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Abstract

The technical and artistic research of Europeans on fictional literature, their attention to various storytelling techniques, and
their identification of story elements in a systematic and coherent manner, have provided the basis for examining the tradition
of Iranian storytelling and story writing to find ideas and opinions on these issues. They have also provided the basis for
evaluating our poetic and prose narrative texts from the perspective of the art of story writing and the function of story
elements in them. In relation to this issue, the present study, which is structured using a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on library sources, aims to investigate the fictional element of "suspension” and examines its function in one of the
most famous stories in the Shahnameh of Hakim Abul-Qasim Ferdowsi (239-416 AH), which is the highest peak of epic
verse storytelling in Persian literature. First, the story element of "suspense™ (state of expectation) is introduced, and ideas
and theories about it. Then, its origins in the Islamic-Iranian storytelling and story-writing tradition are examined. Next, the
way in which suspense is reflected in the story of Rostam and Sohrab from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh has been technically
analyzed because this story has emerged as a very strong story due to possessing this story element. It has reflected some of
the dimensions of the vastness and grandeur of Ferdowsi's storytelling art.

Keywords: Shahnameh, the Story of Rostam and Sohrab, Story Elements, "Baraat Estehlal" (Desirable Beginning),
Suspense.

Introduction

“Suspension” is one of the elements of the story; it is a state that the author creates in the story so that the reader becomes very
eager to know “what will happen next?”. In this way, the reader cannot stop reading the story and cannot let go of the line of
events and the fate of the characters until the story is over. In other words, “As the plot develops, the reader’s curiosity increases
and his expectation and enthusiasm for following the story increases” (Mirsadeghi, 2003, p. 298).

In the past Persian works on storytelling, this narrative element has been paid attention to. For example, in a book called
Taraz ol-Akhbar, written by Abd ol-Nabbi Fakhr ol-Zamani (after 998-10041 AH) there are references to suspense. Fakhr ol-
Zamani is a well-known figure through his writing of the Tazkere-ye Meykhaneh. He was also skilled in storytelling and
narration (Naggali). It has been rightly said about the Taraz ol-Akhbar, that “it is actually a kind of poetics of storytelling in the
Iranian tradition of speaking skills and storytelling” (Shafiei Kadkani, 2002, p. 110).

In recent years, in order to facilitate the introduction of the element of suspense in fiction, there have been attempts to
classify it. Based on one of these attempts, suspense can be of three types:
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1.  Suspense of the event,

2. Suspense of the character, and

3. Suspense of the place and objects.

Therefore, the three research questions of this research are:

1. Are there any works in the field of story-writing theory in our literary past that pay attention to the element of
suspense?

2. What type of suspense is used in the story of “Rostam & Sohrab”?

3. How did Ferdowsi use the element of suspense to create anxiety and excitement in the reader to force him/ her
to continue the story?

The books Fictional Literature: Ghesseh, Romances, Short Stories, Novels by Mirsadeghi (2003) and Ketabe arvahe
Shahrzad: Structures, Techniques and Forms of New Fiction by Mandanipour (2013) are valuable works written by
Iranian researchers. In these books, the elements of fiction and suspense are introduced. In addition, Introduction to the
Thought and Art of Ferdowsi by Hamidian (1993) and Pahlavan dar Bon-bast by Mohabbati (2002) are among the first
studies examining Ferdowsi's art of writing fiction.

Materials and Methods

The present study is a type of developmental research. This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
and library resources (books and articles). After the sources were categorized, the required data were extracted from them.
In the next step, the data were analyzed to reach the desired results.

Research Findings

Our familiarity with the elements of the story has been provided through the connection with the theoretical achievements
of Europe in this field and being in the arena of the developments of their fictional literature. Nevertheless, we should not
ignore the ideas and opinions of Islamic-Iranian storytellers and writers on these issues:

1. Inthe past of our literature, there are works that contain opinions and ideas about the methods of writing stories
and the elements of the story.

2. Sometimes in some Persian fiction texts, the elements of the story are so compelling and strong that it is
impossible to deny the familiarity of their creators with the elements of the story and the art of storytelling, even if this
acquaintance was instinctive.

In the story of Rostam and Sohrab, among the elements of the story, the element of suspense plays a prominent role.
In relation to the reader, the main suspense in the story of Rostam and Sohrab is the “suspension of the event”. Of course,
there is also the “suspension of the character” in relation to the characters of the story.

In fact, the suspense or creating a state of expectation in the reader to want to know “what will happen next?” is very
artistically and masterfully done in the story of Rostam and Sohrab. This is why the audience follows the story with this
continuous expectation to know “what will happen next?” until the end.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

"Suspension" as one of the elements of the story has a significant appearance in the story of Rostam & Sohrab from
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh in such a way that a large part of the attractiveness, charm, and beauty of the story depends on it.
The story of Rostam and Sohrab is based on the fact that Rostam and Sohrab remain unknown to each other.

If this anonymity is lost somewhere in the story, the father and son will abandon the fight and war between themselves
and the ending of the story will change and will no longer have this tragic ending. In the story of Rostam and Sohrab, the
possibility of Rostam and Sohrab being introduced to each other arises more than ten times. However, each time, for
various reasons, this does not happen, and the reader of the story is left waiting to see whether the father and son will
finally recognize each other and stop fighting with each other:

Sohrab remains unknown to Hojir,

Gordafrid suspects that Sohrab is Turkish,

Gajdaham notices the similarity between Sohrab and Sam,

Rostam deceives himself,

Rostam guesses that he is of the same race as Sohrab (first time),

Hojir hides Rostam's identity,

Rostam guesses that he is of the same race as Sohrab (second time),

Rostam roars in battle and hides his identity (first time),

Sohrab guesses that the warrior is Rostam. At this time, Houman hides the matter, and
0. Sohrab asks Rostam to introduce himself. But Rostam hides his identity (second time).
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