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Abstract

One of the newest issues related to the language of the Quran and revelation is the hypothesis of dreaming as
revelation or dream theory of revelation, which has been raised in the last decade and has been the subject of
attention and criticism by experts. One of the main issues of this hypothesis is that it was influenced by the
teachings and life of mystics and poets, especially Jalal al-Din Mohammad Balkhi, known as Rumi. The
proposer of this hypothesis (Soroush) tries to confirm his hypothesis by citing evidence from Rumi’s poems and
showing the effectiveness of his teachings. Considering this issue, this study aims to provide a brief but
theoretical critique of this hypothesis by analyzing the text of the Quran with a critical approach, and to show the
theoretical and fundamental weaknesses of this hypothesis and its contradictions or mistakes in relation to
Rumi's basic ideas in Masnavi. The results, with the help of Rumi's thoughts in the fields of theology,
cosmology, anthropology and prophetology, Quranology and revelationology, show that the dream theory of
revelation is in some cases different and contradictory to Rumi's ideas and thoughts.
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Introduction

In recent years, Abdul Karim Soroush has expressed numerous discussions about the Quran and the Prophet,
especially about the type of revelation in the Quran, which has been hotly debated. The dream of Quranic
revelation is a hypothesis that he has put forward since 2013 in a series of articles entitled Muhammad (PBUH)
is the Narrator of Prophetic Dreams and in 6 articles until 2016 (Soroush, 2013-2016). Despite many serious
criticisms, the proponents of this hypothesis continue to insist on this hypothesis and have not succeeded in
completing its shortcomings or correcting its mistakes and assumptions. The hypothesis of considering the
revelation in the Quran as a dream has attracted the attention of experts and Quran scholars and has become a
public phenomenon due to its publication. Therefore, the author of the present study aims to criticize some
aspects of this hypothesis that require reconsideration and, with the help of Rumi's fundamental ideas, show its
problems and errors.
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Literature Review

Since the writing of the first articles, many scientific and non-scientific criticisms and opinions have been
presented regarding the dream theory of revelation. These studies fall into two categories of implicit and explicit
criticism of this theory using Rumi's perspective.

The main studies that have implicitly examined the views of Rumi and Soroush are as follows: The book
Critique of Prophetic Dreams by Nasri, which in a few pages of the book under the title of Rumi's Distortions
(Nasri, 2016a, p. 76-83) has criticized and mentioned Soroush’s distortions of Rumi’s verses under several
headings (Rumani's distortion, the language barrier, the story of Daqgogi in the Masnavi). Of course, this author
has also previously made useful and relevant references to Rumi's thoughts in his book Ignoring Quran under
the title of "Revelation in Rumi's View" (Nasri, 2016b, p. 215-232) and The Secret of the Text: Hermeneutics,
text readability, and the logic of understanding religion (Nasri, 2012) and the article The Origin of Revelation in
Rumi's Thought (Nasri, 2008, p. 177-194).

Regarding the study of the idea of revelation from Rumi's perspective, the book Revelation and Miracles
from the Perspective of Rumi (Bazafkan, 2019) is also worth mentioning, which deals with the two categories of
revelation and miracle and has vaguely referred to Soroush’s hypotheses. Of course, there are many works and
articles that specifically deal with theology, cosmology, anthropology and the position of the Prophet or perfect
human being, Quranology, and revelation from Rumi's perspective, or have been written about Rumi's thoughts
and worldview in general. The opinions of Soroush, who repeatedly points out that he took the main source or
inspiration for his opinions from the opinions of previous mystics and poets, have not been written as an
independent critique. He specifically mentions Jalal al-Din Rumi, the famous mystic and poet, in different
languages, or often cites and argues from his poems and thoughts, and uses them to strengthen or confirm the
foundations of his hypothesis. Therefore, the main research questions of this research are: Considering Rumi's
central ideas and principles, what criticisms are made of this hypothesis? What fundamental principles and issues
has the author of the hypothesis not paid attention to in interpreting Rumi's poems?

Methodology

In this study, using an analytical-critical method, the author tries to briefly introduce Rumi's thoughts in the
fields of theology, cosmology, anthropology, prophetology, Quranology, and revelationology, to criticize
Soroush's views on the dream theory of revelation regarding these aspects.

Results

In the author’s opinion, a significant part of the mistakes or doubts that Soroush quotes or cites from Rumi or
other mystics regarding the revelation, the language and expression of the Quran, and the role of the Prophet
(PBUH) are due to mistakes and differences in interpretations or one-sided interpretations of Rumi's sayings.
The dream hypothesis, assuming revelation, is in conflict or disagreement with the foundations of Rumi's
thoughts in various fields, especially basic intellectual areas and topics.

Considering the dream theory of revelation and reducing and simplifying revelation to the level of a dream is
in conflict with the foundations of Rumi's thoughts in various aspects, especially the topics of monotheism,
cosmology, anthropology, and Quranology. Soroush cannot reconcile the mechanism of revelation with these
areas and foundations. In other words, Soroush's claim that this hypothesis is influenced by Rumi and other
mystics is not consistent and harmonious with the foundations of Rumi's thoughts, and since it brings new
problems, consequences, and doubts, it is not justified and acceptable from the perspective of experts. Based on
these premises and conclusions, it is necessary and recommended to be more careful in understanding and
interpreting the verses and the nature of revelation in the Quran so as not to lead to incorrect, simplistic opinions
and assumptions that are potentially misleading and create doubts. Rather, as Rumi has said, we should strive to
reach a more complete understanding of the verses and untie the knots that exist with the help of reasoning.
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