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This paper explores and compares the movement dynamics in Attar’s The
Conference of the Birds (Mantiq al-Tayr) and Al-Marri’s The Epistle of
Forgiveness. Both works depict a spiritual journey and mystical quest;
however, they differ in their representations of movement. Attar’s work, as a
mystical text, uses the evolutionary journey of birds as a metaphor for seekers
of God, while Al-Marri, with his unique philosophical perspective, approaches
the concept of journey and movement as an intellectual and philosophical
voyage. This study explores various dimensions of movement and compares
the philosophical concepts presented in these two works. While Attar uses
mystical metaphors to depict a spiritual journey toward ultimate truth, Al-Marri
adopts a philosophical and skeptical approach, offering a mental journey and a
critical examination of the religious and social beliefs of his era. The primary
objective of this research is to analyze the depth and significance of movement
in both works and to conduct a comparative analysis of this movement from
mystical and philosophical perspectives. Employing a comparative approach
and content analysis, this study explores the origins, characteristics, and
outcomes of movement in the two works. The findings indicate that movement
in The Conference of the Birds symbolizes a spiritual journey toward
perfection, whereas in The Epistle of Forgiveness, it represents a philosophical
and intellectual progression aimed at criticizing traditional worldviews.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The mystical and philosophical literature of Islamic and Eastern traditions has long provided a
rich foundation for analyzing and exploring fundamental human and ontological concepts.

Two outstanding works in this field, The Conference of the Birds by Attar of Nishapur and The
Epistle of Forgiveness by Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri, employ narrative and symbolic structures to
present a novel perspective on dynamic movement in the spiritual journey and the quest for
truth. In this context, the concept of "movement” or "dynamics" is understood not only as
physical displacement but also as a metaphor for spiritual and psychological processes. In The
Conference of the Birds, the birds' journey toward the Simurgh symbolizes a mystical quest,
with each stage marked by challenges, purification, and transcendence. On the other hand, in
The Epistle of Forgiveness, the journey of the main character through the afterlife serves as a
narrative framework that intricately weaves together religious, philosophical, and social
critique. Both works, from the perspective of dynamic movement, present complex models of
physical, spiritual, and metaphysical motion, which are analyzed in this comparative study.

The primary aim of this research is to analyze and compare the patterns of dynamic movement
in these two works to demonstrate how each text, through its unique structural dynamics,
deepens epistemological and spiritual themes. The central question is whether the dynamic
movement in The Conference of the Birds and The Epistle of Forgiveness follows similar
principles and structures or if each possesses its own distinct system of movement. The
structure of this article is as follows: first, the theoretical section will elaborate on the concept
of dynamic movement and the research framework. Next, the comparative section will analyze
selected examples from both works side by side. Finally, the findings will be presented in the
conclusion.

Method:

Despite numerous studies in mystical and philosophical literature, a comprehensive
comparative analysis of dynamic movement in these two significant works has yet to be
conducted. This article aims to fill this research gap by employing the theoretical framework of
movement schemas, offering a fresh perspective on these classical texts. The findings of this
study may contribute to a deeper understanding of the spiritual and psychological concepts in
the works of Attar and Ma'arri, providing new insights for comparative studies in mystical and
philosophical literature.

Conclusion:

This study examines and analyzes the dynamics of movement in “The Conference of the Birds"
by Attar of Nishapur and "The Epistle of Forgiveness" by Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri. The primary
objective is to compare how these two poets utilize the concept of movement and its dynamics
in their works. The findings indicate that although both poets use movement to express inner
and philosophical transformations, their methods and the associated semantic implications
differ significantly. In The Conference of the Birds, movement symbolizes a spiritual journey



and serves as a path to attaining truth and mystical perfection. The birds undertake symbolic
movements to navigate various cognitive and mystical stages, ultimately reaching the ultimate
truth. This movement is not merely a tool for personal and spiritual transformation; it also
serves as a means of illustrating the mystical experience. It holds a metaphysical significance,
symbolizing an ascending journey from darkness to enlightenment and from ignorance to
knowledge.

However, in The Epistle of Forgiveness, movement is primarily depicted as a search within the
material and human realms. It is portrayed as a complex process filled with doubt and
philosophical inquiry. Ma'arri perceives movement not only as a spiritual process but also as a
dynamic force operating within both individual and social contexts. In this work, movement is
more concretely connected to human and societal dimensions, particularly addressing internal
contradictions, intellectual cycles, and spiritual struggles. Here, movement is not merely a path
to truth but also an exploration of suffering, sin, and redemption within the human experience.
By comparing these two works, it becomes evident that while Attar presents movement as an
ascending path leading to ultimate perfection, Ma'arri portrays it as a complex quest filled with
unanswered questions in both human and philosophical contexts. This difference in the use of
movement reflects their fundamentally distinct perspectives on humanity and existence. Attar
perceives movement as a purifying and spiritual process, whereas Ma'arri emphasizes its
philosophical and human dimensions, viewing it as an integral part of the human experience
with its unique complexities.

Furthermore, this study demonstrates that, while previous research has generally examined
movement in the mystical and philosophical works of Islamic writers, this comparative analysis
reveals new dimensions of movement and its impact on the development of philosophical and
mystical concepts in Islamic literature.

The findings underscore the importance of movement as a fundamental tool for understanding
spiritual and human transformations, demonstrating how this concept plays a crucial role in
defining human experience and the pursuit of truth in the works of Attar and Ma‘arri.
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