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Abstract

The term "wisdom™ and its derivatives represent one of the most frequently used and fundamental concepts in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh. This study aims to examine the concrete and tangible linguistic representations of the abstract and intangible
notion of wisdom in Shahnameh. This study seeks to investigate the conceptual metaphor of "wisdom" as its target domain
in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, utilizing the full induction method and a descriptive-analytical approach to address the
following two research questions: 1) Through which types of conceptual metaphors is the target domain of wisdom
conceptualized in Shahnameh? 2) What specific lexical items are employed in Shahnameh to make the concept of wisdom
more tangible? The findings of the study indicate that the abstract concept of "wisdom™ in Shahnameh is realized through
ontological and orientational conceptual metaphors. The concretization of "wisdom™ in Shahnameh aligns with the logic
of heroic poetry and the possible world of the epic, in which Ferdowsi conceptualizes wisdom as kingdom objects such

as "crown" and "throne" or heroic elements like "bow", "banner", and "axe".
Keywords: Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, Conceptual Metaphor, Mapping, Wisdom.

Introduction

Rhetorical sources present diverse perspectives on the definition of metaphor, and this variation and evolution in
interpretation are due to the passage of time and the expansion of discourse among rhetoricians and critics. A review of
discussions on metaphor in traditional rhetorical sources and literary criticism reveals that metaphor, along with its
classifications and its distinction from other rhetorical devices such as metonymy and allusion, has attracted scholars’
attention. From a classical viewpoint, metaphor is not only a linguistic-rhetorical method but also plays a significant role
in semantic expansion. In contemporary literary criticism and rhetorical theory, metaphor is considered in the rhetoric
field in addition to various disciplines, including linguistics and psychology. One of these fields is cognitive linguistics,
in which metaphor is considered a cognitive tool that can also be manifested linguistically. Thus, this type of metaphor is
known as a conceptual metaphor.
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Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is the most prominent Persian literary work in the epic genre. Given its historical background
(Khodaynameh) and the period when it was composed, few literary works contain "wisdom and rationality" as much as
Shahnameh. The present study aims to analyze the tangible linguistic representations of the abstract and intangible
concepts of wisdom in Shahnameh using the conceptual metaphor approach. It seeks to answer the following two research
questions: 1) Through which types of conceptual metaphors is the target domain of wisdom conceptualized in
Shahnameh? 2) What lexical items are used to concretize and make the concept of wisdom more tangible in Shahnameh?

Materials and Methods

In this research, the authors used a complete induction method to extract various types of conceptual metaphors from the
eight-volume edition of Shahnameh edited by Khaleghi Motlagh (2010) (750 cases). These metaphors were then classified
into categories such as orientational metaphors, containment metaphors, material metaphors, and Animism. A descriptive-
analytical approach was used to analyze them.

Research Findings

In Shahnameh, "wisdom" is mainly metaphorized linguistically, and is materialized within ontological and orientational
conceptual metaphors. However, there are instances where "wisdom" is directly expressed in its abstract form, and the
statements do not fit within the framework of conceptual metaphor. The data collected from the target domain of
"wisdom" (738 cases) align with the general characteristics of imagery in Shahnameh within the framework of conceptual
metaphor. In other words, epic poetry is narrative and centers around the human (heroic figure), and since mythological
space and events are often abstract and extraordinary, the poet makes efforts to construct a tangible and concrete possible
world to engage the audience. Consequently, the poet often employs material and sensory imagery in figurative language
to reduce the unfamiliarity of the mythological world and enhance the speed of narration, thereby preventing the audience
from being stopped by incomprehensible or abstract images. Another significant feature of the imagery in Shahnameh is
its heroic tone. The poet takes advantage of concrete and tangible imagery with a heroic and martial essence when making
his poetic visions. This characteristic can be seen in the selection of terms and expressions of source domains for the
conceptual metaphor of "wisdom”, meaning that concept mappings in source domains adhere to the logic of heroic
language, and the poet conceptualizes "wisdom" as regal and heroic objects, in a way that this choice aligns with the
overall atmosphere of this work.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

In both its innate and acquired meanings, "wisdom" represents one of the intangible and abstract concepts in Shahnameh
and holds an important place within Shahnameh’s text in terms of frequency and repetition and Ferdowsi's worldview.
The abstract notion of "wisdom" in Shahnameh is made tangible through ontological and orientational conceptual
metaphors. The ontological metaphors for the target domain of "wisdom™ are represented linguistically in the following
mappings, ranked by frequency: "wisdom is an object" (323 cases), "wisdom is a living being" (188 cases), and "wisdom
is a containment™ (185 cases). Additionally, the orientational metaphor for "wisdom™ is represented linguistically in the
mapping "wisdom is a path™ (42 cases).

The concretization of "wisdom" in Shahnameh is aligned with the logic of heroic poetry and the possible world of the
epic. The poet conceptualizes wisdom through regal objects such as the "crown" and "throne" or through heroic objects
like "bow", "banner", and "axe". In other words, Ferdowsi represents "wisdom" through the material and sensory lexicon
of heroic poetry, making the enigmatic and mysterious nature of the mythological world more comprehensible and vivid.
Through conceptual metaphor, the audience of Shahnameh gains a clearer understanding of abstract and mental concepts,
follows the poet’s narration of events, and is freed from the need to hesitate on unrealistic and unfamiliar imagery of the
material and sensory world.
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