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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Although ancient technology was not as contentious as modern
technology to warrant independent and systematic thought, it has been
contemplated in various ways throughout history. During the medieval
Islamic period, aside from sporadic philosophical contributions to
metaphysical issues related to technology there exists evidence of a
more popular discourse on technology that has been overlooked until
now. The core of this non-philosophical thought is reflected in the
futuwwa treatises or futuwwat-namas, which are sectarian texts of
Sufism. Futuwwa refers to sects or groups formed from the connection
between the ayyari, the pre-Islamic Iranian chivalric or brotherhood
organization, and Sufism in the early Islamic centuries. The beliefs
and norms of this group, which permeated various social classes,
including craftsmen, were documented in concise and often popular
treatises from the 5th to the 14th century AH. This paper focuses on
the mythical aspects of these treatises and seeks to address the
differences in Islamic versions of the anthropogenic myth as part of
the cosmogonic myth. In fact, through this examination, this study
reveals a segment of Islamic thought on technology that has not
previously been explored from the perspective of the philosophy of
technology. It investigates the general theme or implication of the
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anthropogenic myth as narrated in futuwwa treatises. To achieve this,
two methods—narrative analysis and thematic analysis—are
employed, which correspond to the syntactic and semantic levels of a
narrative text, respectively, and are conducted in three stages: (1)
analyzing the narrative structure of the entire myth into its kernel
narratives and constituent propositions, providing a basis for
comparing different versions; (2) identifying the syntactic components
of the myth in general futuwwa version as well as how these
components are combined in each specific version across the three
futuwwa classes; and (3) comparing individual futuwwa treatises to
clarify themes regarding commonalities or recurring patterns among
these narratives as a general theme of futuwwa.

In the first and second stages, it becomes clear that the Islamic
version of this myth, which is generally characterized by the figure of
Adam in Semitic religions, differs from the Jewish version in several
respects. Furthermore, it consists of a distinct set of various versions
mentioned in the Quran, Hadith, historiography, and Sufism (futtuwa-
namas). Specifically, (1) only in some histories, hadith collections and
futuwwa treatises the myth of Adam is mentioned; (2) only in the
Quran a single version is presented; (3) only in the histories a
complete version is provided; (4) the versions in hadith collections
and futuwwa treatises are neither singular nor complete; and (5) Some
kernel narratives are mentioned in the Quran and the histories but are
not included in futuwwa treatises, while some are mentioned in
futuwwa but not in the others. Nevertheless, the futuwwa version itself
comprises three distinct versions, each related to one of the social
classes: soldiers, Sufis, and craftsmen. In the treatises of these classes,
the components of the myth of Adam are presented in a scattered and
fragmented manner, with each class’s version covering only part of
the narrative chain.

In the third stage, by comparing individual treatises, it becomes
evident that the differences among these versions are shaped by kernel
narratives concerning Adam'’s creation, sanctification, disobedience,
repentance, and pilgrimage. However, their commonality lies in
narratives that depict the action of creating something (a skill, tool, or
rite), which can be termed creation narratives. This shared aspect or
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theme appears in various forms across the treatises, with its main
pattern being: “Adam encounters a problem. Gabriel provides and/or
teaches Adam a skill and/or technological tool. The problem is
resolved”. Some—or most—of the narratives are recorded during
Adam's stay on Earth, such as the emergence of clothing-making and
agricultural skills. Others have been appended to seemingly unrelated
parts of the myth, such as the emergence of ma riki giri, a theatrical
power display, and a chair as its tool added to the action of Adam's
sanctification or the emergence of the skill of shaving related to
Adam's height reduction or the emergence of covering garments
associated with his act of repentance. Some are also recorded in
different places within various treatises across several parts of the
myth, such as skills related to archery, butchery and slaughtering,
shaving (or barbering), and felt-making.

The futuwwa version reveals significant syntactic and semantic
differences compared to other Islamic versions of the myth, such that
the individual treatises of futuwwa, each of which mentions only
some—not all—of the actions of the myth, are limited to narratives that
share a common theme of creation. However, their differences never
express independent content; rather, they serve as introductions or
contexts for presenting those shared narratives. Thus, the entire myth of
Adam is reduced into creation narratives or mythems, whereas in other
versions, particularly in histories, there is no reduction in the structure
of the myth or assignment of different values to its components.
Therefore, according to this reduction of the myth in futuwwa version,
the main theme of this myth is no longer the creation of humanity—as
seen in the versions of the Quran and histories—but rather the
emergence of technology. Although some of these mythological
narratives about the emergence of technology are also found in histories
and their structural patterns is derived from narratives about the creation
of rites in Sufi treatises, the futuwwa version represents more than just a
simple modification of these older narratives.

Keywords: Technology, Anthropogenic Myth, Tasawwuf, Futuwwa,
Futuwwat-Nama.
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