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The central question of this article revolves around how Suhrwardi
establishes his political thought based on the realities of the existing
world, rather than, as is commonly believed, on the relationships of an
imaginary realm. The authors contend that a careful study of
Suhrwardi’s political philosophy reveals he developed his [lluminative
Philosophy, especially its political aspect, as a direct response to the
political and social crises of his time. He identified the most significant
problem with the politics of his era as its reliance on force. Through his
unique perspective, he elucidated the logic of Illuminative Politics in
opposition to this force-based approach. In this article, we aim to
demonstrate what conceptual tools Suhrwardi employed to counter the
dominant, force-based worldview of his time and how, using these tools,
he challenged the very edifice of authoritarian governance. The research
methodology used in this article is descriptive-analytical. The findings
and results of this study indicate that in his Illuminative Politics,
Suhrwardi sought to identify elements that would allow him to
challenge the structure of force-based politics. Illuminative Politics,
centered on collective cooperation based on a system of needs, deriving
the political from this system of needs, public welfare stemming from
the rational structure of the world, collective justice, and civic and
political ethics, ultimately positions itself as a distinct alternative to
force-based politics.
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Extended Abstract

Suhrwardi's political thought explores the relationship between human existence in this world and
the political realm. He developed his political theory to address the political and social crises of his
era by emphasizing the crucial role of the political sphere in mediating between the human
community and its moral state. His focus on the human community and moral virtue forms the core
of his opposition to force-based politics, which completely disregards these principles. To fully
grasp this concept, it's helpful to first briefly explain the historical context in which Suhrwardi
formulated his political ideas.

Suhrwardi was born into a time when the Islamic society faced both internal and external
threats. On one hand, the Abbasid Caliphate was engaged in conflicts with the Ayyubids and
Ismailis. On the other, the formidable threat of the Crusades, a major conflict with Christians,
severely impacted the Islamic world and jeopardized its stability. Suhrwardi believed that the
solution to the instability in Islamic society and the governments of his time lay in reforming their
underlying theoretical structures. The governments of his era were highly religious, fanatical, and
ruled by force. The wars of that period were primarily fueled by religious and sectarian prejudices.
The Ayyubids harbored Shafii-Ash'ari fanaticism (Ibn Khallikan, Vol. 6, 1364: 268-272), while the
Ismailis emphasized reason and esoteric knowledge. Similarly, the Crusader conflicts between the
Muslim Ayyubids and the Christians were fundamentally rooted in religious zealotry.

Suhrwardi's political thought emerged amidst these profound political and social crises. To
remedy the political crisis of the Caliphate, Suhrwardi believed that his vision of illuminative
politics would guarantee society's transcendence of the crisis brought on by force-based
governance. The political crises and the weakening of the central authority under the Abbasid and
later Ayyubid Caliphates, which were a consequence of force-based politics, stemmed from these
governments' emphasis on the personal interests of the caliph and sultan over the interests of the
people, their rejection of reason, their sole reliance on force-based Sharia, and consequently, their
promotion of religious divisions.

In his illuminative politics, Suhrwardi targets these elements that weaken central authority. By
rejecting the dominance-oriented perspective and by emphasizing the welfare of the people over
that of the caliph and sultan, alongside reason-centered politics, he sought to navigate the political
and social crises of the Caliphate and offer a robust solution to his contemporary problems. In
illuminative politics, instead of political governance being derived from the caliph's forceful will
and distributed throughout society, the rational structures of the universe become the foundation
for governing human society. He viewed the existing, fragmented governments as a sign of
weakness in those societies, considering governmental diversity as a symptom of their deviation
from truth. He envisioned the true government as a unified one, led by a divinely wise philosopher
or, in Sufi terms, a Qutb. This leader, due to their superior knowledge and rationality, would rule
over all others and establish a universal government. Thus, for Suhrwardi, the multiplicity of
governments leads to insecurity, crisis, and conflict.

In the realm of political thought, before Suhrwardi, there were attempts to justify the theory of
the Caliphate. Prior to Suhrwardi, Sharia-based writings aimed to legitimize the Caliphate. Notably,
Al-Mawardi in his crucial work Al-Ahkam al-Sultaniyya and subsequently Al-Ghazali in Nasihat
al-Muluk, sought to systematically explain Islamic political theory (siyasat shar'i) and justify the
continuation of the Caliphate within the framework of force-based politics.

