Shenakht is a persian word which means knowledge

Shenalkht

Print ISSN: 2008-7322 Online ISSN: 2588-7203

Priority of the Political Over Philosophy; A Metaphilosophical
Approach of Richard Rorty's Pragmatism

Reza Nasiri Hamed *

I Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Social Sciences, University of Tabriz, Iran.
Email: r.nasirihamed@tabrizu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received: 28 July 2025
Accepted: 7 September 2025
Published: 21 September 2025

Keywords:

language, solidarity,
correspondence, Rorty,
Darwin

Metaphilosophy is a critical reflection and evaluation on the nature of philosophy.
In particular, the new reading of pragmatism, emphasizing the issue of language,
is placed in this area. In this regard, Richard Rorty reviews the traditional
assumptions of philosophy in its general and classical sense and shows how the
redefinition of philosophy in recent times has been influenced by various
epistemological fields, including empirical science. Here, the vertical relationship
between philosophy and other human knowledge has faded and philosophy is
placed in a horizontal and interactive relationship with various human
knowledges. One of the most important effects of such an approach is particularly
visible in political philosophy, where, due to the ground-breaking perspective of
new pragmatism, categories such as good, truth, and many other fundamental
concepts of philosophy are reinterpreted and fundamentally revised, resulting in
the primacy of contradiction and conflict without believing that such a conflict
can be resolved and necessarily lead to a new synthesis; instead of eliminating
the conflict between competing views, efforts are made to manage them in society
by relying on solidarity. All of these cases require the provision of insights for
reflection on the function of philosophy in close relation to the field of political
and social action, which, by making the sources of contemporary philosophizing
more concrete, has taken into account factors such as biological and physical
requirements and, in particular, desire, alongside the previous components of
philosophy namely free will and reason.
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Extended Abstract

