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The Iran—lrag War in the Light of Irag—France Political and Military
Relations (1974-1983)

Shirzad Khezaei'

Abstract

Prior to Saddam Hussein’s rise to power, Iraq maintained strategic relations
with the Soviet Union. However, as these relations gradually deteriorated,
Baghdad turned toward France. Following the Islamic Revolution in Iran and
Saddam’s ascension to the presidency, he annulled the Algiers Agreement and
invaded Iran. The vital question of this study is: What objectives did Iraq pursue
in its political and military relations with France during this period?

The hypothesis advanced here is that Saddam sought to acquire advanced
French military technology and weaponry by cultivating close ties with France.
He aimed to address Iraq’s border disputes and military confrontations with
Iran through reliance on France’s sophisticated and mass-destructive weapons.
The findings indicate that in order to prevent the defeat of its armed forces in the
war against Iran, Irag endeavored to expand its relations with France. In this
process, numerous French companies—including Marcel Dassault, Fadler,
Naseh, Thomson-CSF, Alcatel, Matra, and Petrobras—played a significant role
in equipping the Iragi army with advanced weapons systems.

This article therefore seeks to demonstrate the role of France and these
corporations in supplying Irag with advanced and mass-destructive weaponry
and to assess the implications of such military cooperation for the course of the
Iran—Irag War.

Keywords: Imposed War, Armaments, Iraq, France, Marcel Dassault.
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