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In the early Islamic centuries, Muslims used a variety of terms to
describe the visual arts, which are recorded in early lexicographical
sources. They often employed synonymous words to explain meanings
without providing clear distinctions between them. Analyzing the
meanings of these terms and paying attention to their differences can
offer a clearer understanding of how Muslims in the early Islamic
period perceived visual arts. This study investigates which terms were
used in connection with the visual arts and how these terms were
defined in early lexicons. What semantic differences existed among
them? Terms such as bargash, tazwig, ragsh, raqt, ragm, ragn, zukhruf,
garmat, nagsh, namsh, namg, namnama, and washi were used to
represent the depiction of living beings. The findings show that some of
these terms originally referred to images, while others initially had non-
image meanings but were also applied to depict images. These terms
can be categorized semantically according to their relation to imagery:
in some, representing living beings predominates, while in others,
meanings unrelated to depicting living beings—such as ornate
decoration, pattern-making techniques, color quality, and intricacy—
dominate. These terms were generally used in the sense of adorning
and decorating, and since some types of decoration involved images of
living beings, they gradually came to be used in the sense of
representing living beings.
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