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Abstract

The Fertile Crescent is the region where the economic, social, and ideological changes that
marked the beginning of the Neolithic Age first appeared. One of the components of Neolithi-
zation is the Revolution of Symbols, which was prominently manifested in the Neolithic fig-
urine art. In general, the making of figurines has an older background than the Neolithic era,
because figurine art is considered one of the important aspects of Neolithization. From the
middle of 9,000 BC, alongside animal figures, a limited number of human figures with sche-
matic lines have also been documented. A fundamental transformation involved the construc-
tion of human figures, which appeared in most Neolithic sites at the end of the 8th century BC.
T-shaped figures are one of the abstract human forms from the Neolithic era, and they have
been an essential feature of the Pottery Neolithic period, with prevalence in some Neolithic
sites in northern Mesopotamia, as well as western and southwestern Iran. T-shaped figurines
are one of the primary shapes of Neolithic figurines found at sites such as Tepe Sheikhi Abad,
Tepe Sarab, Ali Kosh, Sabz, Chagha Sefid, Tepe Tula’i, Chogha Bonut, Chogha Mish, Tepe Sang-i
Chakhmagq, Jarmo, and Cay6nil. This article aims to evaluate and study these questions using
a descriptive-analytical research method, drawing on library resources. Specifically, it seeks
to determine in which sites and periods of the Neolithic era T-shaped body evidence is most
common or can be traced. The origin of T-shaped bodies can be seen in which region(s) of the
Fertile Crescent? T-shaped figurines are in line with the expansion of transregional relations
during the Pottery Neolithic era (from approximately 7,000 to 6,000 BC). They have spread
along with items such as engraved pottery and Obsidian in the Zagros region, which may be
related to herding and nomadic societies.
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Introduction

The Neolithic was a critical period in
cultural and technological development,
witnessing the transition from a way of
life based upon hunting and foraging
to one based primarily upon farming
(Weeks, 2013: 49). Unlike other regions
of the world, such as Europe, where the
Neolithic arrived suddenly, in the Near
East this process was endemic and spread
over three thousand years. Its various
components (economic, technological,
and ideological) gradually occurred in a
specific order. One of the components of
Neolithization is the Revolution of Sym-
bols, which was prominently manifest-
ed in the Neolithic figurine art (Cauvin,
2002: 237). One of the common forms of
building figurines in the Neolithic sites
of the Iranian plateau and some sites in
northeastern Iraq is the T-shaped figu-
rines, which have not been extensively
researched so far. T-shaped figurines are
one of the main shapes of the Neolith-
ic figurines in the sites of Tepe Sheikhi
Abad, Tepe Sarab, Ali Kosh, Sabz, Chagha
Sefid, Tepe Tula’i, Chogha Bonut, Chogha
Mish, Tepe Sang-i Chakhmagq, Jarmo, and
Cayonii have been obtained (Fig. 1)

Methodology

This article aims to evaluate and study
these questions using a descriptive-an-
alytical research method, drawing on
library resources. Specifically, it seeks to
determine in which sites and periods of
the Neolithic era T-shaped body evidence
is most common or can be traced. The
origin of T-shaped bodies can be seen in
which region(s) of the Fertile Crescent?

Discussion

A T-shaped human clay figurine was
found in trench 2 of Sheikhi Abad in
peat and coal mass, which is very similar
to Venus’s figurine of Sarab, only its size
is smaller (Fig. 2). Of the 2400 clay figu-
rines discovered at Tepe Sarab, human
clay figurines are the most abundant
form. These clay figurines were often
well-made, reflecting a great degree of
manual dexterity. Seven different cate-
gories of human figurines and five types
of female figurines are recognisable
among the Tepe Sarab human figurine
corpus (Daems, 2004; Broman Morales,
1990). T-shaped human figures in Tepe
Sarab include cylindrical (stem-like) ob-
jects with an abstract double-winged
base, which stand on their bases. All the
T-shaped bodies of Tepe Sarab, except for
one, are tiny and can be divided into five
main groups (Fig. 3-4). A total of 53 figu-
rines were found during the exploration
of Ali Kosh and Sabz sites in Dehloran.
T-shaped figurines feature cylindrical
stems positioned at the center of an elon-
gated and often slightly curved base. Out
of a total of 12 T-shaped figurines, ten of
them are related to the Mohammad Jafar
phase, one is from the layer D mound of
Tepe Sabz and one figurine is from the B1
phase of Ali Kosh (Hole et al., 1969: 226-
227) (Fig. 5). The fundamental continu-
ity of the figures of Mohammad Jaffar’s
phase can be seen in Chagha Sefid, where
human figures are rare and always vio-
lent. T-shaped figurines in the Dehloran
plain, which started from the Ali Kosh
phase, increase strongly in the Sefid and
Sorkh phases (152 samples), so that at this
time they can be considered as one of the



Ancient Iranian Studies | 3kl o 5l 26lia s

most common types of figurines (Fig.
6). As in the basal levels at Chogha Mish
and at Choga Bonut, the human figurines
predominate in the Aceramic, formative,
and Archaic o phases. The human clay
figurines from Choga Bonut can be divid-
ed into three major categories: T-shaped
figurines, figurines with abbreviated an-
atomical features, and highly abstract
figurines. T-shaped figurines consist of
an elongated ovoid base, from the center
of which rises a narrow thorn-like pro-
jection (Alizadeh, 2003: 67) (Fig. 7). The
appearance of the T-shaped figurines of
Choga Mish and their decorations are en-
tirely similar to the examples of Chogha
Bonut, and the carving lines on the base
and head are created by scratching nails
(Fig. 8). During the limited exploration of
Tepe Tula’i, a number of T-shaped bod-
ies (111 samples with dimensions of 1 to
4 c¢cm) were obtained, one of them was
made of stone. All the T-shaped figurines
obtained at Tepe Tula’i are obtained from
pits, most of them are related to layer
d, and the least of them are in layers a
and c (Hole, 1974) (Fig. 9). Tepe Sang-i
Chakhmaq has yielded many figurines
that represent both animals and human
beings. More than fifty figurines have
been found in the West Tepe, about half
of which are human figurines. At the East
Tepe, over one hundred, mostly animal
figurines have been uncovered. There
are not many human clay figurines from
Tepe Sang-i Chakhmag. Those of the East
Tepe are realistic, and those of the West
Tepe are abstract. Their colors are grey or
pinkish beige, and they are lightly fired
or baked, just like the animal figurines.
Furusato divided these human figurines

