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Abstract

Throughout the history of Iran during the Middle Islamic period, certain families consistently engaged in
administrative, religious, and educational affairs. In the Seljuk era, educated families played pivotal roles across
various social domains. These families were able to accumulate and transmit knowledge across generations,
forming a lineage of educated individuals. This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to provide a
clearer definition of educated families during the Seljuk era, explore their geographical distribution throughout
Iran, and identify the sources of their social power. The primary capital of these families is their cultural capital.
By preserving this capital within the family and distinguishing themselves from others, they attained influence in
three key areas: education, judiciary, and governance (Riyasat). This influence did not always equate to political
domination; rather, it manifested when families maximized their cultural capital and converted it into
institutionalized cultural capital. While some members of these families, particularly those who ascended to
governorships, engaged in political matters, such political involvement could have violent repercussions and
likely resulted in a decline in their cultural capital.
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Introduction

This article seeks to provide a clearer definition of educated families in the Seljuk era. It will examine the
geographical distribution of their origins and habitats across the Iranian Plateau, as well as the factors that
distinguish these families from others of the time. The primary aim is to address the question of what sources of
power these educated families possessed in their respective fields of activity. To explore this question and others,
the study employs key concepts from Pierre Bourdieu's theories, specifically habitus, field, and cultural capital.
Educated families, by accumulating cultural capital in both internalized and institutionalized forms, have been
able to exert influence across various domains, including education, judiciary, and governance (Riyasat), as well
as in the broader political field.
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Materials & Methods

This research aims to address its questions through the application of key concepts from Bourdieu's field theory.
According to Bourdieu, a "field" is defined as a social arena where struggles over resources and interests occur,
along with access to them. Each field is characterized by a specific structure of power relations. Cultural capital,
a central concept in this study, refers to a set of intellectual assets developed through the educational system or
transmitted within families. It is important to note that cultural capital is not acquired without individual effort
and exists in the three internalized, objectified, and institutionalized forms. The term "habitus" describes a
common and habitual state, condition, or disposition, particularly in relation to the body. The primary function of
habitus is to serve as a unifying mechanism that standardizes the actions and characteristics of social actors or
groups.

Research Findings

The research findings are divided into qualitative and quantitative aspects, each shedding light on the
characteristics and influence of educated families during the Seljuk era. The qualitative analysis identifies that
educated families, defined as those engaged in scientific endeavors such as teaching and writing for two or more
generations, have distinct traits. Learning was a central habitus for these families, shaping their preferences and
lifestyle choices. This commitment to education sets them apart from the general population and other families.

In eastern Iran, particularly in Khorasan, the prevalence and longevity of educated families were notably
higher compared to other regions. Factors such as the decline of urbanization in western Iran contributed to the
scarcity of these families. Conversely, cities in the east, like Marv, flourished, often serving as the capital of the
Sultanate. The scholarly vitality in Marv is reflected in the large number of educated families residing there
during the Seljuk period.

Internalized cultural capital emerges as the most significant asset for these families. All educated families
possess at least a minimal level of this capital, which strengthens their position in the cultural and educational
fields. Their influence in education is particularly pronounced when they have many students.

The quantitative analysis prioritizes the factors contributing to the power of educated families. The
accumulation of internalized cultural capital is paramount, enabling these families to maintain authority and
influence in educational settings. During political changes and governmental transitions, the political
involvement of these families becomes more apparent. However, this engagement often leads to a decline in
their cultural capital, associated with adverse outcomes such as violence and defeat.

By examining the interplay between cultural capital and the various fields of power—education, judiciary,
and governance—this research highlights how educated families leveraged their cultural resources to navigate
and influence their social environment effectively.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

In this article, families engaged in scientific endeavors—such as teaching and writing—for two or more
generations are referred to as educated families. For these families, learning has become a habitus, signifying
that education is a central value and preference in their lives. This commitment to learning distinguishes them
from the general population and other families. Educated families in eastern Iran, particularly in Khorasan,
have been significantly more numerous than those in other provinces and have exhibited greater continuity
and longevity. The decline of urbanization in the western regions of Iran contributed to the lower number of
educated families there. Conversely, cities in the eastern regions, such as Khorasan and Transoxiana,
maintained their importance and prosperity. Cities like Marv, which became the capital of the Sultanate,
reached their peak significance during this time, as evidenced by the presence of numerous educated families
in Marv and its surrounding villages during the Seljuk era. Internalized cultural capital emerges as the most
crucial asset for these educated families; all possess at least a minimum level of this capital. The accumulation
of internalized cultural capital enhances their influence in the cultural field, particularly within the educational
sector. These families wielded considerable power in education, especially when they had many students. The
political involvement of these families became more pronounced during periods of political change and
governmental transitions. However, their direct engagement in politics often led to a decline in their cultural
capital, as well as instances of violence and defeat.
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