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Objectives: Saudi Arabia’s leadership, spearheaded by Mohammed
bin Salman, has unveiled an ambitious Vision 2030 aimed at
diversifying the economy beyond oil and fostering comprehensive
societal change. This study aims to analyze the various facets of this
vision and assess its potential implications for the Resistance Axis.
Methodology: This applied, exploratory study employs an
inductive, qualitative approach. Data were collected through a
combination of library research and expert interviews. Thematic
analysis and the future wheel method were utilized to examine the
impact of Saudi Vision 2030 on the Resistance Axis countries.
Findings: The findings suggest that Saudi Arabia has the potential
to achieve the objectives outlined in Vision 2030. Realizing these
goals would vyield political, economic, geostrategic, and geo-
cultural benefits that could influence Resistance Axis countries in
the economic, political, media, cultural, and military domains.
Conclusions: To counter the challenges posed by the realization of
Saudi Vision 2030, Resistance Axis countries must adopt
appropriate strategies and foster greater cooperation. These
countries can advance their shared objectives and mitigate
vulnerabilities to Saudi influence by strengthening economic and
cultural convergence and reinforcing political ties.
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Extended Abstract

INTRODUCTION:

Iran and Saudi Arabia, as two long-standing rivals in the Persian Gulf region,
have significant influence and power over regional developments. Saudi
Arabia has always been concerned about Iran's growing influence. In fact,
Iran leads the Resistance Axis, which is not welcomed by Saudi Arabia. Saudi
Arabia's Vision 2030 outlines ambitious goals that could potentially impact
the Resistance Axis, particularly its Arab member states. Consequently, this
research aims to examine and investigate Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 and
explore its potential impact on the countries of the Resistance Axis in the
future. Therefore, the primary research question is: What is the impact of
Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 on the countries of the Resistance Axis?

METHODOLOGY:

This research is an applied study with an exploratory approach that employs
gualitative and inductive methods. Data collection was conducted using two
techniques: a library method, which included a literature review, and expert
interviews. To analyze the impact of Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 on the
countries of the Resistance Axis, a brainstorming method combined with a
futures wheel approach was utilized. This method aids in mapping the
consequences and employs a systemic approach to establish connections
between components. Data analysis is designed to categorize secondary
(subsequent) consequences under primary outcomes. Additionally, to
enhance the research, the opinions of several faculty members from the fields
of geopolitics, international relations, futures studies, national security, and
strategic defense sciences were gathered and examined.

Table 1. Overview of Research Methods

METHOD DESCRIPTION
Research Approach | Applied, Exploratory

Research Methods Qualitative, Inductive

Library Method: Literature Review.Expert Interviews:
With faculty members in geopolitics, international
relations, futures studies, national security, and strategic
defense sciences.

Brainstorming Method: Combined with a Futures Wheel
approach to map consequences and establish connections
Data Analysis between components .Categorization: Secondary
(subsequent) consequences categorized under primary
outcomes.

Data Collection
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RESULT:
If this document is effectively implemented in Saudi Arabia, three major

benefits can be expected. The first benefit is the creation of a geopolitical and
geoeconomic weight for Saudi Arabia. With the increase of Saudi Arabia's
geopolitical weight in Southwest Asia, the country will be able to increase its
influence and strategic depth in this region. This can lead to a reduction in
dependence on fossil fuels and, consequently, a decrease in the strategic
advantages of energy checkpoints in this area. In addition, industrial and
scientific development aimed at expanding Saudi products and services
creates economic opportunities for Arab countries and at the same time
strengthens trade relations. The second benefit is the strengthening of the
culture and school of thought of Al Saud, which is particularly associated with
the promotion of Wahhabi ideology and secularization. By instrumentally
using holy places and influencing Hajj relations, Saudi Arabia can improve
its cultural influence in Islamic countries. Also, repeating the socio-political
reforms of Bin Salman in the countries of the Axis of Resistance can help to
polarize the space and promote Iranophobia. The third benefit is the
consolidation of Saudi Arabia's leadership role in the Arab world. By creating
a rift between Shia leaders and dominating the Gulf Cooperation Council,
Saudi Arabia can effectively influence the political climate of the region.
Increasing Saudi Arabia's social influence among Arabs and reducing
regional tensions through temporary alliances with countries like the Muslim
Brotherhood, Qatar, Turkey, and Egypt, will have a negative impact on the
stability and power of the Axis of Resistance.

Finally, the Vision 2030 document can pave the way for an inward-balancing
strategy in which Saudi Arabia simultaneously increases its military and
economic capabilities. This approach, given the existing challenges, can lead
to new risks for the countries of the Axis of Resistance and pose threats from
Saudi Arabia.

DISCUSSION and CONCLUSIONS:

The conclusions drawn from the analysis of Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030
emphasize its potential to create significant geopolitical and geoeconomic
advantages, while also posing challenges for the Resistance Axis
countries. This comprehensive and ambitious plan not only targets internal
economic and social goals but also extends its influence to the region,
particularly affecting the dynamics among Resistance Axis states.

Key Findings and Their Importance:
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1. Geopolitical and Geoeconomic Weight: The vision could enhance
Saudi Arabia's geopolitical influence in Southwest Asia. By
strengthening its position, Saudi Arabia may reduce reliance on fossil
fuels and mitigate the strategic advantages of energy checkpoints,
leading to a shift in regional energy dynamics. This shift could affect
economic opportunities for Arab states, fostering commerce but also
creating dependencies that may alter the power balance.

2. Cultural Influence: The promotion of Wahhabism and secularization
aims to reinforce the Saud family’s political ideology while utilizing
religious sites for cultural outreach. This could deepen divisions
between Shia and Sunni populations and bolster anti-lran sentiments,
influencing regional political narratives.

3. Leadership in the Arab World: Strengthening its leadership role
could allow Saudi Arabia to create rifts within the Shia leadership and
manipulate the Gulf Cooperation Council's decisions. This move
could disrupt regional stability and the cohesion of the Resistance
AXis, deepening existing tensions.

4. Internal Balance of Power: The potential for Saudi Arabia to
enhance its military and economic capabilities simultaneously may
introduce new threats to the Resistance Axis, demanding strategic
responses.

Importance in the Research Field:

These conclusions are crucial for understanding the shifting geopolitical
landscape in the Middle East. Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 not only serves
as a roadmap for domestic reform but also as a strategy for regional
dominance that could significantly alter political alignments and economic
dependencies.

Recommendations for Future Research:

Long-Term Projections: A long-term analysis of the geopolitical
landscape within the next decade, considering the evolving nature of
regional alliances and threats, would be beneficial for policymakers and
scholars alike.
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