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Abstract

Pakistan is one of Iran’s most significant neighbors, with bilateral relations playing a key
role in Iran’s political, security, and economic landscape. This study examines the evolving
trajectory of Iran—Pakistan relations during the presidencies of Hassan Rouhani and Ebrahim

Research Paper Raisi, highlighting major obstacles and challenges. While Rouhani prioritized an
engagement-oriented foreign policy centered on the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
I (JCPOA) and preferential trade, Raisi’s administration has shifted focus to a “Look to the
East” strategy with an emphasis on regional integration and neighborhood diplomacy.
Despite efforts from both administrations, a range of challenges—including economic
Received: sanctions, border insecurity, and the influence of regional and extra-regional powers—have
31 May 2024 hindered the full realization of bilateral potential. Politically, Rouhani’s diplomacy
Revised: leveraged the JCPOA to expand cooperation, whereas Raisi’s approach aligns more closely
24 June 2024 with strengthening the Eastern axis. In terms of security cooperation, the relationship has
Accepted: evolved from limited efforts to address border threats under Rouhani to deeper military
11 August 2024 engagement during Raisi’s term. Ideological differences and domestic constraints within
Published: both countries have further complicated ties. Employing a qualitative and conceptual
20 November 2024 approach within the framework of neoclassical realism, this study argues that Iran—Pakistan
P.P: 129-151 relations require a comprehensive and balanced strategy capable of addressing the existing
economic, security, and diplomatic challenges. Key to this transformation is enhanced
"' cooperation and the mitigation of persistent barriers, notably international sanctions.
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1 Energy Diplomacy and the Iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline

2 Trade Relations Between Iran and Pakistan: Opportunities and Challenges
3 Iran-Pakistan Border Security and Cross-Border Challenges

4 TIran’s Foreign Policy Under Rouhani: Pragmatism or Change?

5 Iran's Strategic Outlook Under Raisi: Continuity or Shift?
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