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Abstract

One of the important genres in mystical literature is Qalandari poetry, whose common themes in Sanai’s works
penetrated into later mystical poetry. After him, Attar and Iraqgi revealed Qalandari concepts in their works
through composing Qalandari poems, and Maghrebi, a poet of the eighth and ninth centuries, by celebrating
these three poets in his Divan, endorsed their influence on him, especially that of Iragi. Qalandar and
Qalandarism share both similarities and differences in the views of these mystics. The findings of this paper,
which employs textual research and analysis, reveal that Qalandari poems in Sanai and Attar’s works, on the one
hand, and in Iragi and Maghrebi works, on the other, have much in common regarding immediate and repetitive
repentance-breaking and fleeing from religious symbols toward corruption. However, they differ in other
aspects, such as attitudes of acceptance or disdain toward the Qalandar’s physiognomy, the contrast between
mosque and tavern (as bases for good and evil), and other factors.
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Introduction

One of the noteworthy genres in literature, particularly mystical literature, is Qalandari poetry. It has been
defined as follows: “It is a type of poetry in which the poet tries to challenge the conventional and moral values
of society and substitute them with values that, from the perspective of society and the guardians of religious
law, are considered anti-values ” (Shafiei Kadkani, 2007, p. 34).
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There are contradictory opinions regarding the etymology and meaning of the term itself. VVarious meanings
have been recorded forlit, such as “heavy burden,” “uncouth and unpolished person,” “chieftain,” “elder,” and
“benefactor” (Boroumand, 2005, p. 14).

Views also vary on the origins of the school of thought. Some consider it a continuation of the Malamatiyya,
a movement that formed in the 3rd century AH (9th century CE), whose central pillar was sincerity (ekhlas) and
which itself was influenced by the traditions of the Ayyaran and Fotowwat chivalric orders (Keyvanfar, 2011, p.
91). If so, one of its main differences from the Malamatiyya is that the Malamatis did not aim to scorn beliefs,
but rather to discipline their own souls (Mortazavi, 1986, p. 133).

Others have traced the origins of the Qalandariyya to the motavve ‘a (volunteer warriors) or ghazis (warriors
for Islam), who made detachment from homeland and indifference to social conventions the foundation of the
Qalandari path. Otherwise, they may be remnants of itinerant Manichaean or Buddhist dervishes who existed in
Irag, Khorasan, and Mesopotamia even before Islam (Zarrinkoub, 1978, pp. 360-361).

But whatever the Qalandar was and is, in Persian mystical poetry, through a clear transformation, he emerges from
the confines of the kharabat (tavern/spiritual ruin) and approaches the station of the Perfect Man (Ensdan-e Kamel).

Even though in mysticism, self-conceit prevents “transformation,” from this perspective the Qalandar, who
symbolizes self-abnegation, can reach the high point and become the axis of mysticism as the Perfect Man.

This essay, through an exact consideration of the Divans (collected poems) of four prominent Persian poets—
Sanai, Attar, Iragi, and Maghrebi—seeks to identify the figure of the Qalandar and the Qalandari path in their
works, and to discover the similarities and differences in their depictions of the Qalandar.

EEINT3 EEINT3

Review of Literature
One of the most comprehensive works on the Qalandar and the ideology of the Qalandariyya is Shafiei
Kadkani’s (2007) book Qalandariyya in History, which examines the historical trajectory of this tradition.

Zarrinkoub (1978), in Search in Iranian Sufism, has discussed aspects of both the Malamatiyya and the
Qalandariyya. Hellmut Ritter, in a chapter of The Ocean of the Soul, compares the Qalandari-themed works of
Attar and Sanai. Amini Lari (2003), in her M.A. thesis titled A Study on the Qalandariyya and the Alteration and
Clarification of Forty Qalandari Qasidas and Ghazals by Sanai, explored Qalandari thought.

Articles such as Qalandari Themes in Persian Mystical Poetry from Sanai Onwards by Dobrin (1996), and A
Comparison of Qalandari Motifs in the Works of Sheikh Ahmad-e Jam and Hafez-e Shirazi by Afzari et al., have
also addressed certain Qalandari beliefs. Nevertheless, no research has been conducted to date on the representation
of the Qalandar in the poetry of Iragi and Maghrebi, nor on a comparative study of these four poets.

Methodology

Since understanding Qalandari’s beliefs in literary history on the one hand, and comprehending the thought of
these four major Persian poets on the other, is only possible through textual study, this research is based on the
library method. After identifying Qalandari themes in their works, major Persian sources on the Qalandari
tradition and its principles were first examined. Subsequently, these themes were analyzed more specifically
within the Divans of the four poets. Lastly, to understand the portrayal of the Qalandar in their works, a
comparative analysis was conducted to highlight both similarities and differences, thereby revealing each poet’s
perspective on this controversial literary figure—the Qalandar.

Results

Sanai, as a pioneer in composing Qalandari ghazals, highlights traits such as wine-drinking, nonchalance,
rascality (rendi), and gallantry (gollashi). These features become more explicit in Attar’s Divan, expressed
through outward signs such as wearing earrings, donning felt garments, cunning, corruption (efsad), and
dwelling in the tavern (kharabat).

In Iragi poetry, the Qalandar is a connoisseur of pain (dord-asham), a bon vivant (khosh-bash), beggarly yet
holding treasures of meaning in his heart. In Maghrebi’s poetry, he is a gambler, a constant reveler (khammar),
an endurer of pain, and a devotee of beauty and mystical audition (sama ).

Across all four poets, the Qalandar consistently embodies two essential features: breaking repentance and
fleeing from virtue to corruption. Yet, in Sanai’s poetry, breaking repentance is to evade hypocrisy (riya), while
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in Attar and Iraqi’s works, it is inspired by wine or beauty—for in their “religion of love” (mazhab-e
asheqaneh), repentance itself is meaningless.

In their works, the mosque and monastery give way to tavern and wine-house, and the gebla shifts to the
beloved’s eyebrow. The tavern is the gravitational core oflQalandari belief in all four poets.

However, differences remain:

# For Sanai and Attar, the Qalandar is viewed with disapproval. Sanai especially adopts society’s scornful
gaze, making no effort to elevate his image. Attar wavers between piety and corruption, neither wholly
embracing mosque nor tavern, at times even linking Qalandari behavior to infidelity (kofr).

# lIragi and Maghrebi, in contrast, wholeheartedly affirm the path, seeing tavern-dwelling as the shortest
route to Truth.

# Another distinction is that in Iraqi and Maghrebi’s vision, one enters the tavern while still maintaining
external religious practices, shattering them within. For Sanai and Attar, tavern-going occurs only after
abandoning religious observances.

# For Sanai and Attar, this is a gradual going (raftan), but for the Iraqi it is a sudden becoming (shodan), as
if one rises from the prayer rug and dons the zannar (Magian girdle).

Though Maghrebi’s imagery of the Qalandar is notlas bold or impassioned as Iraqi’s, the intellectual parallels
in their Qalandari themes are undeniable.
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