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Purpose: Arafat-ul-Ashegin is one of the Tazkeres of Persian poets in the 11th century
AH, which was composed by Owhadi Balyani between 1022-1024 AH, then 12 years
later, in 1036 AH, he selected its best biographies and compiled them in the Ka'be
Irfan, whose content is based on three Rokn (part): Hannani, Mannani, and Dayyani.
There were previously two manuscripts of this abridgement, but only one is now held
in the John Rylands Library at the University of Manchester.

Method and Research: This article is based on library and electronic sources, and its
contents are taken from Persian and English books, manuscripts and articles. So first, it
examines the bibliography and manuscripttology of the Ka'be Erfan, and refers to
topics such as the name, date of compilation, structure, motivation and incentives of
the author, content and audience, and its two manuscripts. The necessity of correcting
the Ka'be Erfan is the final section of the article.

Findings and Conclusions: Owhadi in Ka'be Erfan, or introduced poets who were not
mentioned in Arafat-ul-Asheqin, or added new information to the biography of some of
the poets of Ka'be Erfan after the composition of Arafat-ul-Asheqin, or he has reached
a point of doubt or certainty in quoting some of the material from Arafat-ul-Asheqin in
the Ka'be Erfan, or he has changed the sentences of some of the biographies, or he has
added Madde-Tarikhs (poetic year) to the Ka'be Erfan that is very useful for
determining the year of death of some poets.

Conclusions: It is necessary and essential that the text of the Ka'be Erfan be
researched and critically corrected, because on the one hand, this Tazkere has an
independent identity from Arafat-ul-Asheqin and Owhadi had her own motivations for
compiling these two Tazkeres, on the other hand, the Ka'be Erfan regarding Arafat-ul-
Asheqin also contains more correct recordings, which are very effective in correcting
erroneous, doubtful, and omissions in Arafat-ul-Asheqin, but instead of using it, the
correctors have took help or deductive method or from later sources.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
1. Introduction

Among the several hundred Tazkeres of poets, each regarded as an important source in
the history of Persian literature, some hold particular significance. For instance, Lubab-
ul-Albab by Muhammad Awfi (compiled in 618 AH) became a model for writing general
Tazkeres, while Majales-ul-Nafayes by Amir Ali-Shir Navai (compiled in 896 AH) is
considered a milestone marking the beginning and turning point of contemporary
Tazkere writing.

Arafat-ul-Asheqin va Arasat-ul-Arefin is one of the general Tazkeres from the first
quarter of the 11th century AH. It was authored by Tagi-ul-Din Muhammad Owhadi
Balyani (d. 1050 AH) between 1022 and 1024 AH. The work covers the lives and poems
of over 3,500 poets, spanning from the inception of Persian poetry to the author's time.
The content is organized alphabetically into 28 Arse, each further divided into three
Qorfe: Motaghademin, Motavasetin, and Motakherin (early, middle, and late poets,
respectively).

Other works by Owhadi include Haft Mathnavi, Yazdah Divan-e Qasayed va
Qazaliyat, Surme Soleymani, Kafiyat-ul-Qafiye, Jefr-e Owadi, Arafat-ul-Asheqin, Ka'be
Erfan, and Entekhabe Ka'be Erfan. Following the significance of Arafat-ul-Ashegin
among Tazkere writers, Owadi compiled a summary of it entitled Ka'be Erfan.

This article aims to describe and examine this Tazkere based on its manuscript,
focusing on bibliographic and manuscriptological aspects.

2. Methodology
This research was conducted using library and electronic resources, including Persian
and English books, manuscripts, articles, and websites.

3. Discussion

Due to its importance in the evolution of Tazkere writing and literary historiography,
Arafat-ul-Asheqgin has attracted the attention of many Tazkere writers and literary
historians. Owadi himself summarized it as Ka'be Erfan, in which he deleted, added, and
revised certain information not included in Arafat-ul-Asheqin.

Therefore, introducing and examining Ka'be Erfan in greater detail is highly necessary
and beneficial for literary scholars. On one hand, Ka'be Erfan contains Owadi’s latest
viewpoints and literary materials composed after Arafat-ul-Ashegin. On the other hand,
authentic manuscripts of Arafat-ul-Asheqin have not yet been identified, while Ka'be
Erfan preserves more accurate recordings that can serve as auxiliary manuscripts for
correcting Arafat-ul-Asheqin.

After completing Arafat-ul-Asheqin, Owadi compiled its summary under the title
Ka'be Erfan. Although two manuscripts of this summary previously existed, only one is
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currently preserved in the John Rylands Library at the University of Manchester. Owadi
composed Ka'be Erfan twelve years after Arafat-ul-Asheqin, in 1036 AH, and its content
is organized into three Rokn (sections): Hannani, Mannani, and Dayyani.

Notably, the arrangement of poets’ biographies in Ka'be Erfan differs from that in
Arafat-ul-Asheqin. While Arafat-ul-Asheqin organizes biographies alphabetically by the
poets' pen names or surnames and then subdivides them into the three classes
(Motaghademin, Motavasetin, Motakherin), Ka'be Erfan first categorizes poets by these
three classes and then arranges them alphabetically within each class. Additionally, the
extant manuscripts of Ka'be Erfan include only the biographies of Motaghademin poets,
suggesting that Owadi may not have completed the sections for the other two classes.

4. Conclusion

Owadi omitted certain biographies from Arafat-ul-Asheqin in Ka'be Erfan and
excluded some poetic evidences. He limited the mention of introductory harmonies and
titles at the beginning of biographies to a few instances and altered the order of some
biographies. Moreover, he restructured sentences and poetic citations of certain poets,
referencing only parts of the original Arafat-ul-Asheqin content.

Significant differences between Ka'be Erfan and Arafat-ul-Ashegin—which
underscore the need for further correction and research—include the presence in Ka'be
Erfan of some biographies absent from Arafat-ul-Ashegin. These may be additions made
by Owadi after completing Arafat-ul-Asheqin, hesitations in quoting certain materials, or
revisions of vocabulary and syntax in some biographies. Additionally, Owadi included
Madde-Tarikh (poetic death dates) for some poets, a valuable addition.

Furthermore, Ka'be Erfan contains more accurate records that either complement or
confirm the contents of Arafat-ul-Asheqin, although editors of Arafat-ul-Asheqin have
not utilized Ka'be Erfan in their corrections.
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