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"Temporal-spatial continuity” is one of the most important characteristics for
measuring the objectivity and realism of a fictional work. Given the importance
of this issue, the present article aims to examine the short story “Pilgrimage”
[Ziarat] by Jalal Al-Ahmad and resolve the ambiguities in the story from the
perspective of the temporal-spatial continuum with the help of historical events,
temporal-spatial signs, and social variables mentioned in the context of the story.
In this essay, which is written in a descriptive-analytical manner, relying on
library and documentary sources, while addressing the theoretical foundations of
the subject and taking a brief look at the author's line of thought, the story is
examined in terms of the pilgrim sense of place, the origin and destination of the
journey, the length of the journey, the time of travel, and the discrepancy between
time and place. The results of the research show that the aforementioned story,
despite its temporal-spatial signs, has ambiguities in terms of temporal-spatial
continuity, and temporal and spatial inconsistencies are also evident in it, which
do not correspond to the characteristics of a realistic work, of which realism is
one of its prominent characteristics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The short story “Pilgrimage” [Ziarat] by Jalal Al-Ahmad is the story of a pilgrimage. It begins at a
starting point and, after a journey of about a week, which is done by bus, and it ends at a destination
that is a pilgrimage site. Also, descriptions of the shrine and the shrine of the pilgrimage site are
provided in the text of the story, Without a clear indication of the origin, destination, route of travel,
and realistic time frame, however, based on the available temporal-spatial signs, mentioned historical
events, and social variables, its ambiguities in terms of location can be resolved and by specifying the
origin, destination, and route of the journey, we can even determine its time and identify its "spatial
and temporal inconsistency. This short story is a realist work. Examining the temporal-spatial
continuum of a realistic work can show the degree of realism of that work. Unlike literary works
produced before realist works, which did not pay much attention to the issue of time-space, realist
works pay a lot of attention to this component.

Literature Review and Methodology

Reflecting among articles, research, and volume works, it can be stated that research conducted in this
field includes the book The Origin of the Persian Novel by Christophe Bally (1998) and the article
“The Spatial-Temporal Continuum and Its Contribution to the Narrative Objectivity of the First
Persian Novels”, written in 2018 by Hashem Sadeghi Mohsenabad. Stories created before the 18™.
century in the world and stories from the pre-constitutional era in Iran are tales in which the heroes
have acquired a general appearance due to their abstraction from temporal and spatial situations.
Whereas in today's stories, heroes move from the whole to the part and from timelessness and
placelessness to time and space. The phrase "temporal space" or "temporal-spatial continuum™ was
first coined and used by Mikhail Bakhtin, who referred to it as "chronotope” in his theories, and
"Babak Ahmadi" considered it equivalent to "temporal space. In a number of his important treatises,
which are about the classification of novel types, Bakhtin analyzes and examines the main structure of
the novel based on two criteria. Those two criteria are: time and place. Using a central pattern that he
interprets as temporal space, he considers the necessity of artistic unity in a literary work to be in the
work's connection to reality.

Discussion

In the story of the pilgrimage, the origin and destination of the journey are not specifically mentioned.
There is no mention even of the names of the cities and villages that the pilgrimage caravan passes
through along the way, and we are only able to disambiguate the element of place through spatial cues
and social variables. The location markers in the story can be categorized into three categories: origin,
route, and destination. The location symbol is related to the origin of Sirous Street, from which we can
conclude that the origin of the movement is Tehran. The destination of this journey, with the
descriptions of the shrine and pilgrimage site in the story, is the city of Karbala and the shrine of Imam
Hussein. Of course, the other signs, such as references to the shrine's mud - which has the property of
healing the sick and calming the turbulent sea - and references such as the recitation of poems and
prayers whispered by the sergeants and the people, help prove this claim. Although the length of the
route does not have a specific location, evidence and clues indicate that the pilgrimage route from
Tehran to Karbala at that time was the Tehran-Kermanshah route. The spatial inconsistency of the
story also refers to the dome-shaped gospels in the story, which the available evidence indicates is
consistent with the journey to Mashhad, which the author has generalized to the journey to Karbala.
There is no mention of the element of time, except for three vague references to the phrases "summer,"”
"the approaching days of mourning and the departure of the Al-Aba caravan,” and "during these
several years of war." The timestamp "near the days of mourning and the fast of the movement of the
Al-Abba caravan" indicates that the journey took place in the month of Dhul-Hijjah. The social
variable of bus travel and the outbreak of typhus also proves that the phrase "during these several
years of war" refers to World War Il. Of course, with the historical evidence of the outbreak of typhus
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and with the help of travelogues, we can conclude that the trip took place in Dhul-Hijjah 1322. Dhul-
Hijjah and Muharram of 1322 coincided with Aban and Azar, which means that the time symbol
"summer" also indicates a time discrepancy.

Conclusion

The story of “Pilgrimage” [Ziarat] is a short narrative story. When spatial description dominates a
narrative story, its theme becomes one-dimensional and therefore not much happens in the story as the
author has put his effort into describing various spaces, and this can be intensified in the short story. In
a short story, there is little room for speech, and even that is used to describe the atmosphere, leaving
little room for various events to occur. On the other hand, excessive description of space causes time
to lose its special place, which in turn causes temporal discontinuity and disruption of the integrity of
time. The narrative language in the pilgrimage story is also one-dimensional and mainly emphasizes
the description of space and place, which has caused the concept of time to remain more ambiguous
and behind the element of place. As can be seen, spatial cues have a high frequency compared to
temporal cues. Also, spatial signs are much clearer than temporal signs and in most cases do not
require much length or interpretation, and specific realistic locations can be reached from the existing
signs and clues. While time is more ambiguous than place, and even with time markers, a realistic
specific time cannot be definitively reached. Therefore, it can be concluded that in this story, Al-
Ahmad, by emphasizing the description of the place, which includes the description of the shrine and
the pilgrimage site, the city he visits, and the description of the roads and coffee houses along the way,
neglected the narrative of time in a realistic work, and even the temporal break caused a temporal
inconsistency.

Keywords: temporal-spatial continuum, spatial and temporal inconsistency, short story, pilgrimage,
Jalal Al-Ahmad.
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