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ABSTRACT

The experience of Shi'i social mobility in Baghdad in the 4th and 5th
centuries AH indicates shifts in the social base. The mission of this
article is to outline how social mobility occurred in Shi'i society in
Baghdad and what changes resulted.

The descriptive research approach and qualitative analysis assumed
that the Shi‘a community had relatively good social mobility due to the
presence of scholars in cultural centers and ministers and servants in
the caliphate system. Historical accounts examined job changes, social
connections, social status and respect, the value and importance of
assigned social status, etc., as factors of social mobility and obtaining
governmental and public positions for career advancement, joining the
community of scholars, and increasing income, etc., as methods of
social mobility.

Two reasons for the most frequent social mobility among scholars are
a larger statistical population and social prestige and status through the
acquisition of knowledge and skills. Ministers and nagba ranked
second and had upward mobility through obtaining government
positions and increasing income. Downward mobility was observed
among the lower class of society and a few ministers due to economic
and job crises, as well as religious conflicts and enmities. Horizontal
mobility was most frequent among scholars.

Introduction

Social mobility or dynamics has causes and factors, and there are also
methods to attain any position and standing in any society. For this
reason, the study of social mobility in historical periods can shed light
on an important part of social developments. In the Shi‘a society of
Baghdad, there is good evidence of this mobility, especially in the
upper and middle classes, particularly in professions such as the
ministry, the nigab, and among scholars. Career advancement, wealth
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acquisition, and education are considered the most important factors
of social mobility.

In addition to the factors, the methods and channels of mobility are
also important due to their connection with the general sphere of
society and the space resulting from power in various societies. The
distance and proximity of the Shiites to the Abbasid caliphate and their
large numbers in the Karkh region, the possibility of playing a political
and military role, etc., are all possible assumptions for the study of
social mobility, which will ultimately clarify the blockage and
openness of space in relation to the factors, methods, and channels of
social mobility.

Material & Methods

Part-to-whole reasoning method: in this method, the data is collected
from the part to the whole, then the pattern between the data and the
variables is found, the hypothesis is proposed, tested, and finally a
theory is presented. Two methodological approaches—part-to-whole
and whole-to-part—play a significant role in this research. Applying
these methods, the hypothesis is put forward that the Shi'i community
of Baghdad had upward social mobility by approaching the caliphate
power structure, learning science, and gaining social prestige and
status, but mobility was blocked for the lower classes.

The most important point in qualitative research is validation. In
historical research, four phases are important: identifying and locating
research sources, studying and criticizing historical sources,
interpreting historical information, and writing historical research. The
data of this research were also collected from historical information
from sources and then described and analyzed. In this way, historical
research has been produced, and the validity of the research can be
measured through this process.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

Methods of social mobility: Obtaining government office with 6 cases
and education as a means of advancement and acquiring social prestige
with 10 cases each are the main methods of social mobility in Shiite
society in Baghdad, especially in the upper and middle classes.
Similarly, land ownership, immigration with 2 cases, and marriage into
privileged classes (which implicitly and intellectually may be the most
important factor for mobility) with 1 case repetition are other methods
of social mobility.

The general classification of the main factors of social mobility among
the Shiites of Baghdad is as follows:

A: Factors of upward and horizontal mobility:

* Changes in occupation and labor

* Values of the assigned base

* Ethnicity and religion, social change

* Social connections
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* Respect and social status

B: Factors of downward mobility:

* Job and work change

= Hostlity and hostility

* Ethnic and religious conflicts

* Dealing with job and economic crises

Occupations such as minister, Nagib, and Ulama held elevated
positions within the social hierarchy of the time, conferring upper-
class status. These roles derived prestige and social standing more
from educational attainment than mere occupational title. Conversely,
restricted upward mobility may have contributed to the social
marginalization experienced by Shiites during that period.

Future research could examine the impact of economic crises and
religious conflicts on the increase or decrease in social mobility among
Shiites, as well as the impact of the power system and the prevailing
political environment on social openness and its closure.
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