Research Letter of Political Science

Spring 2025, Volume XX, Number 2, pp.111-144

Research Paper
Analysis of Conceptual Metaphors in the Positions of the Iranian Leader
towards Israel after October 7, 2023

Seyed Morteza l-lafezile Seyed Imam Razavize “Seyed Amir Niakooee3@

1. Postdoctoral Researcher in Political Science, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran
2. Adjunct Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran
3. Associate Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran

DO https://doi.org/10.22034/ipsa.2025.545
Receive Date: 21 March 2025
Revise Date: 26 May 2025

Accept Date: 14 June 2025

[12021 by the authors, Licensee IPSA, Tehran, Iran. This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

Introduction

Political language, especially within the context of conflict, has long served as a
vehicle for representing power, legitimizing actions, and shaping public perceptions.
Among its most potent tools, conceptual metaphors play a foundational role in
structuring discourse and framing complex political realities. Far from being mere
literary devices, metaphors function as cognitive mechanisms through which
individuals comprehend and navigate the social and political world—particularly in
conflict-ridden settings where metaphors serve as strategic instruments for
constructing identities, delegitimizing the "Other," and articulating the position of the
"Self" within narratives such as resistance. The longstanding conflict between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the State of Israel exemplifies such a discursive
battleground in which language—especially metaphorical language—becomes a site
for ideological contestation and symbolic struggle. The events of October 7, 2023,
and their aftermath, created a new context for the rearticulation of this discourse. In
response to these events, the speeches of Iran’s Supreme Leader were saturated with
compressed moral, theological, and political meanings, conveyed through a rich array
of conceptual metaphors. Analyzing these metaphors—within the framework of
Lakoff and Johnson’s conceptual metaphor theory—offers a deeper understanding of
how notions such as resistance, legitimacy, and enemyhood are constructed and
communicated. More importantly, it reveals how metaphorical language operates as a
strategic tool in political practice, emotional mobilization, and meaning-making. This
study, grounded in cognitive linguistics, aims to examine the metaphorical system
underlying the Supreme Leader’s post-October 7 discourse and to illuminate the
discursive mechanisms by which such language shapes political subjectivity and
drives narrative formations in the Iran-Israel conflict.
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Methodology

Conceptual metaphor theory, first introduced by George Lakoff and Mark Johnson in
1980, represents a fundamental shift in understanding the role of metaphor beyond its
traditional rhetorical and literary applications. Rather than being merely ornamental
or stylistic, conceptual metaphors are considered integral to human cognition. They
reflect the way individuals structure thought, language, and action by mapping
knowledge from a familiar source domain onto a more abstract target domain. This
theory positions metaphor as a central mechanism through which humans make sense
of the world. In contrast to the classical view, which confines metaphor to the realm
of poetic language and aesthetic expression, cognitive linguistics views metaphor as
deeply embedded in the architecture of the mind. Conceptual metaphors arise
unconsciously and pervasively shape our understanding of abstract concepts such as
time, emotion, morality, and politics. The process of metaphorical mapping allows for
the transfer of meaning between domains, with bodily and sensory experiences often
forming the basis for understanding more complex or abstract ideas.

Conceptual Metaphor Mapping: From Physical and Embodied Experience
to Abstract Target Domains

Within this framework, the metaphor is not an isolated figure of speech but a
reflection of structured conceptual systems. It is through metaphoric projection that
the mind aligns experiential structures, enabling reasoning about the unfamiliar in
terms of the familiar. Each metaphor consists of a source domain, often rooted in
tangible and embodied experiences, and a target domain, typically abstract and
intangible. The mapping between these domains is partial but systematic, involving
patterns of correspondence that give rise to metaphorical expressions in language.
The theory also incorporates insights from neuroscience, particularly through the
concept of embodied cognition. It emphasizes that mental processes are grounded in
bodily experiences and interactions with the environment. The notion of primary
metaphors, formed in early life through consistent associations between sensorimotor
experiences and abstract concepts, underscores the embodied origin of metaphorical
thought. Furthermore, the theory highlights the significance of neural mechanisms
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such as mirror neurons in linking perception and action, supporting the idea that
metaphor is not only linguistic but also neurological. This integration of linguistic,
cognitive, and neural dimensions underscores the interdisciplinary nature of
conceptual metaphor theory and its capacity to illuminate the foundations of human
meaning-making. In sum, metaphor is seen not as a decorative aspect of language but
as a cognitive tool essential for structuring human understanding across diverse
domains of experience.

