-- Hekmat va Falsafeh------ ) ATU
Vol. 21, No.82, Summer 2025, P 237-266 ?O?
wph.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/wph.2025.84529.2292

Challenges of Naturalism in Social Science Methodology

PhD in Islamic Economics Philosophy of Allameh

Payam Fazli ) |‘ Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the new issues that has emerged in the new philosophy in the
social sciences is the unifying approach to these sciences. Influenced
by the admirable and admirable progress of the natural sciences in the
last few centuries, this mentality has prevailed in the scientific
community, which must be benefited from the method of natural
sciences in order to achieve similar progress in the social sciences.
Since there seems to be distinctions between the subject of the natural
and social sciences, the use of this method leads to some philosophical
and methodological questions. The main question of whether the
method used in the natural sciences can be the same in the social-
human sciences. Doesn't the complexity of human and human
societies make distinctions between the natural and social sciences
and the specific methodology of the social sciences?

The answer to these questions by different philosophical
approaches is different, but in general we have two important
approaches in this regard. The first approach advocates a
methodological unity that has an unified view of the nature of
different sciences. This group mainly uses the positivist and empirical
methods of the natural sciences in the social sciences. The second
approach does not consider naturalism to be sufficient in the social
sciences and speaks of a specific social science methodology that this
methodology must be subject to the subject of human studies and
complex human relationships.
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This article, while explaining the evidence of the naturalist group
in support of the method of naturalism and criticizing the challenges
ahead of a modified and critical approach, called Critical Naturalism.
Critical naturalism in the social sciences departs from positivist and
reduced approaches to the sciences, which do not pay attention to the
distinctions between the natural sciences and the social sciences, but
uses rational and rational nature as one of the methods of social
sciences along with other additional methods.

Research Question(s)

The question is an important philosophical question whether the
naturalistic approach of the natural sciences can be applied to the
social sciences? What challenges will we adopt this methodology in
the social sciences?

2. Literature Review
Two important historical traditions can be seen in the history of this
important discussion:

Naturalist tradition; Which is usually considered science in its
compliance with positivist principles. Generally, this method is
summarized in the method of empiricism, and given the importance of
this stream in the sciences, an important and inextricable link between
naturalism and positivist current is formed.

In contrast, the rival tradition of an anti -naturalist Hermeneutical
approach; It is based on radical distinction between the methodology
of natural and social sciences that originates from the idea of radical
distinction between their subjects.

3. Methodology

In this article, critical analysis is used. Important perspectives on the
subject are critically evaluated, and finally the method adopted in this
article and the necessity of adopting this methodological approach are
discussed and examined.

4, Results
Naturalism can be used as a method along with complementary
methods in the social sciences
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5. Discussion

The social sciences are faced with a complicated issue. Do they act the
same way in the face of the natural sciences or do they follow a
different order? Should they integrate into the natural sciences or
pursue different methodology and goals? It is not undeniable that the
social sciences are different from some aspects and areas of the
natural sciences, and some factors in the community or institutions
may affect his or her performance (Freezer, 1995: 279). These
considerations have led to some anti -realist approach. We use the
concept of critical naturalism to adopt a reasonable approach in social
science methodology. This concept can be taken into consideration in
several ways; Because it deals with the process of empiricism in the
natural sciences and uses the methods of natural sciences in the social
sciences, and in some ways, it has taken into account the important
criticism of the currents of naturalism and consider the specific
distinctions between the natural sciences and the social sciences.

6. Conclusion

1- There is a notion among many that naturalism considers equivalent
to positivist current. Although there is a lot of communication
between the two streams, the two are not equivalent.

2. Positive and reduced currents do not pay attention to the specific
distinctions between the natural sciences and the social sciences,
which is why they are not adequately compatible with the essence and
nature of the social sciences.

3. Depending on what to determine or explain which is the purpose of
the social sciences or how much the importance of theory in the
scientific process, it can play a decisive role in our methodology in the
social sciences.

4. The best method suggested in this article is the discussion of critical
naturalism. This methodology, while aware of the importance of the
natural sciences and its benefits in these sciences, is far from positivist
or reduced currents in the social sciences.

5. Critical naturalism is described as one of the proposed methods in
the social sciences, but contrary to many naturalists, it is not proposed
as a monopoly method in these sciences, but also advocates different
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methods of naturalism as well as the exclusive methods of social
science as complementary methods.

