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Abstract

The concept of resistance constituted a strategic approach of the infallible Imams
in confronting the tyrannical rulers of their time, and it is particularly evident in the
socio-political life of Imam al-Kazim (peace be upon him). The Abbasid regime
adopted severe policies of repression, economic blockade, and political
marginalization of the Imam. In such a suffocating atmosphere, Imam al-Kazim faced
a choice between surrender and compromise with tyranny, or dignified resistance
against the imposition of illegitimate demands. Historical records attest to his steadfast
resistance against the despotic caliphs of the Abbasid dynasty, despite enduring severe
hardships and suffering.

The purpose of this study is to explain and systematize Imam al-Kazim’s strategy
of resistance in response to the oppressive policies of his time. Using a descriptive-
analytical method and through a study of his conduct, it becomes evident that his
resistance was shaped along two axes: affirmative (ijabi) and negative (salbi).
Affirmative resistance manifested in forms such as intellectual struggle, declaring the
illegitimacy of the ruling system, influencing the political apparatus, reviving the
memory of Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon him) as the symbol of resistance,
economic endurance, cultural confrontation, and indirect support for revolutionary
movements. Negative resistance, on the other hand, was primarily economic and
political, focusing on undermining public trust in the tyrannical rulers and employing
strategies that challenged the legitimacy of their authority. While Imam al-Kazim’s
resistance avoided reckless or overtly confrontational actions, it never degenerated into
superficial or symbolic gestures. Rather, it effectively delegitimized the oppressive
rulers and established him as a distinguished exemplar of dignified and enduring
resistance in his era.

Keywords: Imam Kazim (peace be upon him), resistance, perseverance, political
character, social character.
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