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Abstract

The alliance between Uzun Hasan and Venice played a significant role in
shaping Iran’s foreign policy amid rising Ottoman power. The fall of
Byzantium intensified anti-Ottoman sentiment in Italy, while Turkish
threats to Venetian interests in the Black Sea and Mediterranean pushed
Venice toward an alliance with Uzun Hasan. Despite shared interests, the
alliance failed to deliver tangible outcomes. This study reexamines the
relationship, focusing on untranslated Italian sources—especially Venetian
governmental archives, consular reports, and 19th-century writings—to
provide a more balanced view. Previous studies often rely on Turkish and
travel literature, neglecting primary Venetian perspectives. Diplomatic
missions sent by Venice reflect a serious commitment to the alliance. The
Venetians planned to weaken the Ottomans by arming Uzun Hasan and
initiating a western front. However, many promised supplies never arrived.
Other challenges included geographic distance, Uzun Hasan’s strategic
errors at the Battle of Otlukbeli, and internal instability caused by his son’s
rebellion. These factors ultimately led to the collapse of the alliance. Still,
the effort marked a turning point in Iran’s international relations, setting a
precedent for future diplomatic strategies that extended into the Safavid era.
Introduction

The rise of the Ag Qoyunlu to power began with Uzun Hasan's ascendance.
His reign and policies significantly influenced the course of Iran's foreign
relations, establishing an alliance with Europe—particularly Venice—
against part of the Islamic world. Venice, one of the Italian city-states that
gained considerable power after the Crusades, amassed great wealth through
extensive maritime trade and became an influential player in Europe's
balance of power. Following the fall of Byzantium and the loss of a
Christian stronghold, a profoundly negative perception of the Ottomans
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emerged in Italy, creating a perceived need for a powerful Eastern ally
against them. The Italians viewed Uzun Hasan as a descendant of Timur,
who had humbled the Ottomans by defeating and capturing Bayezid I,
thereby putting them in their place. Meanwhile, growing Ottoman hostility
toward Iran drove Uzun Hasan closer to Venice, which was increasingly
concerned about losing its possessions in the Black Sea and the
Mediterranean. The alliance between the two powers was ultimately sealed
after Sultan Mehmed II's attack on Argos, a Venetian territory, followed by
his invasion of Karaman, whose ruler was Uzun Hasan's ally. In December
1463, the Venetian Senate proposed an alliance to the rulers of Karaman and
Uzun Hasan, dispatching Lazzaro Quirini to Iran. Once Venice's serious
commitment became evident, Uzun Hasan reciprocated by sending his own
ambassadors, turning the alliance into reality. Venice sought to prevent
Uzun Hasan from accepting Ottoman peace offers and open a new western
front, while also providing weapons and military advisors. The frequent
dispatch of Venetian ambassadors via various land and sea routes
demonstrated their determination to support Uzun Hasan, and their concerns
about his setbacks are evident in their correspondence. Despite Venice's
extraordinary efforts, the alliance ultimately failed due to the vast distance
between the two powers and other challenges, including the Ottomans'
preemptive seizure of key communication routes, which disrupted the
planned simultaneous military operations.

Materials & Methods

Accordingly, this article adopts a historical approach, utilizing description
and analysis of untranslated Italian sources, to examine the vicissitudes in
the relationship between Uzun Hasan and the Venetian Republic. Key
factors such as the Ottoman Empire's role, the challenges of bilateral
communication, and the difficulties encountered in the diplomatic
missions of both sides' ambassadors are critically analyzed.

Discussion of Results

The examination of untranslated Italian sources provides detailed insights
into the formation and continuation of the relationship between Uzun Hasan
of the Ag Qoyunlu and the Venetians. References to the contents of letters
and the missions of ambassadors in surviving documents leave no doubt
about the mutual resolve and goodwill of both parties in forming an alliance
against the Ottomans. These sources unanimously agree that Ottoman
expansionism in the western territories of their domain and the seizure of
Venetian possessions in the Black Sea and the Mediterranean prompted the
Venetians to seek an alliance with Iran.To this end, ambassadors were
exchanged between the court of Uzun Hasan and the Venetians,
demonstrating both sides' serious commitment to an anti-Ottoman coalition.
Caterino Zeno, Giosafat Barbaro, Contarini, and Ambrogio Contarini
represented Venice, while Qazem Beg, Mirath, and others acted on behalf
of Uzun Hasan, revitalizing diplomatic efforts. Following the evaluation of
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ambassadors and Uzun Hasan's requests, the Venetians fulfilled their
promises by sending military supplies, experts, tactical advice, opening an
offensive front in the west, and forming alliances with other European
states. However, fortune did not favor this axis of alliance, as numerous
challenges led to its failure. The vast distance and difficulty in coordinating
simultaneous offensives, Venice's failure to deliver weapons to the Iranians,
the Ottomans' preemptive capture of key positions, and Uzun Hasan's
tactical mistakes in the final battle against Sultan Mehmed I1 all contributed
to the military defeat. After this setback, Uzun Hasan sought to recover and
promised the Venetians a renewed full-scale attack, but rebellions by his
sons thwarted these plans, and his death soon followed.

Conclusions

Studies have shown that although this phase of Iranian-Venetian relations
ended in failure, the memory of this cooperation remained alive in the
minds of the Venetians, prompting them to follow a similar path with the
rise of the Safavids. Historical studies indicate that from the Venetian
perspective, this path began with Timur (Tamerlane) as an enemy of the
Ottomans, continued with Uzun Hasan, and extended to his grandson Shah
Ismail and his descendants.
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