvar” va “ar-
Risalotiis-Sarafiyya” asorlorinds mizakirs etdiyi saqil-i avval, soqil-i sani, xafif saqil, saqil roml,
roml, xofif roml, miizaaf roml, hozac, faxti vo faxti zaid kimi ritmik dovrlori iki forgli Usulla, yani
atonin vo oruz of’ali vasitasilo izah etmisdir. Digor vacib natico ondan ibaratdir ki, Urmavinin har
iki asarindo tosvir olunan bazi ritmik dovrlor arasinda zaman vahidlorinin say1 vo ya eyni zaman
vahidi daxilinds diiziiliis niimunslori baximindan farglor miisahids edilir. Xofif saqil, xofif roml va
hazoc dovrlari har iki asards forgli zaman doyorlori ilo izah olunmusdur. Raml, hazoc (ikinci
formasi) va faxti eyni zaman vahidlorina malik olsalar da forgli nimunalorls taqdim edilmisdir. Bu
forglora slavs olaraq, har iki asards Saqil-i avval ddvranin eyni zaman doyarino va niimunasine
malik oldugu askar edilmisdir. Homginin, “or-Risalatiis-Sarafiyya”ds 8 zaman vahidinin doyorins
borabar olan Saqil dovrs “Kitab-iil Odvar’da da eyni naxisla, lakin onun iki dévrasine borabar, 16

zaman vahidinin dayarino barabor tosvir edilmisdir.
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Safiyiiddin Urmevi’nin Risilelerinde {ka‘i Devirler

Ozet:

Sark musiki nazariyati tarihinde telif ettigi kiymetli eserler ve ortaya koydugu anlayis ve
yontemlerle yeni bir dénemin kurucusu olarak bilinen Urmevi, riyazi ve masiki ilminin yani sira
Bagdat’ta Miistansiriyye Medresesi’nde Akli ilimler, edebiyat, tarih, ilm-i niicim, hat ve fikihta
kendini gelistirip yasadig1 devletler doneminde, devlet erkaninin dikkatini ¢ekerek, Miista‘sim-
BillAh déneminde Abbasi sarayinda kiitiiphane miistensihi, Ilhanli déneminde ise Ciiveyni

tarafindan da Divan-1insa’nin bagina getirilerek gorev yapmuistir. “Sahibii’l-Edvar” lakabryla anilan

Toplulugu Ogretim Gorevlisi Urmevi, ortaya koydugu yeni masiki anlayis1 ve telif ettigi Kitdbii’[-Edvar ve er-Risdletii’s-

Serefiyye fi 'n-Nisebi’t-Te lifiyye adli eserleri ile kendisinden sonra kaleme alinan bir¢ok Arapga,
Tiirkge ve Fars¢a yazilan esere kaynaklik etmistir. Urmevi'nin telif ettigi eserlerin igerigine
bakildiginda nagmenin tarifi ve ozellikleri, perdeler, araliklar ve oranlari, cinsler ve oranlari,
meshir devirler, diizenler ve ika‘? devirler gibi konular hakkinda detayli bilgiler verdigi
anlasilmaktadir. Betimsel nitelikli olup verilerinin kaynak tarama ve miiziksel analiz yontemleriyle
elde edilen bu ¢alismanin amaci, Urmevi tarafindan Kitdbii 'I-Edvar ve er-Risdletii ’s-Serefiyye fi 'n-
Nisebi’t-Te lifiyye adl1 eserlerde hangi ika‘i devirlerin ele alindigi, ele alinan 1ka‘1 devirlerin hangi
yontemlerle tarif edildigini inceledikten sonra bu ika‘i devirleri giiniimiiz nota yazim sistemiyle
izah etmektir. Bu arastirma ve ¢alismanin sonucunda Urmevi’nin Kitdbii’l-Edvar ve Risale-i
Serefiyye’de ele aldig1 Sakil-i Evvel, Sakil-i Sani, Hafif Sakil, Sakil Remel, Remel, Hafif Remel,
Muza‘af Remel, Hezec, Fahti ve Fahti-i Zaid 1ka‘l devirlerini etdnin yontemi ve tef‘ileleri
kullanarak farkli iki sekilde izah ettigi anlasilmistir. Bir diger dnemli husus ise Urmevi’nin her iki
eserinde de tarif ettigi baz1 ika‘i devirler arasinda zaman degeri ve zaman degeri ayni olsa bile
kaliplar1 acgisindan farkliliklarin oldugu anlagilmistir. Hafif Sakil, Hafif Remel ve Hezec ka‘l
devirleri bahsi gecen iki eserde farkli zaman degerleriyle tarif edilmisken Remel, Hezec (ikinci
sekli) ve Fahti ika‘1 devri de ayn1 zaman degerlerine sahip olmalarina ragmen farkli kaliplarla tarif
edildigi tespit edilmistir. Bu farkliliklarin yani sira Sakil-i Evvel 1ka‘? devrinin her iki eserde de
ayn1 zaman degeri ve kaliba sahip oldugu tespit edilmistir. Ayrica Risale-i Serefiyye’de tarif edilen
8 zamanli Sakil-i Sani ka‘1 devri Kitdbii’I-Edvar’da ayni kalipla ancak iki devrine esit olarak, yani

16 zamanl seklinde tarif edildigi tespit edilmistir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Safiyiiddin Urmevi, Misiki, Musiki Risaleleri, Misiki Tarihi, ika‘? Devirler.
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