Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature a
Quarterly, Vol 4, No 7, Spring & Summer 2025, 1-20 | ’ 0

Ny . 2
GEOIIUGEA vamestyarminn

The Function of Myth and Epic in the Rhetorical Layer of Nasrallah Mardani’s
ReligiousGhazals

Maryam Rezaii Avval*

Hasan Delbari*

Mehyar Alavi Moghaddam®*

Ali Tasnimi##=*

Abstract

Layered stylistics is a modern approach to stylistic analysis that seeks to establish a
relationship between the form of a work and its content. Within this framework, a text is
examined across five layers: phonological, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological.
Analyzing these layers allows the critic to identify which level is most prominent in an
author’s style. The present study applies this approach to the ghazals of Nasrallah Mardani,
who is a leading figure in contemporary devotional poetry, to assess the extent to which
he employs mythological and epic elements within the rhetorical layer of his work, and
identify the rhetorical devices in which these elements are most evident. The central
research question, pursued through a descriptive—analytical method, concerns the degree to
which Mardani’s use of mythological and epic motifs reflects his personal literary outlook.
The findings indicate that, among rhetorical figures of meaning, Mardani places the greatest
emphasis on metaphor and simile. He also makes significant use of allusion, semantic
harmony, and personification, the latter functioning as a form of implicit metaphor.
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Ghazal, Nasrallah Mardani.

Introduction

Layered stylistics is a contemporary method in literary criticism that seeks to establish a
connection between the style of a work and its content. Within this framework, the text is
analyzed across five layers: phonological, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological.
Examining these layers enables the critic to determine which is most prominent in an
author’s work. This article combines two critical perspectives: the context-based and the
text-based approaches. While the primary framework is context-oriented, the incorporation
of statistical data also lends the study a text-based dimension. The focus of this research
is the ghazals of Nasrallah Mardani. He is widely recognized as a leading representative
of contemporary religious poetry. The study aims to assess the extent to which Mardani
employs mythological and epic elements within the rhetorical layer of his poetry, and to
identify the specific rhetorical devices in which these elements are most visible. The central
research question is: to what extent does the use of mythological and epic elements in
Mardani’s ghazals reflect his personal literary vision? Mardani composed some of the most
enduring epic poems of the revolutionary era. When revolutionary poetry began to slip
into slogans and forfeit its wealth of imagery and metaphor, he restored its vitality through
inventive compositions and stylistic innovations, paving the way for new poetic horizons.
Methodology

This research was conducted using a library-based method, drawing on credible scholarly
books and articles, and applying a descriptive—analytical approach. Data description
follows an inductive process (from the particular to the general), and data analysis is
qualitative, focusing on contemporary ghazals containing mythological and epic elements.
The research stages included: reading and note-taking from selected ghazals; classifying
notes; analyzing the data within different rhetorical sub-layers; compiling findings and
conclusions; and finally, reviewing and editing the text.

Analysis and Discussion

Nasrallah Mardani succeeded in blending epic and ghazal, two genres that had traditionally
stood in opposition to one another. He regarded the Sacred Defense, like his poetry, as a
combination of epic and love, and believed that speaking about it required a language of its
own. The discovery of this distinctive language was one of Mardani’s other achievements.
After a period of illness, this poet passed away in Karbala on March 9, 2004 and was buried
in his birthplace, Kazeroon.

In Mardani’s poetry, rhetorical devices serve his epic expression. For example, he employs
metaphor in describing mythological and epic elements within his ghazals—most of which
revolve around war and resistance—through innovative compounds such as “the Zahhak
of the age”, “the rider of destiny”, “the Simurgh of dawn”, and “the blacksmith of the
sun”. Although many of these combinations function as genitive similes, they are used in a
metaphorical sense. Most of Mardani’s metaphors are of the explicit abstract type, derived
from a mindset that substitutes phenomena for one another based on their external similarity
and surface resemblance. Another rhetorical approach he employs is personification. In five
couplets of his ghazals, with an epic and mythological orientation, he uses this device six
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times. Of these, four instances (e.g., “the sound of assaulting footsteps,” “the trembling of
the night’s body”, “the scream of the sun”, “the bleeding of the flower”) are examples of
anthropomorphism, while two (“the roar of blood” and “the rider of destiny”) are examples
of zoomorphism.

In his ghazals, from the perspective of mentioning or not mentioning the point of similarity,
the eloquent simile of the additive type shines brightly, with examples such as: “The
Blacksmith Of The Sun”, “The Dragon Of Thunder”, “The Hemlock Of Grudges”, “Arash
Of Spring”, “The Poison Of Hypocrisy”, “The Armor Of Takbir”, “Esfandiyar Of Fate”, and
“Manijeh the Sorceress of the Breeze” is also an example of a detailed simile. In this regard,
concise similes are not observed. However, regarding rhetorical devices like observance of
similarity and allusion, it must be said that these devices have not been used extensively.
In Mardani’s ghazals, where mythological and epic elements are employed, compared to
the devices of simile and metaphor, there are no vivid observances of similarity except for
one or two cases, and allusion is not particularly prevalent either, with the poet using this
device in only six verses. Since the analysis in this writing is based on myth and epic, the
allusions employed are also of the mythological and epic type.

Conclusion

The devotional ghazals of the late Nasrollah Mardani, with a mythological and epic approach
at the rhetorical level, are characterized by the poet’s movement between metaphorical and
simile-based styles; however, his tendency leans more toward the simile style, particularly
sensory-to-sensory similes, where he focuses largely on the tangible surface of objects. In
the case of metaphor, Mardani mostly employs explicit and bare metaphors, which again
reflect his outward-looking perspective on things. According to the authors, this distinctive
outlook of the late Nasrollah Mardani on nature and mythological-epic elements is rooted in
the environment of his childhood. In Mardani’s metaphors and similes, the transformation of
myths can be clearly observed. This transformation means that the poet assigns new meanings
to mythological and epic concepts and employs them to advance his purpose: depicting
the face of war, the martyr, martyrdom, and the Baathism enemy. In animating inanimate
elements, an act that itself belongs to the process of myth-making, the poet primarily turns to
personification, with only a single instance of animalization. Other rhetorical devices such as
allusion, metonymy, and semantic harmony appear less frequently in the ghazals under study.
As for allusion, given that the focus of this article is myth and epic, the allusions themselves
are likewise mythological and epic in nature.
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