Metaphilosophy is a critical reflection and evaluation on the nature of philosophy. One of
the important metaphilosophical approaches is the insight that not only does the conflict
between theory and practice not disappear and is not resolved by the priority of theory over
practice, but it is the practical requirements that influence and sometimes determine the
field of theory. In particular, the new reading of pragmatism, emphasizing language, is
located in this area. In this regard, Richard Rorty reviews the traditional assumptions of
philosophy in its general and classical sense and shows how the redefinition of philosophy
in recent times has been influenced by various epistemological fields including empirical
science. Here, the vertical relationship between philosophy and other human knowledge
has faded and philosophy is placed in a horizontal and interactive relationship with various
human knowledges. In the political philosophy of new pragmatism, categories such as
goodness, truth, and many other fundamental philosophical concepts are reinterpreted. The
realization of such a thing requires rethinking the function of philosophy in relation to and
interaction with politics. To this end, new pragmatism, with an approach increasingly to
concrete matters such as biological components and corporeality, has placed human
instincts and desires in particular, beyond rational reflections and the emphasis of classical
philosophical systems on reason and free will. Philosophy in the past had a very wide
scope, which, with the specialization of various human sciences, has led to a review of both
the nature of philosophy and its relationship to other components of human knowledge,
including political consciousness. In the new pragmatism represented by Rorty, clear and
direct political implications are prominent, focusing on the practical results of thought and
political activism. Rorty insists on eliminating metaphysical foundations from the study of
politics as much as possible in his critical approach to philosophy. In the meantime, his
goal is to directly confront politics and to give primacy to effective and, of course, useful
political action. This issue has significant implications for political philosophy and, of
course, the field of metaphilosophy that precedes it. Metaphilosophy specifically considers
the nature of philosophy and various issues related to it, including the mission, nature and
method of philosophizing, which has become even more important in the present day and
in parallel with the crises presented to philosophy. Metaphilosophy is the question of the
nature of philosophy. One aspect of such a question concerns the descriptive dimension
and places ontology and epistemology at the center of its attention. In addition,
metaphilosophy, as a normative concept, discusses the requirements of philosophical
reflection. If in conventional philosophy, by adopting a transcendental stance from tangible
and objective phenomena, matters such as the nature and intrinsic and contingent properties
are examined, in metaphilosophy the foundation of these categories and how they are
formed, developed and validated are studied. Richard Rorty believes that philosophers
generally believe that philosophy, as their specialized field, discusses eternal or timeless
issues, which include a range of diverse topics, including the validity and legitimacy of
knowledge claims. Classical philosophy believes that knowledge about the human mind
and consciousness can be obtained based on attention to the foundations of knowledge.
This is while Rorty believes that philosophical problems are posed by certain assumptions
or vocabulary, many of which are not problems but pseudo-problems that have emerged as
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a result of the unconscious adoption of the assumptions embedded in the vocabulary and
therefore, instead of asking the problems, one should question their assumptions.
Considering that philosophy should be the thinking of the present in the context of history,
Rorty believes that various philosophical movements and their ways of dealing with
problems may have been effective at one time but have now lost their effectiveness. What
defines the right thing is justification, which is not in accordance with something objective
and outside our minds, but is directed towards the audience. Rorty argues that in order to
think about philosophy and criticize its current state, we must move away from the category
of systematizing philosophers who want to provide a specific intellectual system to explain
everything based on objectivism. In response to this situation, he proposes a method called
irony, which can be considered equivalent to satire, mockery or humor. The liberal ironist
believes that the liberal utopia is not something that expresses the inherent nature of man,
the end of history, or the will of God, but rather this utopia is the best idea that individuals
have designed and established based on their own goals. The ironist position is close to the
content of anti-foundationalism. In contrast to the metaphysicians, Rorty calls himself and
his fellow thinkers anti-Platonists, anti-metaphysicians, anti-foundationalists and
sometimes anti-dualists, rather than the relativists that his rivals apply to them. The ironist
not only criticizes other ideas, but also always considers the possibility of error in his own
thinking. Such a person always considers the possibility that everything may appear good
or bad in a re-description. In fact, what is established as the essential and inherent meanings
and connotations for phenomena is considered a historical matter that has been put together
in a random and accidental way and has constructed a meaning. In contrast, the ironist is
suspicious of the metaphysical metaphor, i.e., the vertical view from above, and instead
pursues the historical metaphor, i.e., the horizontal view from below. Although Rorty
acknowledges the progress of science, he is opposed to attaching to it a color of
essentialism or metaphysical judgment and to imagining that our intellectual effort has
been able to reach a truth behind the apparent phenomena. In Rorty’s pragmatism, language
and words do not imply something intrinsic or authentic or objective truth beyond their
use. Just as man is a toolmaker and creates various means to achieve his goals, he also uses
language and words to better achieve his goals. From Darwinian perspective, is based on
the fact that the main characteristic of man is not his speech and reason that distinguish
him from other creatures, but his ability to better adapt to the surrounding environment
and, so to speak, to cope with its requirements. Rethinking Political Philosophy The
dominant model in classical philosophy was the precedence of opinion over action and the
requirement that the practical realm be subordinate to the theoretical realm. This has
changed in many modern approaches. For example, Pragmatism from an epistemological
and methodological perspective, that theories should begin with actions and that theory,
while maintaining a close relationship with action. Rorty believes that the moral progress
made throughout history in the direction of human solidarity is not necessarily the result
of recognizing a central self or a human essence in the nature of individuals. Adopting a
pragmatic approach and breaking with previous metaphysical foundations has led Rorty to
prioritize the need to eliminate human pain and suffering, and to dismiss everything that
was categorized based on previous traditional differences between humans, whether ethnic,
tribal, religious, racial, or even customary, and then considered them to be essential and
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essential. Indeed, the centrality of community life, especially in the moral and political
realms, and especially the achievement of a proper self-image, is more important than the
preoccupation with epistemological issues. The axis of Rorty’s metaphilosophy is the
transition from fruitless abstraction to reference to real and concrete life and the integration
of theory into practice. Therefore, pragmatism as a metaphilosophy is a philosophical
reflection on how philosophizing should be done in its correct form. The redefinition of
the mission of philosophy for Rorty, like any other thinker, cannot be free from political
motivations; in contrast to Plato, who, with his transcendental perspective, thought about
the realization of a single and unified city, Rorty envisions a utopia that welcomes a
plurality of citizens with different belief bases and, in his words, different final vocabulary.
The contemporary pluralistic society not only acknowledges diversity, but also believes
that the possibility of unifying and unifying all social diversity is neither possible nor
desirable. In particular, Rorty, who emphasizes the reduction of suffering and the
resolution of real problems and difficulties affecting societies, does not sympathize with
such a unifying mechanism. More than the desire to judge the truth, late pragmatism
pursues a society with decent institutions that focuses on the coexistence and interaction
of individuals with an emphasis on the need to reduce individual suffering. This radical
critique of philosophy does not mean the death of philosophy but its effort to provide a
perspective that can guide action. Thus Pragmatism does not base politics on metaphysical
principles as human nature. In such a situation, the importance of literary and artistic genres
for expressing human suffering is greater than abstract philosophizing.
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. private and public

. social hope
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. altruism

. more reasonable

. will to power

. libidinal impulses

. by itself

. primordiality

0 . the nonrelational, absolute character
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. our essential humanity

. all the surrogates for God

. moral progress

. core self

. human essence

. antagonism towards Platonism
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. already existing Truth

. idle abstraction

7.integrating theory with practice

8 . how philosophy is properly done
9 . unified city

10 . final vocabularies
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