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Abstract

Today, one of the most effective tools for presidential election campaigns from the
public’s perspective is the holding of election debates, which have been organized
during five presidential elections between 2009 and 2024. Each candidate,
exercising their right to fair campaigning and freedom of expression, can participate
in debates to present their views, engage in constructive and fair criticism, and
evaluate the proposals of other candidates. In response to the central question—
“What are the legal requirements governing election debates from Ayatollah
Khamenei’s perspective?”—this study adopts a descriptive-analytical method to
analyze the existing propositions. A candidate capable of winning the absolute
majority of votes is one who, by participating in debates within the framework of
national laws and regulations, under the effective supervision of relevant
institutions, presents future programs and policies while offering strategic and
fundamental solutions to domestic and international issues in line with current
circumstances. By examining Clauses (5) and (8) of the 2016 General Election
Policies as well as Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements, a set of legal obligations and
prohibitions specific to election debates has been identified. Both candidates and
relevant institutions are required to observe these guidelines, and violations or
electoral offenses not only infringe upon people’s rights (haqq al-nas) but also
distort public opinion. In such cases, the judiciary must exercise precise and
effective oversight and take appropriate legal action against unlawful acts or
omissions.

Keywords: Elections, election campaigns, debate, presidency, Ayatollah
Khamenei.
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!, Healthy political competition.
2. Freedom of speech.
3. Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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