Keywords: Naturalism, Anti-Naturalism, Positivist Approach,
Reductionism, Critical Naturalism.
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3. Natural Sciences
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1. Critical naturalism
2. Interpretivism
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1. Transcendental realism



YOF | b ¢ plaiml psle (ol 3 53 ) S b sla

3L ) e Ll 655 (oo odaal sl el IVUzal 6 55l 5 ey (0 (IS (S0t 8
S50 55 2 Kl Sl a4 1) b Ll ol il g g ol ST ol
Slmdly au LU L Sldalin 05 Gl sae S Godeld pl ay Ol y O o
S o sl B IS g et T 55 0T Gl sl ) (G500 § 8 b 5 ol Jnd
S St Sl S i S 5 A8 Sl i 48 ) e O 5
ibie gdllie uix Samal Vel 534S Jbe 55 548 as Jeols ST (a5
lwly 53 Ken SVl a5 5 L1150 5 beaslS 5,8 o &0
3,80 Ml ml gl 53 0Ll s e Ll tlen S oIl (Bl sl b5
;,l,\,;\,s.-_wlj_i(ﬂ@gtﬂ\wta,\wﬁﬁ.x\aﬁﬁﬁ\,6:“);
S ey b g2 59 ke Sla a5 UST o Cao 5 (5,0l 15 OT 5 azdls
LPY=FF YV (JLS ¢ )

2348 ol ol 5,8 e e i 3 s oS (e 3Ll o e Lol
LS 1y Lo b jan (6 -8 IS8 (Slin o Sl 2 o s 55055y (sl )
Lol ol o JolSS 5 4 3 IS8 Lo 213 457 ol Sl o8 0k xSl 1 5 das oo
g Bl A Bl ey WIS el B s B s S B e O Sdme g i
Sl Lo Sldalie oled) 1 5 oa (59 23,03 pold @28y 4y a3 (5 e Bl
(IS 4 3m) ol Dl b 5 Sl Coaini LS 5 il L iitiyls (6
YOV YD Y-

On pled 5 COLL 4 0l BB sl bluw s &S il oy ps RS
Sl psde aden 5l 5 Calizes psle 61 1) )L 0L SIS oo = lae p ole
b Laosl 58 5 U ks Sl 48 Sl Cmays s b Cmal 05,5 slou
S s S S S p e Coale Lal ki o AT 4 Sl
375500 o=l 65 S LS, @L«&%Lﬁ—wx—suouwl—ewb—%

o A5 S e Ol e Sos pade o oS08 e Sl AU i 25



VEF Olewl | AY o L] P&,Mdul Al g Gl oo anlilad | Yo

Wl ods olazl e e 55 St S5 4o amte Jsiine b 5,505 (pl 561
03 5 ol et Lo 55 53 Jpinall 5 A5 mdsn o) 4y Cad o5 (2SS
Gl psle o Dl s K ss cpl Callie Ol il 51 (5 0 45 ol
pode 45T A8 e Ol e g ails olzdl ST 155,80, cpl 5 03,8 05l acb
.@l)\;)j_;ﬁu_,.:,br}lgg@g;@,mwu‘;,,,@uj\ &l
JSB sl gr il s reb psle o b 555 2,8055 ) Sl o (S
poe Oldietils o (ws3b B,y 3T s e 02 3,50 55 ol 5 i (oo
pobe Coale b (owlis i) (nl S G pmiar Sl ek p el b3y 5 55 olan!
OL 518t olisl (B35 5,055 53 2 g i3l s,l0 o8 5l elas
pe 53 ol Lol g ot 3 sl 71y g ol mde g (V50 DITVD
5 = e e LIS 4 Sl ad S e o S (s e olez]
G e s ,ls am g sl ple ol il b 4y wils ar g elazs]

AYYX0 YA 05, 8) ol il 35 6 s el ol

bl g Jdes -0
LT LT ks 5 55 (o2 i Salis &K L olazl psle o8 sy o0 5
53 o S 1Al L aiS o e LSy i 4 o ke b s
5 &3P ALl L s s plisl oab e e 55 L LaOT LT S o Cons
33 K Sdm s Gl aite o1 8 Connd SUS o JLis | 5 slize Colilal
IS e S (b ple e Sl it ple 65T Sl | shate e el g e
U_x;d@g,&\&uuemﬂ&uggswL;u@)d\,b}
el S 5 As Sslite anks psle e 5 b (S Sl le
YV 11490 ¢y 5 3) desly SIS 5T (o 5, See o Laslg b s plazl s ol se
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1. Explanation
2. Theory
3. Observation
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1. Critical naturalism
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