INTERNATIONAL oy
RELATIONS VISH

. o' ¢ . I
ESEARCHES Stadies Association

Homepage: https://iisajournals.ir/

The impact of US policy on Irag-Iran relations (1958-1963)

Borhan Mohammad Faraj PhD student in the History of Iran after Islam, Department of History,
Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. Email:
burhantaramuhammad@gmail.com

Kaivan Shafei * Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Sa.C, Islamic
Azad University, Sanandaj, Iran.. Email: Kaivan.shafei@iau.ac.ir

Seyyed Mohammad Shikhahmadi Assistant Professor, Department of History, Sa.C, Islamic Azad
University, Sanandaj, Iran. E-mail: M.sheikhahmadi@iau.ac.ir

Political relations between Iran and Iraq throughout the 20th
century—particularly during the period from 1958 to 1963—
were deeply influenced by border disputes, ideological rivalry,
and regional geopolitical shifts. Within this context, the United
States, recognizing the strategic importance of the Middle East,
played a significant role in shaping bilateral ties between the two
countries to safeguard its economic and security interests. This
study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach and relying
on archival sources and historical documents, examines the
impact of U.S. foreign policy on Iran-Iraq relations in the
aftermath of the Iraqi monarchy’s collapse. The findings suggest
that American policy during this period was primarily aimed at
containing Soviet influence, ensuring access to energy resources,
and maintaining the stability of pro-Western regimes. The U.S.
adopted a pragmatic and interest-driven stance toward the Iran-
Iraq conflict and intervened directly only when regional power
balances or its broader strategic interests were at stake
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