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The theoretical conflict between various political and social forces in order to build a
political structure appropriate to the social context in Iran, and its symmetry with the
disorder in various areas of the social system, has continued since the coup against
the Constitutional Movement (1906) until now. In the period following the victory of
the Islamic Revolution (1978), the political forces dominating the government have
failed to optimally realize the country's major policy-making programs and goals
regarding the establishment of social justice and sustainable development. This
situation has presented a serious challenge to social solidarity in Iran's political
society. This article has put forward the hypothesis that: theoretical confusion is a
factor influencing the continuation of political anomie in the relations between the
state and society in Iran after the victory of the Islamic Revolution. To explain the
hypothesis, it has studied the answer to the question of how theoretical confusion
affects the continuation of political anomie during the Islamic Revolution. Based on
the findings, in a state of theoretical confusion, various political currents, by opposing
each other in ideals and emphasizing the refusal to differentiate, have removed the
institution of the state from the function of regulation in the overall social system, and
as a result of this situation, political anomie in the relations between the state and
society has continued. The present article, using the theoretical foundations of Emile
Durkheim and employing the descriptive-institutional method, has examined and
analyzed the data collected from library sources.

Introduction

In its orderly and conventional situation, political society enjoys a spontaneous order
in which the relationships between its various components are influenced by the
definition of a certain and coordinated representation of the totality of the social
system in the direction of sustainable evolution and development. Political anomie is
the state of political society's departure from this orderly and conventional situation.
In which social rules are not binding for agents and following them is not desirable
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for individuals. With the coup against the constitutional system (1921), structural
transformation was institutionalized as an unconventional process in Iranian political
society. In the situation of continuous structural changes in a social system, the
dominant current considers the other to be the elements, symbols, institutions, and
agents of the previous political system and considers any compromise with them as
an ontological negation of social change and a form of destructor activism against the
existing political structure. And the continuation of the revolutionary situation in the
thinking of the dominant political forces gives them the opportunity to consider any
political and social activity of the opposing social forces as a counter-revolutionary
current and with this lever to isolate a large part of the political forces and activists of
the society. In contrast, the society does not tolerate such a systemic disorder and the
cycle of structural transformation continues. Therefore, despite the occurrence of the
Constitutional Revolution, the National Movement and the Islamic Revolution in the
past one hundred years, the guiding principles of the nation-state in the Iranian
political society are still facing problems. In 2017, the Center for Strategic Studies of
the Iranian Presidency identified and categorized the challenges and crises facing Iran
in a comprehensive research project. In this research, out of one hundred (100)
identified challenges, fifty-two (52) of them are in the field of social issues. Crises
such as: crisis of social capital and public trust, crisis of social indifference, crisis of
social and psychological security, crisis in citizenship rights, crisis of hopelessness
about the future, crisis of unemployment, and crisis of air pollution are among the
most important crises in Iranian political society at the present time. In this article,
this form of accumulation and tensing of various crises in Iranian political society is
considered a serious disorder and a disease in the social system, and it is studied
under the title of "political anomie in relations between the state and society” and in

four specific sections it is explained the factors affecting political anomie.