Results and Discussion

This study adopts a qualitative approach grounded in cognitive linguistics to analyze
conceptual metaphors in the official statements of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Republic of Iran following October 7, 2023. Data are collected from official sources
and examined using Lakoff and Johnson’s Conceptual Metaphor Theory across three
levels: temporal, structural, and comparative. The aim is to uncover the underlying
conceptual mechanisms of conflict and resistance discourse and to explore how these
metaphors shape political narratives and representations.

1. The Zionist regime is on a path toward dissolution, and in the light of the faithful
and admirable steadfastness of the people of Gaza, the occupying regime is melting
away before the eyes of the world.

This analysis examines the statements made by the Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Republic of Iran on June 3, 2023, regarding the “melting of the Zionist regime,” with
a focus on conceptual metaphors. The central metaphor portrays the Zionist regime as
a mass of ice or a decaying structure that gradually melts under the persistent and
radiant heat of the Gaza people's resistance. Terms such as “dissolution” and
“radiance of steadfastness” metaphorically link physical concepts of disintegration,
heat, and light with political notions such as resistance, the diminishing of power, and
the collapse of a regime. At the structural level, the metaphors represent the
occupying regime as unstable, while Palestinian resistance is depicted as authentic,
natural, and life-giving. Temporally, the metaphor of melting suggests a gradual and
continuous process in which time itself becomes a medium for the erosion of the
occupier’s power. On a relational level, the metaphor emphasizes a fundamental shift
in the balance of power—where the spiritual and symbolic perseverance of the people
of Gaza transforms into a force of change in the face of apparent domination. By
creating a tangible and sensory image, this metaphor simultaneously conveys the
defeat of the enemy and the endurance of the resistance.

2. The Zionist regime cannot conceal its monstrous and demonic nature in its assault
on Gaza and the massacre of its people through deceit and feigned victimhood, nor
can it attribute the courage of Palestinian youth and their intelligent strategies to non-
Palestinians through baseless rhetoric.

