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Article Info ABSTRACT

Purpose: The book "Jawami' al-Hikayat wa Lawami' al-Riwayat" by Sadr al-Din
Muhammad Awfi is one of the most significant Persian prose texts from the 7th
Research Article century Hijri, encompassing a vast collection of moral, social, historical, and mystical
stories. This research aims to identify and analyze the recurring emotional and
narrative patterns in these stories and to examine their cultural function in representing
the values of Iranian-Islamic society during that era. Specifically, the study seeks to
Received 17 April 2025 answer how the emotional structures, narrative turning points, and cultural genres in
these stories reflect the value system and cultural norms of Iranian society in the 7th
century Hijri. By applying Patrick Colm Hogan's theory of cultural narratology, the
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June 2025 research delves into the ways in which these narrative elements serve as a mirror to the
societal ethos and ethical paradigms of the time.

Accepted 16 June 2025 Method and Research: This study employs a qualitative method with a focus on

Published online 19 July content analysis of narrative texts. The sampling was purposeful, selecting 2,100

stories from "Jawami' al-Hikayat™" for analysis. The primary analytical tool is Patrick

2025 Colm Hogan's cultural narratology theory, which emphasizes the identification of

emotional schemes, narrative turning points, and cultural genres within narrative texts.
Data were analyzed using open and axial coding techniques to extract recurring
Keywords: patterns. This approach allows for a deep exploration of the narrative structures and
their cultural implications, providing insights into the underlying cultural and
emotional frameworks that shape the stories.
Moral Teachings, Findings and Conclusions: The findings reveal that among the 2,100 stories
Emotional Prototypes, examined, the emotional scheme of "anger and revenge™ accounts for 28%, "loyalty
and sacrifice" for 21%, and "fear and threat" for 17%, indicating these as the most
prevalent emotional patterns. These emotional schemes reflect the central tensions and
Narrative Junctures. values within the Iranian-Islamic society of the period. In terms of narrative structure,
47% of the stories feature one main turning point, 27% have two turning points, and
12% exhibit a multi-stage structure, demonstrating a diversity in narrative complexity.
Genre-wise, the wisdom-teaching structure constitutes 39%, social satire 24%, and
mystical genres 17%, highlighting their dominant role in conveying cultural and value-
based messages. These genres not only entertain but also educate and critique, serving
as vehicles for cultural transmission and reflection.
Conclusions: The results of this research indicate that "Jawami' al-Hikayat wa
Lawami' al-Riwayat" functions as more than a mere collection of entertaining stories; it
is a narrative-cultural text that, through the representation of fundamental emotions
such as anger, loyalty, and fear, and by utilizing transformation-oriented narrative
structures, encapsulates the innermost value-based layers of Iranian culture in a
storytelling format. The emphasis on wisdom-teaching and social satire genres
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underscores the text's significant role in moral and social education, as well as cultural
critique within the society of its time. This study contributes to a deeper understanding
of how narrative forms can embody and transmit cultural values, offering a window
into the socio-cultural dynamics of 7th-century Iranian society.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Persian narrative literature of the 6th and 7th centuries AH emerged as a significant
medium for articulating religious, ethical, social, and historical concepts. Beyond mere
entertainment or moral instruction, these narratives encode complex cultural and
cognitive structures, transforming storytelling into a vehicle for transmitting, reinforcing,
or critiquing societal values. By integrating prose with didactic, mystical, and mythic
thought, this tradition secured a distinguished place within the Persian literary canon.

Jawami * al-Hikayat wa Lawami‘ al-Riwayat (A Compendium of Tales and Luminous
Narratives) by Sadid al-Din Muhammad ‘Awfi (572-630 AH) exemplifies this narrative
tradition. As a cohesive anthology of tales addressing history, religion, ethics, mysticism,
and social themes, the work aims explicitly to transmit cultural and moral values. Its
stylistic range oscillates between the simplicity of nathr-i mursal (unadorned prose) and
the complexity of nathr-i fanni (ornate prose), employing rhetorical devices, rhyme,
Qur'anic verses, hadiths, and Arabicized syntactic structures (Shamisa, 1373/1994;
Bahar, 1349/1970; Sho‘ar, 1363/1984).

Although previous scholarship has examined the text’s rhetorical and stylistic
dimensions, deeper layers—particularly its embedded emotional, conceptual, and cultural
structures—remain underexplored. Given the tales’ reliance on ethical, religious, and>
social binaries designed to evoke emotional response, Patrick Colm Hogan’s Cultural
Narratology offers a novel framework. Hogan conceptualizes narrative as a cultural-
cognitive structure that reflects systems of emotion, value, and identity across societies
(Hogan, 2003, 2011). He identifies universal emotional schemas (e.g., “sacrifice,”
“heroic victimhood,” “right vs. wrong”) that are expressed uniquely within specific
historical and cultural contexts. Effective narratives, he argues, engage fundamental
human emotions—such as fear, compassion, and anger—to convey deeper cultural
meanings.

Research Question:

How do the cultural and emotional schemas in Jawami® al-Hikayat represent the
ethical, religious, and social concepts of 7th-century Iranian-Islamic society?

