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Abstract

Secular science rests on multiple philosophical foundations. Among its ontological bases are the
denial of the final cause and the predominance of a mechanistic outlook on the human being and
the world. The main aim of this article is to examine the effect of this basis on the seculariza-
tion of the modern sciences. Using a descriptive—analytical method, the paper argues that set-
ting aside the final cause has been among the most consequential influences on secular science.
Although many modern scientists accepted God as efficient cause, the denial of God as the final

cause of the world decisively contributed to the sidelining of teleological concepts. The rejection
of final causality is, on the one hand, shaped by the substitution of Francis Bacon’s conception of
the aim of science, the primacy of mathematics, and a misinterpretation of causation; and, on the
other, it paves the way for deism, determinism, nihilism, and the weakening of moral values and
theological beliefs-each playing a significant role in secularizing the sciences. The article also
addresses the logical and epistemological difficulties associated with denying the final cause.
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