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Epic is one of the ancient and Revolutionary literary genres of Persian literature
and valuable texts from it have remained in both prose and verse forms as written
heritage. Some of these texts, despite numerous manuscripts and considerable
antiquity, have received less attention. The "Zofunoon Nameh" is a notable prose
epic that, due to the prominence of actions and the leadership of Zofunoon in its
events, resembles a "Pahlavan Banou Nameh / Warlike women epic” where the
goal of the warrior princess is to fend off the infidels, unite with her beloved, and
free him from the bonds of her rival, the fairy city; This theme, apart from the
"Banoogashasp Nameh,” has perhaps rarely been assigned a comprehensive
outline of an independent epic text. Since the background of the poetic form of
"Zofunoon Nameh" dates back to the 8th century AH, the systematic introduction
of the prose form of the "Zofunoon Nameh" and its manuscripts becomes even
more necessary. Given the absolute lack of research in this area, the present
fundamental study has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, and
its findings have been presented inductively in two sections. In the first section,
after studying the oldest known manuscript of the "Zofunoon Nameh" and
providing a detailed summary of its events, a report on the textual aspects of the
narrative is presented in seven parts: Reason for naming, narrator, time and place
of composition, origin, structure, and language. Then, based on the obtained
results, the codicology of three manuscripts of the "Zofunoon Nameh" from three
storytelling schools of Iran, Transoxiana, and Pakistan are provided.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Persian prose epics form an independent literary movement in the history of Persian literature. This

movement for its abundance, diversity of themes, large volume, rich content, and influence has
considerable importance on the evolution of the epic literary genre. The religious subject is considered
as one of the important themes in Persian prose epics, which have long had a large audience due to the
official status of Islam and Shiism in Iran.Mohammadibn Ali, known as Mohammad ibn Al-
Hanafiyya, is considered as one of the most central figures in Persian religious epics, and there are
numerous epics about him in verse and prose in Persian literature.Apart from the minor role of
Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya in some of Hossaini's revenge stories, such as the Musayyab-Nameh,
there are also other independent stories that provide a separate and exclusive account of Mohammad
ibn Al-Hanafiyya's exploits. In all known independent narratives in verse or prose composed in
Persian with leading role of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya, the storyteller, in a simple linear narrative
pattern, defines Ibn Hanafiya's identity as a loving hero who comes to join his beloved and stands by
her side in a series of battles, and his success in overcoming certain obstacles, remaining faithful to his
beloved, and marrying her is seen as a proof to his heroic status and the ability to gainhonor in the
epic.The works that have been written on this subject have a considerable variety and number in terms
of language or their poetic and prose forms, and according to love& lover, the most important known
texts are: The Story of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya and Zofunoon, The Story of Mohammad ibn Al-
Hanafiyya and Sha’ra, The Story of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya and Shamima, The Story of
Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya and Zayn al-Arab.Among the known independent narratives in which
Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya is considered the main character, the Zofunoon-Nameh is currently
considered the greatest and most famous epic in this field, due to the numerous Persian and non-
Persian manuscripts of verse and prose scattered throughout the Persian-speaking world, and the
documented history of its prose and verse forms dates back to the eighth century AH.

Despite its direct connection to Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya, the Zofunoon-Nameh, due to the
prominence of Zofunoon's actions and his greater presence in its events, resembles the Pahlavan
Banoo-nameh, whose goal is for the warrior princess to repel the infidels, reunite with her lover, and
save him from a female fairy rival, a topic to whichperhaps rarely the main plot of an independent
epic text has been devoted to. Except the love of Zofunoon and Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya in the
battlefield and Zofunoon's victory over Ibn Al-Hanafiyya, another distinctive aspect of Zofunoon-
Nameh is that, unlike its poetic counterpart, the Banoogoshasp-Nameh, the heroine Zofunoon goes
through several difficult stage called“Khans” on land and sea journeys alone, and the expression of
such a theme for the heroine is considered a significant innovation. Despite the collection of these
advantages in the medium-sized volume of Zofunoon-Nameh, it should be added that the presence of
Amr Umayya Al-Zamri and his Ayyar techniques and other Ayyars have also at times excited epic
events, and this feature, in contrast to the monotony and simplicity of the content and the
repetitiveness of the themes, has given freshness to Zofunoon-Nameh.

Literature Review and Methodology

Despite the remarkable importance of the Zofunoon-Nameh due to its new subject and rich content, as
well as the ancient history of the prose form in comparison to the verse form, only one article has
introduced its verse form manuscript so far. The lacks of knowledge about Zofunoon-Nameh and
researchers’ inattention to this epic are evident in the fact that even in this recent study, the name of
the work is mentioned incorrectly.The present study attempts to provide a better basis for
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understanding the literary and fictional aspects of Zofunoon-Nameh through a more detailed textual
criticism and systematic codicology of the prose manuscripts of Zofunoon-Nameh.This research has
been conducted in a descriptive-analytical method and its results were expressed in an inductive
manner.For this purpose, after studying the manuscripts of the Zofunoon-Nameh and presenting a
detailed summary of its events, first a report on the textual criticism of the narrative is presented in
seven parts: naming, narrator, time and place of composition, origin, structure, and language. Then,
with regard to the obtained results, the codicology of the manuscripts of the Zofunoon-Nameh and its
research fields have been emphasized.

Discussion

The Zofunoon-Nameh is one of the relatively ancient epics of Persian literature. Due to its content
dedicated to the deeds of a warrior woman named Zofunoon, it is known as the prose counterpart of
the Banoogoshasp-Nameh and is considered important. On the other hand, the theme of Haft Khans
for Zofunoon and the presence of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya, Imam Ali, and Amr Umayya Al-
Zamri in the course of events have given greater credibility to it.The origin of the Zofunoon-Nameh
and the stories of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya is much older than the date of writing their later prose
manuscripts, as the date of composition of the Zofunoon-Nameh in the eighth century AH also
definitely confirms this claim; also, despite the available evidence, it is not possible to draw a clear
conclusion about the storyteller of the Zofunoon-Nameh, the independence of the authorship of this
work or its belonging to a single dominant narrative, as well as its Iranian origin or its Arabic, Turkish,
and Urdu sources.Like most Persian narratives, the Zofunoon-Nameh has a simple and engaging
prose, free from linguistic or literary complexities and complications.

Conclusion

After examining the latest manuscripts of the Zofunoon-Nameh, it can be said that this narrative was a
well-known and relatively popular epic in the Persian-speaking world.On the other hand, the
Zofunoon-Nameh, based on the evidence of the manuscripts is considered a narrative that has
undergone the least changes over time. This means that the content of the various Zofunoon-Nameh
manuscripts has not been inconsistent due to the interference of scribes, religious extremism, or the
favoritism of exaggerating sects. Therefore, in terms of the accuracy of the recording and the accuracy
of the report, we can study the Zofunoon-Nameh manuscripts with more trust.

Keywords: Prose Epic, Zofunoon-Nameh, textual criticism, codicology.
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