into three types. Those of type I have a
realistic form, and all come from the East
Tepe. Types II and III are abstract forms
and are found only at the West Tepe. The
shape of type ITis cylindrical. Two of them
are perforated at the throat, and one is in-
cised with two vertical lines at the neck.
Because of their shapes, the figurines of
type III are termed “double-wing-based”
figurines or “T-shaped” figurines (Furu-
sato, 2014: 24) (Fig. 10). The total number
of figurines with double-wing bases in
Jarmo is 314 and includes different forms.
These types of figurines were obtained
only from the upper levels of Jarmo, cor-
responding to the upper 2 to 2.5 meters.
Most of the samples are concentrated in
the upper 1 to 1.5 meters (Broman Mo-
rales, 1983: 369-370, 385) (Fig. 11). Also,
in the Cayonii from the 8th millennium
BC in southeast Turkey, a small dou-
ble-winged base figurine (T-shaped) with
worn surfaces was found (Broman Mo-
rales, 1990: 65) (Fig. 12).

Conclusion

The prevalence of T-shaped figurines as
one of the most essential features of the
pottery Neolithic period from the 7th
millennium BC until the beginning of the
6th millennium BC was common in some
sites such as Jarmo (upper layers), Sarab,
Mohammad Jaffar, and Sefid phases in
Dehloran, Chogha Bonut, Tepe Tula’i, and
Chogha Mish in Khuzestan. At this time,
with the expansion of trans-regional re-
lations, T-shaped figurines and pottery
with inter-regional styles, such as Jarmo
tadpole motifs and Tepe Sarab type pot-
teries, along with the exchange of obsid-
ian at Neolithic sites in the western and
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southwest regions, have become preva-
lent. Undoubtedly, the wide geograph-
ical range, from the T-shaped figurines
in northern Mesopotamia to the central
and southwestern Zagros of Iran, which
even extends to Tepe Sang-i Chakhmagq
in the northeast of the central plateau
of Iran, is more than just an incident or
a child’s fabrication. Although the gender
is not clear in most T-shaped figurines, in
some cases, the carving lines under the

chin can be considered a sign of mascu-
linity in the figurine, or the presence of
a prominent appendage in front of the
chest can be seen as a symbol of feminin-
ity in the figurine. Finally, the possibility
that cannot be left out of mind is the con-
nection of these types of figurines with
the herding communities of the high Za-
gros during the pottery Neolithic period,
which can somehow justify this relatively
wide geographical range.
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Fig. 1. The Location of the Neolithic Sites with T-Shaped Figurines on the Map: 1. Gay6nii, 2. Jarmo, 3. Sheikh-i
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Sang-i Chakhmagq (Authors, 2024)
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(Cole et al., 2013:141) sUT_suis ludl S0 6905 .Y 3 905

Fig. 2. Sample of the Human Figurine of Sheikhi Abad (Cole et al., 2013: 141)
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(National Museum of Iran; Schmandt-Besserat, 1974:17) <l 45 Sludl sacS, JOVT PP
Fig. 3. Human Figurines at Tepe Sarab (National Museum of Iran; Schmandt-Besserat, 1974:17)
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(Hole et al.,, 1969: 226) S Jo 45 JS& T lacs, Sy .0 s s
Fig. 5. T-shaped Figurines at Tepe Ali Kosh (Hole et al., 1969: 226)
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(Hole, 1977: 230) Liwlixr |SET S Sy .7 5 5o
Fig. 6. T-shaped Figurines at Chagha Sefid (Hole, 1977: 230)
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(Alizadeh, 2003 fig.30. pla8 73) L gulasr AT slacs Sy C,b I Se Y s
Fig. 7. Photo and Design of T-shaped Figurines at Chogha Bonut (Alizadeh, 2003: 73 fig.30. pl.18)
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(Delougaz and Kantor, 1996: pl.236) vl JSET lacs S A s s
Fig. 8. Chogha Mish T-shaped Figurines (Delougaz and Kantor, 1996: pl.236 )
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(Hole,1974: 233, Figa5 ¢l lo 85901 F 1Y OB, K) ;;...»Iuﬁzuefﬁ,as S Npad JSET sS4 2 90a3
Fig. 9. T-Shaped Figurines at Tepe Tula’i, E Example is Stone (Authors, 2024: National Museum of Iran;
Hole, 1974: 233, Fig.15)
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Fig. 10. T-shaped Figurines at Tepe Sang-i Chakhmagq (Furusato, 2014: 26)
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(Broman Morales, 1983,fig164-166) se,> ((sldlgs ab) |SET slacs, Sy NN 5 9o
Fig. 11. T-Shaped (Double-Winged Base) Figurines at Jarmo (Broman Morales, 1983,fig164-166)
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(Broman Morales, 1990 PL.25f) sl (s> (glalgs 4.}‘[;_.) ST S VY pgeas
Fig. 12. T-Shaped (Double- Winged Base) Figurines at Cayonii (Broman Morales, 1990: pl.25f)
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