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ABSTRACT

Blaming is an important and highly sensitive speech act due to the threat to people's face, and
understanding its usage is important in communicating. The present study selected the speech act
of "blame", extracted its examples from 16 Arabic and Persian narrative texts, and studied it
according to the Hymes model and descriptive-analytical method. This research aims to recognize
how to use blame in Arabic and Persian and to reveal the importance of focusing on pragmatic
and cultural matters in communication. The results indicated that blame in both languages was
used more in informal situations. Also, blame was used more in equal and intimate participants
than in others; this indicates the effect of equal social status and small distance between people on
its easy usage. The frequent blame purposes in both languages may indicate the speaker's greater
activism in Arabic. Also, the tone of blame in Arabic is more intense than in Persian. The extracted
norms also indicate the blame usage in more tense situations in Persian. Also, the diversity of
blame usage in the two languages confirms the necessity of paying attention to cultural and
pragmatic matters. Blame is used more directly in both languages. Speech and behavior, have
attracted more attention in both languages due to the higher sensitivity of other topics. Also, the
frequent use of the linguistic method of question and declarative sentences in Persian and Arabic
may indicate the speaker's confidence in the correctness of the blame and the proof of the
audience's fault.
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