Research Letter of Political Science

Spring 2025, Volume XX, Number 2, pp.217-255

Research Paper

The Political Wisdom of the Modern State and Power Techniques in
political Science School Lessons and its Impact on the Constitutional
Process

“Jamal Mokhtari'e Rohollah Eslamize Vahid Sinaee3° Mehdi Najafzadeh“e

1. PhD in Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

2. Associate Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran
3. Assistant Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran
4. Assistant Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/ipsa.2025.542
Receive Date: 04 March 2025
Revise Date: 18 May 2025

Accept Date: 20 June 2025

[12021 by the authors, Licensee IPSA, Tehran, Iran. This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

Introduction

This study examines the political wisdom of modern government and the techniques of
discipline in the lessons of "International Law" by Mirza Hasan Khan Pirnia Moshir al-
Molk , "Principles of the Science of the Wealth of Nations" and "Fundamental Rights, i.e.
the Constitutional Etiquette of States" by Mohammad Ali Foroughi. "Administrative
Law" by Gustave Demerni, "Fundamental Rights or Principles of Constitutionalism" by
Mirza Mostafa Khan Mansoor Al-Sultaneh, who are famous and long-standing professors
of the political science school. In this context, the main question of the research is what
are the political wisdom of modern government and the techniques of power in political
science school and what are their effects on the process of constitutionalism The need to
ask this question arises from the fact that constitutionalism in Iran has an intellectual
background in terms of political thought and that the modern concepts that were raised in
the process of constitutional development and finally manifested in the constitution and its
amendments did not appear accidentally and suddenly. And among the intellectual efforts
in this direction are the teachings of the school of political science, which are of great
importance along with other intellectual efforts such as Malkam Khan, Mirza Yusuf
Khan, Mostashar al-Doleh, Akhundzadeh and the travelogues and treatises of Naseri era.

Methodology

The concept of "governance" or the "genealogy of the modern state" involves the study of
techniques, processes and approaches by which governments control all aspects of
citizens' lives and whose main aim is to regulate the population through instruments of
control. And institutions of discipline are creative. Foucault's outline of this concept can
be seen as the opening of a new field in which all three categories of government, power
and subject come together (Foucault. 2007. p. 162). Governance is a practical way of
thinking about the organization and ordering of human life in terms of attention to public
affairs (Dean. 1999. pp. 40-60). Governance refers to the mentality of governing and
relates to the technical aspects of thought, institutions and action in this context. The
components of governance include "modern political wisdom" and the "techniques and
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techniques of government". Techniques of government are designed by the rationality of
government. According to Foucault, the techniques of government are the backbone of
ruling power (Valverde. 2017. pp. 23-25). In governmentality, forms of subjectivity are
created by the rationality and techniques of governing, and governmentality is interested
in examining how both the subjects and objects of governing are free, self-governing
actors (Death. 2011. p. 25).

Table (1). Components of governance

Founding thinkers
of the modern era

Modern political wisdom

Techniques of power (techniques
of governing)

Thomas Hobbes

realist, empiricist, individualist
Purpose of government:
maintenance of security

social contract, modern
government, government agents
to handle government affairs

John Locke

realist, empiricist, individualist
Purpose of government:
Preservation of ownership

consolidation of the political
system through law
Having territory to rule
Impartial arbitrators: to settle
disputes

Montesquieu

realist, empiricist, individualist,
historical-geographical
purpose of government: the
constitution emerged from the
wishes of the people

separation of powers: it has a
moderating and balancing role.
The aim of the separation of
powers: political freedom

Results and Discussion

The political wisdom of political science school lessons reflects the wisdom of the
modern foundation itself. The attitude towards the concept of modernity began with
the foundation's own reason and religion's own action. Reason itself favours the
foundation of truth over authority (authorities, external authority, and cosmic reason)
and freedom over obedience. The foundation itself requires individual freedom and
autonomy. With his own reason, man's foundation was freed from imitation and
obedience, he was able to regain his rights and respect the rights of others. The main
axis of political wisdom in political science school lessons includes modern concepts
such as "right", "law" and "freedom". The government in political science school
lessons is linked to the modern concept of "nation-state". The nation is one of the
important modern concepts that established the new political wisdom in Iran with the
transition from serf to citizen and on the basis of the social contract. The meaning of
"nation” in political science school lessons is not "romanticism", but nation means
"political™ and has the power to exercise the right of sovereignty in a political body.
Although bureaucracy has an ancient history in Iran, the political science school
lessons show the promotion of "administrative-disciplinary government" in Iran. The
process of political development in Iran was not possible without new administrative-
disciplinary organizations to prevent chaos. The disciplinary techniques of political
science school lessons can be divided into the techniques of "administrative
discipline", "financial discipline" and "political and social discipline" (civil society).

Conclusion

Governance and the establishment of a modern state in Iran first required a transformation
in the field of micro-politics and then disciplined techniques in the administrative,
financial, political and social sectors to systematically manage the established modern
institutions. Political science school lessons are an important part of the theoretical
endeavour of the emergence of governance in Iran, which has manifested itself in
constitutionalism. Since Iranian constitutionalism includes new concepts of political

thought, these modern concepts such as "nation-state", “civil rights", "rights of the nation
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and the state", "national sovereignty", “centralism”, “parliament”, "administrative and
financial discipline”, "separation of powers", "elections", "freedom of speech, press"”
and... in terms of thought could not be formed in a vacuum, and political science school
lessons had a significant impact on explaining these concepts. "People’s rights”, "national
sovereignty” and the emergence of the "nation state" in the constitutional process
crystallized under the discourse of the "pursuit of justice" and with the concept of
equality. To be meaningful, concepts must be placed within a particular discourse in order
to be understood. The rights of the people were among the subject rights discussed in
political science school classes in contrast to the rights of Sharia, and they appeared in the
constitutional constitution and its amendments. The first and most important technique of
constitutional law to protect the constitution is the separation of powers. In modern times,
governments had acquired new "technical” functions. The constitutional revolution not
only brought about structural changes, but also brought with its new concepts of civil
liberties and triggered a moment of expression unprecedented in the country's history. The
three themes of finance, security and some freedoms were the key concepts of the
constitution and some parliamentary resolutions.

The effect of political science school lessons on the constitutional

process
ThouignthIleJJéee_fforts The constitutional law
The constitutional Travelogues, ng%ésf?gteg%n r?]r;tin
process includes: works of step in the fruition of
It is a collection of intellectuals, the constitutional
incidents, events, treatises of the process and the
activities and Nasser era, emergence of the
(intellectual, associations, new discourse of law-
political, social and schools, political seeking and modern
economic efforts scienlce teacher's government in Iran
essons '

Keywords: School of Political Sciences, Government Mentality, Foroghi, Pirnia,
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