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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

In the 1970s and 1980s, alongside the official discourse, alternative discourses such as
religious intellectualism, postmodernism, traditional Islamic discourse, and liberalism also
found opportunities to express their ideas. Within this pluralistic context, literature
addressed new human, political, and social themes, producing a diverse range of novels
and short stories that reflected these discourses. In these two decades, novels influenced
by the modernity movement emerged, where confusion appeared as a response to the
search for identity and self-recognition. This article attempts to analyze this issue through
a sample reading of selected novels.

2. Methodology

It is well established that changing social structures and the rise of new civilizations
generate crises. Some social thinkers viewed modern man as trapped by the curse of
modernity and called for his liberation from the cultural industry's project.
According to Heidegger, two main reasons underlie modern man's confusion: first, a lack
of genuine thought; second, atheism or anti-religion. This article investigates the lack of
contemplation about existence, the absence of the transcendent, and disbelief in selected
novels from the 1970s and 1980s. In the context of the identity crisis, attention will also
be paid to human confusion and aimlessness.

3. Discussion

Lack of Thinking about Existence

In The Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra, the protagonist believes that thinking
about any subject is futile. The story raises fleeting questions about human power and
powerlessness, hinting at his seduction by these doubts. In Piano Cafe, Farhad Jafari
fundamentally opposes modernity and modern philosophy, even dismissively generalizing
thinking about these issues as “drudgery,” without clarifying his reasoning. In Pirzad’s
novel, thinking is portrayed with a more feminine perspective, focusing on everyday life—
the house, kitchen, and backyard—and concludes with madness and death.

Lack of Contemplation of the Transcendent and Disbelief

The early 20th century marked the end of an era of philosophical thought. The
contradictions of a modern era deeply entwined with technology and power led to fruitless
dialectics in modern thought. In The Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra, the
emptiness of eternity exemplifies the escape from reflecting on existence. In Piano Cafe,
Jafari references Christ and a luminous man among people who came to guide the lost, but
their lack of faith leads to disregard for Christ. Pirzad’s novel presents a confusion of belief
and an enigma regarding God. At one point, by generalizing Christ’s character to children,
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she suggests belief in divine purity, holiness, and spirituality and recites a prayer asking
for God's eternal power to provide for and pay the debts of these children.

Lack of Human Identification

In The Nocturnal Harmony of Wood Orchestra, the author imagines man as a being
pursued by a vague shadow that harms him and paradoxically becomes his sole possession,
penetrating his being and becoming his nature. This ambiguous portrayal manifests a lack
of self-recognition. In Piano Cafe, despair arises from man’s ignorance of his place and
truth, and the identity of modern man is discussed in terms of stylish clothes and well-
groomed appearance. Clarice questions and reproaches herself for not taking her
humanness seriously, lamenting that although she has lived for thirty-eight years, she has
accomplished nothing to perfect her human self.

Confusion and Aimlessness

According to Heidegger, there are two ways of thinking, each justified and necessary in
its place: computational thinking and spiritual thinking. Ghasemi considers modern man
subject to the void of temporal gaps, distracted and bewildered. In his view, man is unreal
in this world, and objects oscillate between being and non-being, causing astonishment and
confusion. In Piano Cafe, man is immersed in confusion, bewilderment, and helplessness,
with life fluctuating between comedy and tragedy. Pirzad’s characters, caught in
prosperous life and complex social realities, experience confusion and indecision. Their
doubts and internal contradictions when confronting modernity’s challenges are central to
this situation.

4. Conclusion

The crisis of thinking about existence and the crisis of human self-recognition are
products of modernity’s confusion of man. Heidegger, the contemporary German
philosopher, generalizes modern man’s main crisis as a crisis of thinking. This
perspective’s influence is clearly visible in modern Iranian novels, often written by
intellectual authors. This is due to the introduction of Western thought and modern ideas
into society, affecting the mindset and language of Persian writers. The 1970s and 1980s,
marked as years of a new movement for identity seeking, saw the creation of novels
influenced by political and social currents and modernity’s developments, in which socio-
cultural protests alongside cognitive crises and human confusion were symbolically
portrayed.
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