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Abstract

As mentioned in previous studies, in most languages of the world, the
Source-Goal asymmetry can be observed at different linguistic levels,
such as morphosyntactic, syntactic, and lexical. In this research, the
Goal-over-Source Predominance Hypothesis was comparatively
investigated in Persian, German, and Polish. To this end, we used a
series of video clips. It is worth mentioning that the Persian language
mainly encodes the path of motion outside the verb root using
satellites, which applies to both the source and goal of motion,
Therefore, as far as the path is taken into account, the Persian language
is typologically classified as a satellite-framed language. In this
research, Persian was purposefully compared with two other
languages, i.e., German and Polish, which similarly encode the path
component outside the verb root. The results of this research showed
that in the Persian language, the Goal-over-Source Predominance
Hypothesis can be observed in lexical levels as well as semantic
distinctions in divergent forms. Therefore, although all three

*Corresponding Author: ali.jamali@iau.ac.ir

How to Cite: Jamali, A., & Bashiri, F. (2025). A Comparative Study of Source-Goal
Asymmetry in Motion Events in Persian, German, and Polish. Language Science,
12(21), 107-140. doi: 10.22054/L.S.2025.77997.1618.

PRESS

ISSN: 2423-7728 Received:28/Jan/2024 * Revised:16/May/2024 * Accepted: 12/Jun/2024 Original Research

elSSN: 2538-2551


http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0882-797X
http://orcid.org/0009-0005-0532-1318

Spring & Summer 2025 | No. 21 | Vol. 12 | Language Science | 114

discussed languages show a satellite-framed lexicalization pattern
regarding path encoding, they do not necessarily show the same
patterns regarding the asymmetry between the source and the goal
components. This confirms the intra-linguistic differences of the
languages of the world regardless of their lexicalization patterns (i.e.,
satellite-framed, verb-framed, etc.).

1. Introduction

A motion event typically comprises four conceptual components:
the figure (object), the object’s motion, the path along which the
figure moves, and the ground (reference frame), relative to which the
motion occurs (Talmy, 2000: p. 25). The path component can be
schematized into three phases: the initial phase (or source), the medial
phase, and the final phase (or goal). These phases may be inherently
expressed through verb semantics or explicitly via verb satellites or
prepositional phrases.

This study adopts the framework of Fagard & Kupka (2021), which
examines motion events in German and Polish, to analyze Persian data
and address the following questions:

1. How are simple paths (with one Ground) and complex paths (with
two or more Grounds) encoded in Persian compared to German and
Polish?

2. Does Persian—a satellite-framed language in terms of path
encoding—behave similarly to German and Polish (also satellite-
framed) in the semantic encoding of goal and source components?

3. Which phase of a motion event (initial or final) do Persian speakers
prioritize in their descriptions?

2. Literature Review
As Sarda & Fagard (2022) note, the asymmetry in motion events

often reflects the tendency for goal prepositional phrases to be
expressed more frequently than source phrases. Prior studies have
tested this hypothesis using scenarios depicted by medial verbs.
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Syntactically, Nam (2004) claims that in English, goals are
typically mapped onto subjects, while sources prefer adjunct
positions, each exhibiting distinct properties in locative alternation.
However, other studies on syntax-semantics interactions reveal that
this asymmetry is not uniform across all motion verbs but is instead
verb-specific.

At the pragmatic level, parts of the path may remain unexpressed
due to additional cognitive and communicative costs, contradicting
Gricean maxims (Grice, 1989). Talmy’s window of attention concept
highlights that certain components may be foregrounded (explicitly
mentioned), while others remain backgrounded (implicit).

3. Methodology
Following Kupka & Willemet (2021), we employed the

standardized Path project video clips (Ishibashi et al., 2006) to
examine self-agentive motion events and the goal-source asymmetry.
These clips depict motion events (e.g., walking into a forest, exiting a
cave, or crossing a bridge) and include: (a) 2 training clips, (b) 55
motion-event clips, and (c) 19 filler clips showing other activities. We
selected specific clips for Persian analysis to ensure comparability
with German and Polish data (Fagard & Kupka, 2021).

4. Conclusion
This study investigated the encoding of source, goal, and medial

path in Persian compared to German and Polish. Key findings include:
Persian employs various strategies (satellites, adverbs, prepositions)
for path encoding. Like German, Persian uses verbs of motion such as
‘come’ and ‘go’ for path but resembles Polish in its limited use of path
verbs for source/goal encoding. For complex paths, Persian speakers
typically encode source and goal in separate clauses, adhering to
temporal order (source-before-goal order), aligning with German and
Polish. Persian speakers, like German and Polish speakers, show a
strong preference for explicit Ground encoding, particularly for goal-
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oriented events. In complex paths, Persian tends to encode two
Grounds in source-goal sequences, suggesting a typological
commonality among the three languages.

Keywords: Persian language, lexicalization patterns, motion, source
of motion, goal of motion.
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