Instead of seeking genuine solutions to the problems within the Caliphate and offering theories
to overcome political and social decline, Al-Mawardi and Al-Ghazali's Islamic political theory
aimed to justify the existing system. They endeavored to establish the theoretical conditions for the
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continuation of the status quo and to endorse the Caliphate. Therefore, Suhrwardi's efforts in
formulating Illuminative Politics were, in essence, an attempt to challenge the Islamic political
theory that figures like Al-Mawardi, Al-Ghazali, and others had developed.

Of course, it's important to note that Suhrwardi, by aligning religious law (Sharia) with reason
and not limiting humanity's connection to the divine after the end of prophecy, links the
determination of public welfare to the perfect human intellect. He assesses public welfare based on
both religious law and reason. This approach ensures that the discernment and application of public
welfare in society don't become based on force. Instead, it opens the path to such a position for
every human being, rejecting the monopolistic tendencies characteristic of authoritarian regimes.

Another crucial point is that Suhrwardi's concept of public welfare, unlike that in Greek
tradition or the modern era which was often tied to the interests of the city-state, is deeply connected
to ethics. Public welfare, for him, is less concerned with material systems and more with guiding
human lives toward a luminous world, ultimately leading them to the Source of Light (Nur al-
Anwar). Since he identifies detachment from the material world and reaching the World of Lights
as the ultimate goal of human life, he views public welfare in alignment with behaviors and rules
that help individuals detach from material attachments (Suhrwardi, Vol. 3, 1380: 435).

From what has been discussed, it's clear that Suhrwardi's political thought emerged in direct
opposition to force-based politics. In his writings, he strives to challenge the foundations of such
governance and, in its place, establish the theory of llluminative Politics (Hikmat al-Ishraq). For
Suhrwardi, the political sphere is inherently linked to a community of human beings who have
gathered together out of shared needs to form a human collective. Recognizing the natural
interdependence of individuals, Suhrwardi believes that the realization of a political community
necessitates collective participation and cooperation. He thus assigns a significant role to collective
cooperation within the political realm. Suhrwardi deduces the political order from the formation of
the human community itself. He then introduces the concept of an individual who manages the just
relationships of human needs, transitioning to the idea of a ruling sage (hakim) who possesses
political authority. According to this view, the governance of the political sage sustains the system
of needs based on rational laws. This implies that for the system of needs to be organized rationally
and effectively, it requires the will of the political sage. Consequently, the political realm logically
precedes the realm of the human community. He also connects the concept of justice with collective
cooperation due to its fundamental role in forming the political system. Suhrwardi identifies the
realm of the human community as the first stage of political thought, characterized primarily by
self-interest. This initial stage is intended to evolve into an ethical system through the process of
political development, where the core elements are love and altruism. In other words, human
interactions would be governed by virtue rather than individual interests. According to Suhrwardi,
to transition from a system of human communal needs to ethically-driven relationships, an
intermediary is required. He identifies this intermediary as the political realm. He asserts that for
humans to move from the initial state of a needs-based system to an altruistic ethical state, they
need a political sage. This sage, through the rational administration of human relations, elevates
the initial condition to an ideal one. Therefore, ethics in Suhrwardi's political view cannot be
conceived as merely individual ethics; an individual cannot achieve inner refinement without
entering into the political order. For this reason, Suhrwardi, like the Aristotelian tradition, believes
in civic ethics. An important aspect to note in Suhrwardi's political thought is his earthly conception
of political relations. Contrary to popular belief, he does not attempt to construct an imaginary
structure for political order. For him, the realm of politics has a completely objective dimension.
This is because he roots the political in a tangible and real-world context. Since he deduces the
political from the system of needs, he invalidates any notion of the political being imaginary,
linking it instead to the concept of needs within this worldly life. Due to this worldly understanding
of politics, he explains the political order in terms of public interests. He believes that divine laws,
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by observing the common good of humanity, will pave the way for a truly happy and fulfilling life
for society. This emphasis on aligning divine law with the public interests of society is another
component that positions Suhrwardi's political thought in direct opposition to force-based
perspectives.
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