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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mu'tazilism, as one of the main theological currents in the Islamic world, has
discussed causation, its branches and examples, in the form of various
theological topics such as creation, ability, will and action of God and man in
direct and indirect actions, which extracting and analyzing their opinions has a
great contribution in understanding the course of philosophical and theological
thinking of this sect, and also shows their intellectual influence from other
thinkers.

Mu'tazilites of Basra and Baghdad, each divided into two groups, the earlier
and the later, have common and sometimes different opinions about the
definition and explanation of the concept of causality and its types, the branches
of the rule of causality, the criterion of effect’s need for a cause and the method
of causality of God and man.

Methods

In this article, an attempt has been made using library search method to extract
the viewpoints of prominent Mu'tazili scholars from their authentic works in the
discussion of causality, its branches, and its examples, and while explaining the
common opinions, show their intra-sectarian differences.

Findings

Mu'tazilites differ among themselves on many issues such as the rule of unity
(al-wahid), God's causality with regard to substances and accidents, how bodies
survive and perish, what is ability, and human causality in indirect actions. Also,
some of them have come close to the views of philosophers in discussions such
as the rule of unity and the criterion of effect’s need for a cause.

Conclusion

Mu'tazilites use the term "‘illat" in the meaning of "changer of attribute and state
of a thing", and the term "sabab" in the meaning of "cause that gives existence".
In their opinion, there is a necessary relationship between"‘illat" and "ma‘alul",
unlike "sabab" and "musabbab". They believe that "sabab" and "musabbab "can
be attributed to agent, but they suppose that the realization of "ma‘alul" cannot
be attributed to the free agent. Mu'tazilites use another term called "tawlid"
which means “sababiyyat”, with a difference that "tawlid" is specific to indirect
acts.

From the point of view of Mu'tazila, God is the efficient cause of the world,
i.e. its creator, and all his actions have a final cause. Most of them interpret the
material cause as atomic components and replace “accident” instead of the
Aristotelian form, and therefore they do not believe in the Aristotelian potency
and act. Mu'tazili theologians explain metaphysical causality with creation,
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bringing into being, and production in time (ihdath), and regarding the natural
causality of bodies, some of them attribute it to God, while others consider the
natural action of bodies to be independent of God's will.

They consider the necessary relationship between cause and effect to be true
in natural causation, not in existence-giving causation, and they consider this
necessity to be specific to necessitated and involuntary causes. The expressions
of Mu'tazilites theologians show the acceptance of the principle of isochronism
between cause and effect, as well as the "converse of the rule of unity (al-
Wahid)"; But they disagree about the rule of unity. Many Mu'tazilites scholars
consider “coming into being” (huduth) as the criterion for the need of beings for
the cause, but some of their ancient and later ones, implicitly or explicitly,
consider "possibility" as the criterion for the need of the effect for the cause.

Mu'tazila believe that God has no involvement in direct human actions,
although some of them believe that God has power over the actions of his
servants, and others believe that God is not described by this power. About
God's causality relative to bodies, some of them consider the mentioned
causality to be specific only to essence of bodies, and some others consider this
causality to be both in essence and accident. Among the Mu'tazilites, there is a
difference of opinion about need of bodies for “sustaining cause”; although the
potentiality of annihilation of bodies is accepted by all of them. Mu'tazilites
believe that God's causality relative to the world is from creation (ihdath) type
and existentiating from non-existent (temporal) and therefore they believe that
the world is a temporal occurrence.

Most Mu'tazilites believe that ability is before action. They accept the
causality of man in relation to direct actions; But due to the existence of free will
for humans, they do not consider this relationship necessary. Many Mu'tazilites
theologians have accepted the causality of humans in relation to indirect
(mutawallid) actions; But some of them do not consider humans as the cause and
actor of indirect actions.
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