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Abstract

This research aims to examine the role and function of sports in
L achieving a "Strong Iran" inspired by the statements of the Supreme

Research Paper Leader, using a future-oriented approach. The qualitative research method
involves content analysis of speeches and documents related to the
I Supreme Leader’s views on sports and its relation to national development.
Data were purposefully collected from reliable sources and analyzed using
Received: thematic coding and classification. To assess the validity and reliability of
31 January 2025 the research, the opinions of six sports management professors were
Revised: consulted. The findings indicate that sports play a vital role in achieving a

28 February 2025 . K P
Accepted: Strong Iran, contributing to cultural and social development, social justice,
07 April 2025 economic growth, strengthening national identity, and promoting social
Published: ethics. Additionally, the role of sports in increasing national cohesion,
22 June 2085 fostering a Jihadi spirit, and enhancing Iran's international standing was
o emphasized. Based on future-oriented analysis, three scenarios were
developed for the role of sports in the future of Iran: the optimistic scenario
T (sports as a national strength factor), the middle scenario (gradual

development of sports with managerial challenges), and the pessimistic

B scenario (decline of sports and missed opportunities). Ultimately, the

research suggests strategies such as investment in sports infrastructure,

| equity in access to sports, cultural promotion, and strengthening

competitive sports to move toward the desired scenario and shape the
preferred future.
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