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Introduction

The concept of Iranian identity and its role in the formation and continuity of Iranian
culture and civilization is a determining subject in understanding the past history and the
theoretical and political approaches to the future of Iran. In this context, the aim of this
research is to recreate the political discourse of Iran through the articulation of its
fundamental elements. The main issue is to examine the possibility and manner of the
formation of the discourse governing political thought in ancient Iran. A possible response
to this is that "the recreation of the discourse of political thought in ancient Iran, centered
around the concept of the ideal king, becomes feasible in such a way that this concept
serves as the connecting point of the discursive components referred to as the Iranshahr
discourse.”

Methodology

In this research, a discourse analysis methodology is specifically employed, focusing on
the ideas of Foucault, Laclau, and Mouffe. The starting point for understanding the
emergence of discourse theory is the acceptance of the notion that human communication
with reality and its representation is always mediated through language, which is by no
means a pre-existing reality. In fact, both representations and meanings are real, and
physical phenomena exist, but they only acquire meaning through language and its
meaningful systems (discourses). From this perspective, the formation and transformation
of political thought does not occur in isolation; rather, political thought transitions from
one discursive realm to another in critical conditions where it is unable to reconstruct
itself. The following figure provides a clearer illustration of how the formation and
transformation processes in the discourses of political thought occur:
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Figure 1. The cycle and process of formation of political thought
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The diagram illustrates that the formation of the political structure (1) leads to the
emergence of a hegemonic political discourse (2), and this hegemonic discourse lays the
groundwork for the development of a political thought (3) that supports the prevailing
discourse and political structure. In other words, the ruling power produces political
knowledge that legitimizes the hegemonic discourse. In fact, the ruling power first
generates the hegemonic political discourse, and then this very hegemonic political
discourse becomes the source of meaning, sustenance, and legitimacy for the ruling power
and political structure.

Results and Discussion

The self-awareness of Iranshahr not only shaped the political structure and order but also
led to the formation of a unique political discourse and thought in ancient Iran. This
discourse has contributed to the geographical, cultural, and political continuity of Iran
throughout history. Moreover, the spirit of Iranshahr has continued to thrive in a new form
as it transitioned from ancient times to later periods. In other words, the discourse of
Iranshahr has had a constant aspect that has persisted throughout history, as well as a
variable aspect that reflects the coexistence of Iranshahr's discourse with competing
discourses.

Conclusion

The discourse of Iranian identity did not die with the collapse of the Sasanian monarchy;
rather, its spirit continues to live on in a new form. The discourse of Iranian identity, as
the prevailing spirit over Iran, has ensured the geographical, cultural, and political
continuity of Iran throughout history. Even with the emergence and expansion of the
powerful Islamic discourse, the Iranian identity discourse was able to "resist" in such a
way that it was revived by the thinkers and elites of that period during the hegemony of
Islamic discourse. To the extent that the rise of the Safavid Empire can be interpreted as a
result of the revival and revitalization of the Iranian identity discourse, combined with the
religious foundations of Shia Islam.
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