Hypothesis:

Jawami ‘ al-Hikayat employs universal, emotion-driven narrative schemas to construct a
cultural framework in which concepts such as justice, piety, repentance, and authority are
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naturalized through narrative structures. These structures facilitate the internalization of
social values and reinforce the epistemic order of the community.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach grounded in Hogan’s
Cultural Narratology. Through purposeful sampling, representative tales across diverse
themes—ethics, mysticism, history, and social critique—were selected. A three-tiered
analytical framework was applied:

o Emotional Schemas: Identification of recurring affective patterns (e.g.,
anger/revenge, loyalty/sacrifice, fear/threat, unrequited love), their frequency, narrative
function, and cultural resonance.

o Developmental Structures: Mapping of plot trajectories via narrative turning
points (crisis, decision, consequence) to assess narrative dynamism.

e Genre Conventions: Classification of tales into dominant genres (didactic,
mystical, satirical, political, romantic) to explore their discursive functions.

The analysis focused on:

o  Character archetypes and value-based oppositions

e Mechanisms for eliciting specific audience emotions

o The narrative's role in legitimizing or challenging socio-religious norms

3. Discussion

Dominant Emotional Schemas and Cultural Significance

e Anger/Revenge (28%, 587 tales): The most frequent schema, often featuring
protagonists reacting to injustice or humiliation with decisive action, thereby restoring
moral order in the absence of institutional justice. This pattern reflects an honor-based
culture where righteous anger validated personal agency and preserved social balance.
These tales typically exhibit rapid pacing and dramatic closure.

o Loyalty/Sacrifice (21%, 443 tales): Centered on self-denial, ethical
steadfastness, and communal service, this schema offers a moral counterpoint to the
revenge narrative. Characters endure hardship or death in pursuit of higher ideals,
illustrating cultural values of self-transcendence and collective loyalty.

e Fear/Threat (17%, 368 tales): Narratives invoking fear—of divine punishment,
death, or tyranny—underscore prevailing anxieties and the disciplinary function of
religious and political authority. These stories often feature passive protagonists whose
fear reinforces the power of transcendental forces.

e Unrequited Love (12%, 265 tales): Though less common, this schema provides
psychological nuance, portraying emotional suffering constrained by social norms such
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as kinship, honor, and class. Rather than issuing moral judgments, these tales invite
empathetic engagement with loss and longing.

e« Non-Emotive Narratives (20%, 437 tales): These include descriptive,
informational, or marvel-based accounts with minimal emotional tension. They serve
didactic or documentary purposes and often function as moral exempla.

Developmental Complexity

e 46% (984 tales): Feature a single narrative turning point—usually a sudden shift
from stability to crisis.

e 27% (560 tales): Involve two turning points, adding complexity through decision
and consequence stages.

e 12% (243 tales): Contain three or more turning points, depicting sequential crises
and resolutions.

e 10% (213 tales): Present static or reportorial structures with no clear turning
point.

e 5% (100 tales): Display multi-layered, embedded narratives, indicating intricate
structural design.
These statistics challenge the notion of the text as static, instead revealing its dynamic
engagement with narrative form.

Genre Distribution and Discursive Functions

« Didactic (39%): Reinforces ethical instruction and traditional wisdom.

o Satirical/Social Critique (24%0): Targets hypocrisy, corruption, and institutional
failure.

o Mystical (17%): Advocates piety, asceticism, and spiritual discipline.

o Political/Epic (10%0): Explores power relations, loyalty, and statecraft.

e Romantic/Psychological (5%): Examines emotional conflict and internal
struggle.

e Multi-Genre (2%): Blends conventions, expanding interpretive possibilities.

This tripartite analysis reveals Jawami ‘ al-Hikayat as a sophisticated cultural system,
in which emotional schemas, narrative structures, and genre conventions interlock to
produce tales that are at once instructive and reflective of broader societal dynamics.

4. Conclusion

Applying Hogan’s Cultural Narratology to Jawami ‘ al-Hikayat uncovers its role as a
cultural and emotional map of 7th-century Iranian-Islamic society. Far from being a
disjointed anthology, the text exhibits coherent internal logic, deeply rooted in the
ethical, cognitive, and affective structures of its historical milieu.

The prominence of Anger/Revenge schemas highlights the cultural legitimacy of
righteous indignation within an honor-based framework, often compensating for the
inadequacies of formal justice. The significant representation of Loyalty/Sacrifice
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narratives demonstrates an equally strong cultural emphasis on communal ethics and
moral steadfastness. The tension between these paradigms reflects a broader societal
negotiation between individual agency and collective responsibility.

Fear/Threat narratives further reveal the regulatory functions of both divine and
political authority, while Unrequited Love stories offer a rare but poignant glimpse into
emotionally constrained experiences. The structural data show that a vast majority of
tales (85%) employ at least one narrative turning point, confirming the text's dynamic
character and challenging the perception of it as merely expository.

Genre distribution underscores the text's dual purpose: primarily as a didactic tool for
ethical instruction and social critique, while also accommodating mystical, political, and
romantic elements. This layered approach enables Jawami * al-Hikayat to serve as more
than a literary collection—it becomes an affective archive, recording how narratives
functioned to encode, transmit, and negotiate the emotional and ideological frameworks
of its time.

As the first application of Hogan’s theory to this seminal work, this study opens new
avenues for interpreting pre-modern Persian literature as a rich site of cultural cognition
and emotional history.
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