This text analyzes Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements on the Zionist regime through
the lens of conceptual metaphors, particularly within the dualistic framework of
divine versus demonic forces. In this narrative, the Zionist regime is depicted as a
demonic and monstrous entity attempting to conceal the truth of its crimes through
deceit and false victimhood. However, this effort is ultimately futile, as truth is
portrayed as a stable and tangible phenomenon that cannot be permanently hidden.
Metaphors such as “monstrous face,” “demonic nature,” “lying,” and “nonsensical
speech” characterize the occupying regime as evil, deceptive, and inhuman. In
contrast, the Palestinian people are presented as symbols of courage, resistance, and
intelligence. Structurally, these metaphors frame the Israel-Palestine conflict as a
moral battle between good and evil. Temporally, they emphasize the regime’s
ongoing and cyclical attempts to distort reality. Relationally, the metaphors influence
public perceptions and shape global discourse surrounding the conflict. Ultimately,
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these metaphorical constructions highlight the asymmetry of power, casting the
Zionist regime as an oppressive and deceitful force, while elevating Palestinian
resistance as a transformative and morally superior response. These metaphors not
only expose injustice but also redefine the global narrative of the conflict.
3. When oppression and crime exceed all bounds, when savagery reaches its peak,
one must expect a storm.
In Ayatollah Khamenei’s metaphorical discourse, the. Zionist regime is depicted
through powerful conceptual metaphors such as “predation,” “storm,” and
“oppression as pressure.” Israel is portrayed as a predatory beast—wild, merciless,
and driven solely by the instinct to devour its prey, likening its treatment of
Palestinians to a savage animal ripping apart its food. This metaphor frames Israel as
a brutal predator devoid of empathy or dialogue, while Palestinians appear as
innocent victims, symbolizing a moral dichotomy of hunter and hunted. The
metaphor extends to the Arab-Israeli conflict, casting Israel as the ruthless hunter and
the Arab world, especially Palestine, as the helpless prey, laden with meanings of
victimhood, injustice, and moral superiority. The metaphor of the “storm” further
intensifies the narrative. Oppression and injustice are imagined as accumulating
pressures—Ilike heat within a pressure cooker or a dark, swelling cloud—that
eventually erupt into an uncontrollable, destructive storm. In this imagery, Palestine
represents a vessel into which the heat of injustice is poured, and once the threshold is
crossed, the eruption becomes inevitable. These metaphors collectively construct a
temporal logic of escalation, where years of accumulated oppression culminate in a
moment of violent rupture. Structurally, these metaphors articulate a gradual,
irreversible trajectory of conflict, portraying injustice as a silent, growing force that
transforms into a cataclysmic uprising. Relationally, they reveal the asymmetry
between the powerful and the powerless, the oppressor and the oppressed,
emphasizing the inevitability of collapse under the weight of sustained injustice.
Ultimately, Khamenei’s metaphors craft a narrative of moral resistance, portraying
the Palestinian struggle as not only just but destined to prevail through a storm of
righteous retribution. The imagery transforms political critique into a visceral moral
allegory of retribution, endurance, and eventual liberation.
4. Behind the Zionist regime lies a front of evil ... the Resistance Front stands in
defiance of it.
In this discourse, Iran's Supreme Leader employs the metaphor of the "Axis of Evil /
Axis of Resistance™ to frame the Israel-Palestine conflict as a struggle between good
and evil—a powerful and culturally resonant dichotomy rooted in mythological,
religious, and cognitive structures. Within this narrative, the Zionist regime is
depicted as representing the "Axis of Evil"—a systematic force of corruption,
oppression, and domination across the region. In contrast, the "Axis of Resistance"
symbolizes a luminous, righteous, yet oppressed force that stands firm like a fortified
bastion against such malevolence. This metaphor functions not only at a political
level but also evokes deep emotional and moral connotations, inviting the audience to
interpret the conflict in ethical terms. Temporally, it portrays an ongoing, historical
confrontation between good and evil—an enduring struggle that remains unresolved,
yet filled with hope for justice. Structurally, the metaphor articulates a stark contrast:
a powerful, ruthless force backed by vast resources versus a relatively weaker, but
morally upright and resilient resistance. At a relational level, the metaphor highlights
the asymmetry of power, framing the resistance as a symbol of endurance and moral
clarity amid overwhelming threat. Ultimately, the metaphor portrays an unequal yet
idealistic battle—one that emphasizes unwavering resolve, perseverance, and the
hope for eventual triumph over injustice. It constructs a narrative of resistance that is
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not only political but existential and ethically charged, aiming to inspire solidarity
and moral alignment with the oppressed.

Conclusion

This study, focusing on the role of conceptual metaphors in the statements of Iran’s
Supreme Leader regarding the Zionist regime after October 7, 2023, demonstrates
that linguistic metaphors serve as fundamental tools in political discourse and
meaning construction. Analyzing Ayatollah Khamenei’s rhetoric through Lakoff and
Johnson’s conceptual metaphor theory reveals that metaphors such as “melting of the
occupying regime,” “the Diusayrat monster,” “axis of evil,” and “storm of resistance”
are not merely linguistic expressions but cognitive frameworks essential for meaning-
making, identity formation, and delineation of moral and political boundaries. These
metaphors intertwine religious, ethical, and political elements to redefine the
“enemy,” legitimize resistance actions, and clarify the Islamic Republic’s role in the
discursive struggle against Israel. In this framework, resistance transcends political
strategy to embody a religious and moral commitment. The findings underscore the
significance of metaphor in shaping public understanding of the conflict and
resistance policies. Moreover, they highlight how metaphorical language influences
the audience’s subconscious cognition, fostering discourse cohesion, political
mobilization, and shaping public opinion. By providing a cognitive-discursive
analysis of the Supreme Leader’s statements, this research offers a novel perspective
on the dynamics of the Iran-Israel conflict discourse and emphasizes the critical role
of language as a political agency tool.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor, Linguistic Politics, Resistance Discourse, Iran—Israel
Conflict, Cognitive Linguistics.
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