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Abstract

Film translation varies depending on the content of each scene. One
important aspect is polite speech, which includes expressions of
courtesy, respect, humility, and gratitude. Politeness theory, also
referred to as linguistic politeness, belongs to the field of applied
linguistics and discourse analysis. First introduced by Brown and
Levinson in 1978 and revised in 1987, the theory offers a framework
to study politeness in communication. This study investigates the
translation of polite speech in the film The Last Season (2008) and its
Arabic subtitles using Brown and Levinson’s model. The aim is to
examine how Persian politeness strategies correspond with the
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theorists’ categories of direct and indirect speech, positive politeness,
and negative politeness. The film was selected because of its high
frequency of indirect polite speech, cultural courtesies, and respectful
forms of address. Using a descriptive-analytical method, polite
expressions were identified in the Persian dialogues, their Arabic
subtitles extracted and tabulated, and then analyzed within the
theoretical framework. The findings show that speakers frequently use
indirect strategies to convey meaning implicitly, while the translator
similarly employed indirect tools to preserve politeness. However, in
some subtitles, politeness was omitted, leaving certain requests
unstated and avoiding face-threatening acts.

Keywords: Politeness theory, Brown and Levinson, politeness
strategies, The Last Season, Arabic subtitling.

Introduction

Politeness is a cornerstone of intercultural communication, embedded
in linguistic and social norms. Brown and Levinson’s (1987)
politeness theory, rooted in Goffman’s concept of “face,” provides a
framework for analyzing how speakers mitigate face-threatening acts
(FTAS) through strategies such as direct and indirect speech, as well
as positive and negative politeness. This study examines the
translation of Persian polite speech into Arabic subtitles in The Last
Season, a film notable for its indirect politeness, cultural deference,
and honorifics. The research addresses two main questions:

1. How does the Arabic translator handle Persian polite speech?

2. Which of Brown and Levinson’s politeness strategies correspond
to Persian linguistic markers?

The dialogues in The Last Season, rich in implicit requests and
cultural nuances, provide an ideal corpus for this investigation.
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Literature Review

Several prior studies have examined politeness strategies and their
translation in Persian contexts:

1. Mohammadnia Dizaji (2008): Analyzed dubbed English—Persian
films, focusing on how politeness markers were adapted in
audiovisual translation.

2. Karami (2009): Examined Persian and English speakers’ strategies
for polite complaints, identifying overlapping protest strategies.

3. Azarparand (2013): Compared structural parallels in Japanese—
Persian polite speech, identifying both lexical and syntactic
frameworks.

4. Khodaie Moghaddam et al. (2014): Cataloged high-frequency
Persian polite terms using Brown and Levinson’s theory.

5. Rahmani et al. (2015): Investigated politeness and impoliteness in
Persian young-adult novels, showing an inverse correlation between
power dynamics and politeness.

Research Methodology

This study analyzes the Arabic subtitles of The Last Season (2008)
through Brown and Levinson’s politeness theory. Persian politeness
markers—such as indirect expressions, cultural courtesies, and
honorifics—were examined to assess their rendering into Arabic. A
descriptive-analytical approach was applied:

1. Data Collection: 50 Persian dialogues and their Arabic subtitles
were selected, focusing on politeness markers.

2. Coding: Dialogues were categorized using Brown and Levinson’s
strategies:

o Direct/indirect FTAs.

o Positive/negative politeness.

o Omission of FTAs.



Spring & Summer 2025 | Vol. 15 | No. 32 | Translation Researches in the Arabic Language and Literature | 100

3. Analysis: Subtitles were evaluated for equivalence in politeness
strategies.

Findings and Discussion

1. Direct FTAs (24%) Some Persian directness was retained in
Arabic.

o Persian: «., oS sl (“Let him go!”) — Arabic: «as|,w _albi»

(imperative, no mitigation).
o Persian: «Scis ¢, 0 |21 (“Why did you lie to me?") — Arabic:

«s e ois o» (direct accusation).

Implication: By prioritizing literal accuracy over politeness, the
translator risked intensifying face-threatening acts in Arabic.

2. Indirect FTAS (22%) Persian indirectness was often preserved.
o Persian: «. .zl =15 &5 4» (“Let’s not bother you”) — Arabic:

«zle3W S s ol 2> (4] fear we might disturb you™).
o Persian: «§ & ol a2 (“Could you clarify?”) — Arabic: «
58 mesdl  SSep» (“Could  you  clarify  further?”).

Implication: Indirect strategies reduced face threats, aligning with
Arabic’s preference for hedging.

3. Positive Politeness (20%) Expressions of solidarity were
translated smoothly.

o Persian: «p,ls ey (“Ilove you”) — Arabic: « b
o Persian: «.; .\ 5, 55,4 las» (“God bless your father”) — Arabic:

« Sl Frf o
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Implication: Shared cultural expressions of positive politeness
facilitated equivalence.

4. Negative Politeness (29%) Deference strategies translated
effectively.

e Persian: «ua.zs» (“Excuse me”) — Arabic: «i,iaa».
o Persian: «$u:8 &S azo» (“Could you help?”’) — Arabic: « S o
NECWNIR

Implication: Arabic’s honorific system allowed natural rendering of
negative politeness.

5. Omission of FTAs (5%) Some politeness markers were not
translated.

o Persian: «.y 3>~ v 4 LW» (“Dad, acknowledge me!”) — omitted.

Implication: Subtitling constraints (time/space) likely caused
omissions.

Conclusion

Based on Brown and Levinson’s model, most speech acts in The Last
Season—including commands, requests, and complaints—inherently
threaten both the hearer’s and speaker’s face. The translator attempted
to mitigate these FTAs by restructuring dialogue in line with
politeness norms. In the Arabic subtitles, speech acts were either
unmitigated (appearing as commands, criticisms, or explicit
complaints) or mitigated through compensatory devices such as
modifiers, hedges, and approximators.

The study concludes that:

1. Indirect strategies (44%) and negative politeness (29%) were most
frequently employed, reflecting the Persian originals.
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2. Direct FTAs (24%) were retained where cultural equivalence took
precedence over politeness.

3. Omission of FTAs (5%) was largely due to subtitling constraints.
These findings highlight the complexities of transferring politeness
across cultures and demonstrate the utility of Brown and Levinson’s
framework for analyzing subtitled film dialogue.
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