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1-Introduction

The rise of China as a global and regional power has prompted the United States and its lib-
eral allies to implement security and economic initiatives to address their concerns and to
constrain Beijing. As an extension of these initiatives, NATO, the transatlantic military alli-
ance, has also become increasingly focused on China, developing programs and actions that
have drawn reactions from Chinese officials. This shift signals NATO's growing presence in
the Indo-Pacific. This article, examines NATO's evolving strategy towards China. It analyzes
how the alliance seeks to expand its influence in the Indo-Pacific to counterbalance China's
rise. The theory Balance of Threat suggests that NATO's revised strategic concept, with
its increased focus on China, aims to strengthen ties with like-minded partners and build
consensus for regional containment.

2-Theoretical framework

The research problem is explained within the framework of the balance of threat theory.
From NATO's perspective, China's growing power poses a real and tangible threat to the
existing rules-based international order. The alliance perceives China's expanding influence
across various power domains as a challenge requiring action. In recent years, NATO's
strategic documents have been redefined to explicitly acknowledge China as a key factor
shaping the Indo-Pacific security landscape.

3-Methodology

This study employs an experiential epistemology and an analytical-explanatory method,
gathering credible evidence through empirical methods to elucidate the reality and rela-
tionships between variables. The research design began with an initial idea and evolved
as the researcher's understanding of the subject deepened. Data were collected through
library research, including specialized library searches, internet resources, and databases,
to obtain the necessary theoretical information and literature.
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4-Discussion

NATO's 2030 document explicitly labels China a "systemic strategic rival" and a potential
long-term threat to democratic societies, including transatlantic security. Similarly, at the
2021 summit, leaders declared China a "systemic challenge to the rules-based internation-
al order and our Allies' security." This new approach underscores the need for collective
action and a unified understanding of the destabilizing effects of China's rise. Both official
rhetoric and official documents implicitly and explicitly highlight the threat posed by China.
Moreover, these documents emphasize the need for regional alliances and coordination.
NATO member states have also individually increased their focus on the Indo-Pacific in
line with the alliance's strategic shift. The United States, European Union, France, United
Kingdom, Canada, and Germany are among the countries developing their own Indo-Pacific
strategies. The perceived threat from China's rise is gradually reshaping NATO's approach
to cooperation and empowerment of Indo-Pacific governments. This has led to increased
collaboration with regional powers that counter China's influence. Engaging with Indo-Pa-
cific partners is a key pillar of NATO's evolving strategy. The alliance acknowledges these
countries as "unique and essential partners" in its strategic concept, creating new oppor-
tunities for cooperation and coordination. Data suggests that NATO has actively sought
cooperation programs with Indo-Pacific countries since adopting its new Strategic Concept
in 2010. Common threats posed by China are cited as a primary driver for this expanding
cooperation. Liberal democracies like India, Japan, Australia, South Korea, and New Zealand
are NATO's key partners in the region. While cooperation with India remains limited, de-
fense and non-defense collaboration with Japan, Australia, South Korea, and New Zealand
is progressing. The future trajectory of NATO's cooperation with these countries will be
crucial in determining the alliance's long-term role in the Indo-Pacific. Despite its growing
engagement, NATO remains a peripheral security actor in the region. Nevertheless, the
alliance's evolving focus on the Indo-Pacific complicates its security landscape, potentially
impacting global order and cooperation dynamics.

5-Conclusion

The inference is that in the short term, NATO will seek to consolidate and expand its po-
sition in the Indo-Pacific region. Based on available data, NATO has been seeking a coop-
eration program with the Indo-Pacific countries since 2010 and the adoption of its new
strategic concept. Liberal partners, including India, Japan, Australia, South Korea, and New
Zealand, are the core countries of NATO. Despite NATO’s plans to be present in India, the
scope of their cooperation is not extensive and intertwined, but in Japan, the scope of de-
fense and non-defense cooperation between the parties has increased and is progressing.
NATO’s cooperation with Australia is also progressing, and its defense-security dimensions
have been strengthened. South Korea and New Zealand are also in NATO’s defense and se-
curity cooperation portfolio, and the parties are seeking to plan to strengthen cooperation.
In the long term, expanding support for regional partners in defending them against hard
and hybrid threats will provide a stronger basis for security cooperation with the United
States in the event of an escalation of the Chinese threat.
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