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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

1. Introduction

Tarikh Jahangushai is a prominent historical and literary work and an outstanding
example of the ornate and elaborate secretarial Persian prose of the 7th century AH (13th
century AD). Through his artistic use of various literary techniques, its author, Ata Malek
Juvayni, distinguished himself from other writers of ornate prose; it can be said that the
literary aspect of Tarikh Jahangushai outweighs its historical nature. Among the reasons
Juvayni adopted this style of historiography, beyond adding variety and preventing reader
fatigue, was to conceal his intentions by using the poetic features of ornate prose. The use
of continuous rhyming prose (saj‘) and frequent rhetorical devices served to veil the
content and themes, thereby protecting the author from accusations and censure.

2. Methodology

This descriptive-analytical study, based on library research, examines the aesthetic
functions of parenthetical clauses in Tarikh-i Jahangushay by analyzing their role in
rhetoric, enhancing the musicality of the text, and supporting the meaning. This research
attempts to answer the following questions: What are the aesthetic aspects of parenthetical
clauses in Tarikh-i Jahangushay? What role do the rhetorical and literary devices within
these clauses play in the text?

3. Discussion

Simile, metaphor, and irony are among the figures of speech that lend a poetic quality
to the prose of Jahangushay, and in many cases, the author’s linguistic artistry appears
within parenthetical clauses. Simile is one of the most important and frequently used
literary techniques, employed by Juvayni for aesthetic purposes, to clarify concepts, to
express views indirectly due to political and social considerations, and for satire or to
convey ideology. Some parenthetical clauses contain allegorical similes, which are
effective  in  visualizing  abstract concepts and  creating  conciseness.
Juvayni also often uses parenthetical clauses to employ innuendo for the literary and
indirect description of individuals, phenomena, their status, and events. Among the types
of metaphor, the implicit metaphor is the most frequently seen in the parenthetical clauses
of Jahangushay.
The use of other literary devices, often within parenthetical clauses, also plays a significant
role in enhancing the text's artistic effects. In many sections, these clauses complete or
reinforce the rhyming prose and pun of the main phrase, thereby contributing to the rhythm,
musicality, and beauty of the text.
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4. Conclusion

Parenthetical clauses provided Juvayni with a means to indirectly express his thoughts,
criticisms, and praise regarding individuals and events, using literary devices to arouse the
reader's emotions. For instance, in the prologues to the Mongol conquests and their
atrocities, he uses the technique of foretelling within parenthetical clauses to offer a heart-
rending introduction to the subject. Similes in these clauses can visualize abstract concepts,
achieve textual conciseness, and convey positive or negative impressions. At times, Iranian
kings are implicitly compared to mythical heroes to show their superiority over the
Mongols. Using implicit metaphors in parenthetical clauses, Juvayni alludes to fate to
justify injustices and misfortunes. He also creates subtle instances of amphibology and
proportional amphibology, demonstrating a careful and deliberate choice of words.
Therefore, parenthetical clauses in Tarikh-i Jahangushay function as a primary tool for
conveying hidden thoughts and emotions and are a key technique used to enhance the
aesthetic and literary qualities of the book.
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