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Cinema and film have always been regarded as one of the most
significant platforms of art and media, influencing various cultural
domains, including political culture. Among the indicators of a
society's political culture are the slogans used during different
periods to express support for or opposition to individuals, groups,
political parties, or political systems. This article aims to explore
the role of art and media in the Islamic Awakening in Egypt by
examining the revolutionary slogans during the Islamic Awakening
and their connection to the cinematic films released in Egypt (the
issue). To achieve this objective, a descriptive-analytical method
has been employed. By analyzing over 30 cinematic films and
comparing them with the prevalent slogans of the Islamic
Awakening in Egypt (the method), it has been concluded that art
and media in general, and cinematic films in particular, played a
fundamental role in the Islamic Awakening in Egypt, becoming an
inseparable part of it. Film, as one of the most important artistic and
media products, has been able to significantly influence the
political culture of the Egyptian people. A considerable number of
slogans from the 2011 Islamic Awakening in Egypt are indebted to
the titles, narratives, or dialogues of films released in Egypt (the
findings).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In contemporary times, media and cultural
products play a central role in shaping
political and social discourses (Castells, 2022:
47). During periods of major transformation,
media do not merely reflect events but
actively construct them. Among these,
cinema, as a powerful cultural tool, has a
significant impact on collective identity and
political culture. In the Middle East,
particularly Arab cinema, films have not only
mirrored regional developments but also
shaped public opinion (Armbrust, 2023: 84).
In times of crisis and revolution, the
interaction between cinema and society
becomes more pronounced, with films serving
as sources of inspiration, language, and
political symbols.

The Islamic Awakening, beginning in 2010,
represents one of the most significant socio-
political transformations of the twenty-first
century  (Lynch, 2023. 95). These
developments reshaped political structures
and revolutionary culture across the Middle
East and North Africa, with media, especially
cinema, playing a constructive role in
cultivating political culture and inspiring
social movements (Dabashi, 2023: 241).
Egypt, as the hub of Arab cinema and a center
of the Islamic Awakening, provides a critical
case for analyzing the interaction between
cinema and politics. Its century-long
cinematic tradition functions not merely as
entertainment but as an integral part of
political culture (Gordon, 2021: 87). Films
produced in the decades preceding the 2011
revolution contained themes and concepts that
later surfaced in revolutionary discourse.

To analyze the relationship between cinema
and social movements, a theoretical
framework is essential. Stuart Hall’s
representation theory, emphasizing the role of
language and symbols in meaning-making,
provides a suitable lens for understanding
cinema’s influence on political culture
(Kellner, 2022: 245). According to this
perspective, cinema does not simply reflect
reality but actively shapes it, influencing
political and social identities (Mulvey, 2023:
162). Recent studies indicate that a significant
portion of revolutionary slogans during
Egypt’s Islamic Awakening drew inspiration

from popular culture, particularly cinema,
highlighting its role in shaping political
language and resistance culture (Telmissany,
2021: 167; Ghanem, 2024: 78).

This study examines the role of cinema in the
Islamic Awakening by analyzing the
relationship between Egyptian films and
revolutionary slogans. It is grounded in the
hypothesis that Egyptian cinema played a
pivotal role in forming revolutionary language
and political culture (Abu-Lughod, 2023:
186). Using Hall’s representation theory and
content analysis, the research investigates
how films inspired slogans and contributed to
the reproduction of a culture of resistance. The
study also provides a model for understanding
the cultural dimension of social movements
and the role of art in shaping revolutionary
discourse (Ismail, 2024: 159). Key research
guestions include: What is the role of media in
Egypt’s Islamic Awakening? Which films
most influenced public slogans, and which
slogans can be traced to cinematic sources?

Methodology

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to explore how Egyptian
cinema influenced revolutionary slogans
during the Islamic Awakening (2011-2013).
Using purposive sampling, over 30 films
produced between the 1990s and 2010 were
selected based on their social impact, socio-
political themes, and accessibility, alongside
widely used slogans documented in reliable
sources. The research combines detailed
description, coding, comparative analysis of
film themes and slogans, and theoretical
interpretation ~ through  Stuart  Hall’s
representation theory. Findings demonstrate
the active and constructive role of cinema in
shaping political culture and revolutionary
discourse, highlighting a five-stage process of
meaning-making, cultural circulation,
institutionalization, reactivation, and
transformation, while introducing the concept
of “pre-revolutionary media” as a theoretical
contribution.

Results and Discussion

This study examined the role of cinema in
shaping the slogans of Egypt’s Islamic
Awakening and produced significant findings
that deepen our understanding of the
relationship between cultural media and
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political-social transformations. In other
words, the main conclusion of this article is
that Egyptian cinema not only reflected social
changes but also played an active and
constructive role in shaping political culture
and revolutionary discourse. Accordingly, the
primary hypothesis of this research, positing a
meaningful relationship between Egyptian
films and the slogans of the Islamic
Awakening, was fully confirmed.
Comparative analysis demonstrated that this
relationship manifests across four dimensions:
linguistic, thematic, emotional, and symbolic.
Furthermore, the study identified a five-stage
model of cinema’s influence on political
culture, encompassing meaning production,
cultural  circulation, institutionalization,
reactivation, and transformation of meaning.
This model can also be applied to analyze the
role of cultural media in other social
transformations. One of the theoretical
innovations of this research is the introduction
of the concept of the “pre-revolutionary
media,” which emphasizes the forward-
driving and preparatory role of cinema in
social change.

Conclusion
Cinema, beyond being merely an
entertainment industry, serves as a powerful

tool for shaping political culture and social
transformations. Understanding this role is
important not only for social science
researchers but also for policymakers, cultural
influencers, and social activists. Egyptian
cinema played a key role in the success of the
Islamic Awakening by creating a shared
language among people and presenting
political concepts in an accessible manner.
These findings emphasize that to fully
comprehend political and social changes, one
cannot focus solely on political and economic
factors; the role of cultural and media
elements must also be considered. Cinema, as
the “collective memory” of society, can serve
as a source of inspiration and a common
language for social movements during critical
moments. Therefore, film, as a carrier of
cultural and political meanings, plays a central
role in  constructing and directing
revolutionary discourse and should be
regarded in future political and social analyses
as an influential source and active agent of
change. As Stuart Hall noted, representation is
not merely a reflection of reality but a
constructor of it-and Egyptian cinema stands
as a prominent example of this constructive
power in practice.
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