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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Foreign policy as a field of study of international relations is usually analyzed from this point of
view. However, with the entry of historical sociology into international relations and the multifac-
toring of events, analytics that considered the state as a general and integrated actor whose be-
havior is determined by systemic elements were doubted, because these theories did not explain
the historical and complex trends that states act/react at the system. Historical sociology taking
into account the changes and transformations in temporal, the impact/impression of trends on
each other and with a comparative approach between states and societies has tried to detect
the causes and being of phenomena at the level of the system, in addition, to Search articulation
and interact between levels. In this sense, while considering the state as one of the main actors,
it affects the analysis of its relations with society. Also, the historical sociology of foreign policy
studies the causal narration of events with emphasis on history (analytical history, not traditional
and narrative analysis), explaining the phenomena in a chain that has affected each other in the
course of history and has impacted. In addition, this approach attention to the “transboundary”
encounters that have generated and shaped theorizing. “Transboundary” (which is synonymous
with "international"), means the histories that interconnect people across borders, whether those
borders represent groups, States, and territories, empires or other entities. These Theories are
not forged by individuals living within distinct and discrete "local" environments. Rather, the the-
ory is forged through ongoing encounters between "here" and "there, "home" and "abroad," the
"domestic" and the "foreign." Both social and political theories have international origins.

2- Theoretical framework

This paper is to introduce the framework of the historical sociology of foreign policy to analyze
the behavior of states concerning other states, taking into account the historical sociology of the
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state and the historical sociology of international relations. This paper wants to suggest a model
for the analysis of foreign policy. So far, it has been discussed the "historical sociology of state"
and "historical sociology of international relations” (HSIR). This paper will introduce the "histori-
cal sociology of foreign policy" (HSFP) as a connecting link between the two mentioned subjects.
3- Methodology

A Method is a way of addressing the subject of a theory. As ontology, epistemologies, and various
epistemological goals are effective in the general methods of wisdom and at the widest level of meth-
odology, different scientific theories affect the research method of understanding the subjects that
the theories refer to. Generally, method and theory are related to each other; 1) Their relationship is
"directing the method of research" because of the type of research. 2) Theory and method are related
to each other because they both belong to "concepts". 3) Method and theory are related to each other
because they both belong to theoretical perceptions. Therefore, the method of this research, about
the theoretical framework, is based on a qualitative, historical, and analytical method.

4- Discussion

considering the approach of historical sociology of foreign policy, several elements can be con-
sidered to analyze the behavior of states towards external actors: 1) The form of the state, wheth-
er it is authoritarian or whether it interacts with the groups of society, has an impact on its
relations with other states; According to whether they accept the legitimacy of the state or not,
the social groups will obey/disobey the state and as a consequences support/not support the
state in relation with external factor. 2) Events occur in connection with each other and in a
chain, which ultimately makes a consequence. In the analysis of foreign policy according to this
approach, the internal events of the state are in connection with each other, and connection
with external events creates the type of behavior of the state. 3) Considering the internal causal
events of the state, the importance of political, economic, socio-cultural, and military formations
becomes apparent because the degree of success/failure of the state in these formations leads
to the state becoming strong/weak and fragile and as a consequence, the effect will depend on
the relationship with other states. 4) The behavior of the state in the global system is affected by
social interactions, in this sense, the decisions of states are not only influenced by the internal
but also by communication with the external environment.

5- Conclusion

The approach of historical sociology of the state considers the process of formation and construc-
tion of the state. State-building processes provide fundamental insights into the historical-struc-
tural articulation of political processes. The historical sociology of international relations discusses
the processes of global change, which mainly focuses on explaining the historical path of a country
through the internal dynamics of that realm and considering and comparing the ways that other
countries have this. In this sense, the international community has precedence over the interna-
tional system. From the point of view of historical sociology, the actions and reactions of states to
other countries are affected by the internal and external, which in addition to the historical sociol-
ogy of the state, the historical sociology of international relations can also be investigated. So, one
of the matters that can be studied in historical sociology is foreign policy. Regarding the analysis of
foreign policy, the main currents of international relations have mainly focused on one dimension
with the ontology of the state (security, power, economy, identity, etc.). In this sense, the historical
sociology of foreign policy takes into account different elements, from the one-dimensional view of
Intellectual schools of international relations; in this meaning, to analyzing the behavior of the state
in the international system several elements can be considered: the form of states, state-society
relations, causal relationships of events, formulations of state and interactions between society.
Keywords: Historical sociology, State, International relations, Foreign policy
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Transboundary

. "here” and “there"

. “home” and “abroad”

“domestic” and “foreign”

. Global History as entanglements
. Territorial and temporal

. Polycentric world with no dominant center
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. Entangled histories
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