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A well-known narrative relates that Sultan Muhammad
Khwarazmshah, during his campaign against Baghdad, was caught by
snow and cold in the “Asadabad Pass,” which led to his failure to
overthrow the caliphate. While the failure itself is undisputed, a close
examination of surviving historical texts reveals discrepancies
regarding its details, especially the “location” of this incident. Several
historians diverge from this “dominant narrative”—some have
remained silent on the location, while others have identified a different
site that has been overlooked by historians. This study examines a key
question: To what extent does the “neglected” or “alternative narrative”
hold historical credibility compared to the “primary” or “dominant
narrative”? Analysis shows that the earliest sources contemporary to
the event, along with a group of subsequent texts, leave the location
unmentioned or ambiguous, and the evidence provided does not
correspond to the “famous location”. Moreover, an “alternative
narrative” exists within reputable historical sources. This study
demonstrates that accepting the “well-known narrative” as a definitive
fact is questionable, and at the very least, acknowledgement of the
“alternative narrative” as a “plausible” account becomes necessary.
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