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ABSTRACT

In the Divan of Khaqani, the 6th-century poetic imagist, a significant portion of
his imagery is constructed solely through the artistic deployment of specific
lexical choices—demonstrating his ability to transform simple words into
vehicles of artistic function. The word treasure which holds a privileged position
in occult sciences talismanic arts, and the lore of buried treasures, is one such
example. M.R. Shafiei Kadkani’s sixfold taxonomy of rhetorical criticism, the
philosophical underpinnings of figurative imagery are analyzed through six
foundational motifs: Sound-based devices (musicality) and semantic innovation,
Audience deception, Lexical selectivity and semantic expansion, Norm-breaking,
Intertextuality with cultural/religious traditions, and Rhetorical Issues.

Applying analytical methods to rhetorical criticism—particularly through
close readings of micro-imagery—can both elucidate ambiguities in classical
Persian literary tropes and expand the technical horizons of rhetorical theory.

A study of Khaqgani’s rhetorical imagery constructed around the word treasure,
based on Shafiei Kadkani’s sixfold framework, reveals how the poet’s mastery
of historical and cultural precedents elevates this simple triliteral word into a
multifunctional rhetorical device with profound artistic utility.
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rhetorical imagery, the six-fold classification of the foundations of literary
devices
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