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Extended Abstract

The Mathnawi-yi Ma‘nawi of Mowlana'comprises nearly 26,000 verses, among
which several are regarded as master verses (shah-bayt). Each of these carries
profound meanings and encapsulates vast spiritual and philosophical insights within
the limited space of letters and words.

“Yonder world is a city full of bazaar and gain / So that you do not suppose
that trade here is true merit”.

Many commentators have written on this verse, and in the present study we examine
a number of these interpretations. However, the reading offered in this article is one
that connects the verse to the hadith of Suq al-Suwar (also known as Siiq al-Janna),
a connection overlooked by previous commentators.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method and is based on a
comprehensive review of relevant library-based sources.

Discussion

According to the author’s interpretation, this verse is closely connected to the hadith
of Stiq al-Janna (“the Market of Paradise”) and contains a novel layer of meaning.
This hadith is found in credible Islamic sources and, when viewed in this light, the
verse takes on deeper mystical dimensions. On a primary level, it evokes the notion
of trade oriented toward the afterlife and alludes to a particular mode of exchange in
the world to come. On closer analysis, however, the verse also reveals Mowlana’s
understanding of the paradisiacal market and its essentials. The aim of this article is
to critically assess various existing commentaries on this verse and demonstrate that
the explicit link between the verse and the Stiq al-Janna has largely been neglected.

The concept of a heavenly market has strong roots in Islamic hadith literature and
has been described in various ways, each allowing for different interpretive
possibilities. One may begin with the most authoritative collections of hadith: Sahih
Muslim, for instance, reports that “the market of paradise is held on Fridays, and a
sweet breeze is granted there, which beautifies the faces and garments of the dwellers
of paradise”.

Among Muslim thinkers, 1bn ‘Arabi has addressed the concept of Stiq al-Janna
more than any other, offering remarkable insights about it. Ibn ‘Arabi was older than
Mowlana but lived during the same period, and it is likely that Mowlana was
influenced by him. In contrast to many other core ideas in Mowlana’s system—
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which can often be traced to figures like Sana’1 and ‘Attar—there is no mention
of L, e the Market of Paradise in the works of Sana’T or “Attar.

Given that paradise is the manifestation of the madinat al-‘ilm (City of
Knowledge) in the afterlife, where suwar ‘ilmiyya (intelligible forms) are offered as
divine manifestations, the paradisiacal market can be understood as the realization
of this spiritual utopia. Mowlana himself evokes this imagery in describing “a city
full of markets”—a place in which one may access endlessly diverse forms and
appearances, thereby transforming the otherwise repetitive rewards of paradise into
a source of continual spiritual engagement and variety.

Conclusion

Mowlana’s verse, when read in light of this hadith, reveals deep and thought-
provoking meanings. Although the connection between the verse and the hadith of
Stq al-Suwar appears evident, most commentators on the Mathnawt have failed to
acknowledge it, resulting in interpretations that bypass these implications.

Among Islamic scholars, the possibility of “gain” in the afterlife has been a
subject of debate. Shi‘i commentators of the Mathnawi—such as Sabzawar1 and
Karim Zamani—have interpreted this verse as a denial of the possibility of gain in
the afterlife. In contrast, other commentators, such as Bahr al-‘Ulim, Anqarawi,
Akbarabadi, Khwaja Ayyiib, and Zarrinkib, affirm the possibility of such gain and
regard this verse as a reference to it. Yet none of them connect the verse to the hadith
of Siiq al-Suwar. Even Foriizanfar—who is otherwise deeply attentive to the
Qur’anic and hadith sources Mowlana draws upon—does not reference this hadith.

The author foregrounds the connection between the verse and the hadith of Siiq
al-Suwar on the basis of the hadith’s credibility within Islamic tradition. In this
matter, Mowlana appears to be in alignment with mystics like Ibn ‘Arabi, affirming
the existence of a form of gain in the afterlife. By invoking the imaginal world (‘alam
al-khayal) and the role of suwar (forms) in mystical ontology, Mowlana alludes to a
metaphysical understanding of the hereafter. This reading ties the notion of afterlife
gain to the acquisition of suwar, and thus, the qualitative characteristics of imaginal
existence in the afterlife may likewise be extended to this mode of acquisition.

As described in the hadiths of Stiq al-Suwar, the qualities of paradise forms can’t
be compaired to the limits of the material world, and one may transform to multiple
appearances and experience infinite varieties of form. Such an interpretation has not
been previously proposed. This kind of gain and experience reveals the qualitative
difference between the forms of this world and the next—and it is precisely for this
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reason that Mowlana portrays worldly gain as a childish game when compared to the
spiritual utopia.
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