Methodology

Durkheim's extraordinary importance to the principle of division of labor in the social
system is because he considers division of labor to have a moral character and
corresponds to fundamental social needs such as order and solidarity, which are
usually moral needs. The role of division of labor means that we know which need
division of labor is to respond to. Durkheim considers departure from the
conventional division of labor to cause disorder and anomie in social relations. In
Durkheim's approach, the collective mentality of human individuals, affected by their
temporal and spatial situation, can be the basis of belief (belief) and action (activism).
Therefore, Durkheim considers the return to morality during the period of
disintegration of human societies in the modern era to be dependent on the return to
the social (collective and intersubjective). Based on Durkheim's theoretical
framework, in a society with organic solidarity as the ideal society in his opinion,
representation among all members and social elements can only be achieved through
the principle of division of labor. In this approach, the state, as the brain of the social
system, although it is a special organ in social life, is not a factor that creates social
unity, but rather an institution that has been created to recognize society in its entirety
and maintain social unity in it. Durkheim also believes that society is made up of the
idea it has of itself. Of course, it happens that society becomes doubtful and confused
about what it should think of itself. In this case, society is struggling between two
opposing directions. These social conflicts are not the conflict between ideal and
reality, but rather the conflict between the asymmetrical ideals of different social
currents. Accordingly, Durkheim considers the goal of establishing a society with
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organic solidarity to be the creation of social reconciliation and the moderation of
conflicts between different social forces. In modern epistemology, the role of the
knowing mind in the process of cognition is given more importance. Logical thinking
means that someone thinks in an impersonal (intersubjective) manner to some extent.
Therefore, thinking in terms of concepts means that we can place the variable under
the stable and the individual essence under the social essence. General concepts such
as (time, space, numbers, personality, substance) are categories of understanding or
stable formats that encompass thought and are responsible for the most general
properties of material objects and phenomena. On this basis, the descriptive-
institutional method is considered an appropriate tool that, without exclusively
adhering to a specific theoretical approach, relies on statistics and specific numbers
and a comparative study of the phenomena in question, explains them. In other words,
the descriptive-institutional method provides the necessary basis for applying the
categories of understanding intended by Durkheim (space, numbers, time, etc.) to

explain the problem.

Results and Discussion

Durkheim considers the method of studying social solidarity to be dependent on the
classification of rights in society, because rights in their various dimensions are the
best indicator for measuring the relationship between the state and society and the
relationship between social groups with each other. In line with this theoretical
approach, other scholars have also considered the issue of human rights and needs as
a suitable tool for analyzing the way of governance in human societies. Johan Galtung
and Karl Weske are among the scholars who can be considered in the spectrum of
scholars who are in line with Durkheim regarding the necessity of addressing the
various dimensions of human rights and needs. This model shows that in a state of
theoretical confusion in a political society, its political forces do not have a desirable
understanding of the principle of division of labor in the social system and, by
deviating from the functioning of the state institution as one of the important and
coordinating components of roles in the social system, disrupt the entire political
society. The non-systemic and non-systemic thinking of the mainstream actors in the
state institution and the emphasis on the strategy of spatial preferences leads to the
violation of the needs and rights of solidarity in society, which manifests itself in the
form of crises such as the breakdown of social solidarity and the spread of structural
violence, which ultimately leads to the continuation of political anomie in the
relations between the state and society. Also, based on this research model, it is
possible to explain the transition from the situation of political anomie. The division
of labor based on the theoretical consensus of political actors and adherence to the
recognition of distinction in the entirety of the consensual system is a reverse path
that, by relying on meeting the basic needs of social individuals and realizing their
solidarity rights, provides the necessary basis for the realization of political order.
Therefore, this conceptual model can be considered as an applied study model.

Farzad Rostami et al., The Effect of Theoretical Confusion on the Persistence of Political... [RARE




Winter 2025, Volume XX, Number 1, pp.119-160

Research Letter of Political Science

Theoretical model of research to explain the agency of theoretical confusion

on political anomie and the way of transition from political anomie

Theoretical confusion

How to deal with the
principle of division of

Theoretical
consensus on the

Failure to meet needs
=Intensification of
structural violence

1- Need for life and
survival 2- Need for
well-being and comfort
3- Need for identity
4- Need for freedom
5- Need for a healthy

Based on in the division of labor| labor in the social o
regional and system division of labor| | Based on
ideological 2 ﬂ_ the
riorities Basic needs totality of

Meeting needs=
Social comfort
and
reconciliation

political
society

Inability to ecosystem Ability to
establish a _d h_ iztablgtsgl a
regulatory Solidarity rights guratory
- governmen
state and the 1-The right to peace and
formation of . - i . . "
- Lack of rights = 2- The right to Right to exercise| Political
political - development 3- The '~ _ ; order in
i Creating and - rights =Conflict |
anomie in accumulating crises right to self resolution and || refations
state-society 9¢ determination 4- The ] between the]
: and weakening . strengthening
relations solidari right to free solidari governmen
ty communication ty and society

