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Abstract

The September 11, 2001 attacks marked a new chapter in the domestic and foreign
policies of the United States, as the country, after the end of the Cold War, had faced a
strategic vacuum and a crisis of meaning. In the aftermath of this event, the
neoconservative current exploited the opportunity by amplifying the threat of terrorism
in order to resolve its identity crisis at the global level. This situation provided the
United States with the ground to consolidate and expand hegemonism in the
international arena. Following the attacks, new goals and policies in the field of
counterterrorism were formulated in U.S. foreign policy; thus, the country’s foreign
policy underwent significant changes and transformations in its orientation and
approaches after September 11. The post-September 11 period has witnessed
challenges in the international system, partly related to the collapse of the bipolar order
and partly stemming from the conditions of the post—Cold War system. This article
seeks to address the question of what challenges U.S. hegemonism has encountered in
the Middle East after September 11. American unilateralism, the expansion of China’s
presence as a rival, the rise of anti-hegemonic Takfiri groups, and the formation of the
Resistance Axis constitute the most significant challenges to U.S. hegemonism in the
Middle East in the post-September 11 era. The continuation of this hegemonism
depends on reducing these challenges through international consensus on a desirable
model of world order. This study employs a qualitative-interpretive method and a
descriptive-analytical approach, with data collected through note-taking from credible
domestic and foreign sources.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The September 11, 2001 attacks inaugurated a new phase in U.S. domestic and foreign
policy. Seeking to fill a post-Cold War strategic vacuum and resolve a “crisis of
meaning,” U.S. decision-makers—strongly influenced by neoconservative thought—
reframed security around preemption and prevention, privileging unilateral action and
regime change over Cold War—style deterrence. The “Global War on Terror,” the
Greater Middle East initiative, and withdrawals from or re-interpretations of key regimes
(e.g., ABM, Kyoto, and ICC) exemplified a turn toward unipolar U.S. Hegemony.'

This article asks: What challenges has U.S. U.S. Hegemony faced in the Middle East
in the post- September 11 international system? We argue that four intertwined
dynamics—U.S. unilateralism backlash, China’s expanding footprint, the rise of anti-
hegemonic Takfiri (Salafi-jihadist) groups, and the formation/strengthening of the Axis
of Resistance—have constrained the durability and effectiveness of U.S. hegemony in
the region. The incident of September 11, 2001 opened a new chapter in the domestic
and foreign policies of the United States of America, because after the end of the Cold
War, this country suffered from a vacuum of security strategy and suffered a crisis of
meaning. After September 11, the neoconservatives used the opportunity and therefore
by exaggerating the risk of terrorism in order to get out of the crisis of meaning at the
international level, they exploited it to stabilize hegemony and U.S. Hegemony.

After this incident, America has adopted new goals and policies towards terrorism in
foreign policy. From this time on, he presented a new definition of security and in this
regard, he proposed the strategy of preemptive attack and preventive attack. In other
words, the deterrence strategy of the Cold War period gave way to the increasing
interventionist strategy after the Cold War, and this country turned to unilateralism in the
international arena. The United States of America, focusing on the approach of
aggressive realism in its foreign policy, emphasized increasing power as a goal and to
gain a hegemonic position in the field of the international system. This unipolar U.S.
Hegemony affected the foreign policy of other agents. In this regard, after September 11,
we see challenges in the field of the international system, part of which is related to the
collapse of the order based on the bipolar structure, and the other part is caused by the
new conditions and the post-Cold War international system.

In this article, an attempt is made to answer the question that the U.S. Hegemony of
the United States of America faces in the international system after September 11, what

1. U.S. hegemony refers to the United States' dominant global position, characterized by unparalleled
military, economic, technological, and cultural influence, which allows it to shape international affairs
and institutions to its own values and interests. While the term implies a leadership role, it often carries
negative connotations, suggesting political interference, economic exploitation, and the imposition of
American values on other nations, according to China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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challenges does it face in the Middle East? The unilateralism of the United States of
America, the expansion of China's presence in the Middle East as a competitor, the
growth of anti-hegemonic takfiri groups, and the formation and strengthening of the axis
of resistance are the most important challenges to the U.S. Hegemony of the United
States of America in the Middle East in the post-September 11 period. Therefore, the
continuation of the U.S. Hegemony of the United States of America in the Middle East is
directly related to the reduction of the mentioned challenges through the international
consensus around the ideal model of the international order.

2. Theoretical Framework

Anchored in neoclassical realism and engaging offensive realism, the study links
systemic power distributions to state behavior while incorporating domestic intervening
variables (elite consensus, institutional capacity, threat perception). We distinguish hard
balancing (alliances/military buildup; e.g., Russia) from soft balancing (institutional,
economic, and diplomatic constraints; e.g., China), and situate U.S. post-9/11 strategy
within a hybrid of hegemonic stability and coercive liberalism. Ideational components—
particularly the securitization of “terrorism,” democracy-promotion narratives, and
counter-narratives of resistance—are treated as mechanisms that translate material
capabilities into regional outcomes.

3. Methodology

The research employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical design with a comparative-
historical orientation. Data are drawn from primary documents (U.S. national security
strategies, official statements), scholarly literature, policy reports, and credible media.
Using process tracing and thematic coding, the article maps post-9/11 policy shifts and
their regional effects, then assesses how counter-hegemonic actors mobilize hard/soft
balancing and asymmetric tools. The inference strategy is confirmatory, testing the
proposition that the four identified dynamics constitute the principal constraints on U.S.
U.S. Hegemony in the Middle East.

4. Discussion

Unilateralism and backlash: The U.S. preference for preemptive force and selective
multilateralism generated legitimacy deficits, alliance frictions, and governance costs,
reducing coalition depth and increasing the transaction costs of regional leadership.
China’s expanding presence: Through energy interdependence, the Belt and Road,
technology, finance, and cautious diplomacy, China advances soft-balancing logics that
dilute U.S. agenda-setting, offer alternatives to Western conditionality, and reshape
regional economic geographies without direct military confrontation. Rise of
Takfiri/Salafi-jihadist groups: The emergence of al-Qaeda affiliates and ISIS both
consumed U.S. resources and complicated order-building, producing security
externalities in the Middle East and Europe, undermining democratization narratives, and
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blurring the line between counterterrorism and state-building. Axis of Resistance: The
consolidation of Iran-aligned actors (e.g., Hezbollah, Iraqi and Syrian militias, Ansar
Allah, as well as Palestinian factions) institutionalizes asymmetric deterrence across
multiple theaters. By combining military, political, and cognitive warfare, this network
raises the cost of coercion for the U.S. and its partners and exploits legitimacy gaps in
regional crises. Collectively, these trends erode the ease—though not the existence—of
U.S. dominance, forcing Washington to reconcile what it should, prefers to, currently
can, and cannot do given resource, legitimacy, and coalition constraints.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

U.S. Hegemony in the Middle East since 9/11 is durable but increasingly encumbered.
Sustaining influence requires recalibrating from coercive unilateralism toward selective
multilateralism, institutional burden-sharing, and clearer prioritization. Strategically,
Washington must (i) align means and ends to avoid overreach; (ii) leverage institutions
to regain legitimacy; (iii) manage great-power competition by integrating China and
Russia into issue-specific frameworks where possible; (iv) address root-cause grievances
that feed extremist mobilization; and (v) narrow the development gap through credible
economic partnerships. Absent such adjustments, the four constraints identified here will
continue to narrow the policy space for effective U.S. leadership in the region.
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