5- The right to the
environment

After the consolidation of political power, in June 1981, the formulation of values,
norms, and material resources was placed on the agenda of the Islamists. Their
exclusive presence made the institution of the state serve a transcendent, superhuman,
and transcendental purpose. In this model of politics, there was no room for peaceful
competition between different political forces, and an arena was prepared for
unification in all social dimensions. The central school, which included the provinces
of (Isfahan, Kerman, Yazd, Semnan, Mazandaran, Arak, and Fars) and the
consolidated school (Tehran), made up a total of eight out of the 24 provinces of the
early revolution. However, despite the fact that they accounted for less than half of
the population and territory of Iran in terms of population and territory, out of a total
of 299 cabinet members in all periods of government formation after the Islamic
Revolution, nearly two hundred (200) of them belonged to the central regions of
Iran's political geography (the central school and the consolidated school). In other
words, more than 66% of the country's various political, economic, cultural, and
security positions have been held by personalities from the central regions of the
country at all times. Including positions outside the executive branch, Isfahan
province ranks first in the country with the highest number of political, cultural,
social, security, and judicial positions. This imbalance in the participation of social
forces in the political structure of power. The emphasis of the dominant political force
on the state institution on regional preferences has had adverse consequences in
various political, social and economic spheres. The difference in unemployment rates
in different regions of the country is an example of theoretical confusion in the
representation of the state institution from the totality of the social system.
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Unemployment statistics in different provinces of Iran in 1403 AH,
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The consequences of theoretical confusion in the institution of the state in various
relations in the political society do not end only with the problem of unemployment,
but theoretical confusion in the way of building a regulatory state in the social system
can affect all other cultural, political, social and economic indicators. This chaotic
situation is clearly visible in the indicators studied by the Institute for International
Economics and Peace.In the assessment of this institution, Iran has obtained a score
of 68.2 out of 163 countries based on the indicators (GPI) in 2024, which places it in
the 133rd place globally out of 163 countries and the 13th regional rank out of 19
Middle Eastern countries. Also, based on the eight Positive Peace Indexes (PPI), Iran
has been ranked 124th globally out of 163 countries and the 12th regional rank out of
19 Middle Eastern countries in 2023 with a score of 3.63. What is clear and evident is
that Iran is considered one of the countries with a very low ranking in both the
negative and positive dimensions of the criteria considered by this international
institution. It is noteworthy that Iran's ranking in the assessments of this institution
has been within the current inappropriate ranking for a relatively long period of 20
years (2005 to 2024).

Conclusion

The construction of the modern state in the Pahlavi period was a continuation of the
same process of unconventional statehood in the pre-modern period as the integration
of identity and the centralization of political power with the levers of structural
violence. This process increasingly widened the gap between the state and society.
Influenced by this structural confrontation with social identity, revolutionary
discourse emerged from within the marginalized forces and led to the collapse of the
Pahlavi regime in 1911. The Islamic Revolution, as a structural transformation in
social foundations, proposed new ideals. In this regard, the revolutionary forces faced
theoretical disagreements and conflicts when faced with issues related to how to
regulate the rules and relations governing the state-nation relationship in Islamic
society. The dominant revolutionary current (political jurisprudential Islam)
consolidated its control over the newly established institutions in the early days of the
revolution, which brought with it numerous transnational and subnational
consequences. What is most evident in the findings of this article is that in the minds
of social and political activists in the period after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, the supremacy of society over the institution of the state has been
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suspended. In this situation, the institution of the state has withdrawn from its
regulatory role in the social system, so that governments no longer have the necessary
efficiency for the fair distribution of positions of political power and material and
spiritual resources in the entire social system, and as a result, various crises appear
and accumulate in Iranian political society. Therefore, in response to the main
question of the article, it can be confirmed that the article's hypothesis based on the
effect of theoretical confusion on the continuation of political anomie in relations
between the state and society in Iran after the Islamic Revolution is verifiable.

Keywords: Political Anomie, Theoretical Confusion, Refusal to Differentiate, Division
of Labor, Solidarity Rights.
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