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Research Objective: To explain the challenges arising from the imposition of
imprisonment for prisoners convicted under the criminal title of "deviant educational or
propaganda activity contrary to or contrary to the holy law of Islam" (approved in 1399)
and to provide mitigating solutions for these challenges.

Research Method: This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method.
Findings: The study shows that the most important challenges of imprisonment for this
category of prisoners are:

1. Criminalization of the prison environment. 2- Adverse impact on the prisoner's
socialization process. 3- Adverse impact on the family and community economy

In response to these challenges, the following solutions were identified:

1- For the challenge of criminalization of prison: persuasive measures and solutions
based on specialized classification of prisoners.

2- For the challenge of impaired socialization: support solutions with a psychological
approach.

3- For the economic challenge: support solutions with an economic approach.

Conclusion: An evaluation of these strategies in comparison with the “Executive
Regulations of the Prisons Organization Approved in 1400 shows that despite the
presence of positive components, this regulation has significant shortcomings in the field
of mitigating the challenges of imprisonment for deviant prisoners. The most important
of these shortcomings are: 1- The lack of specific provisions for persuasive strategies
related to these prisoners. 2- The lack of specialized relevance in the decisions of the
Prison Classification Council. 3- Silence on psychological-debate strategies. 4- Implicit

permission to interfere with the prisoners’ beliefs in their enjoyment of fair rights.
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1. Introduction

The historical evolution of criminal penalties shows a shift from corporal punishments, once
believed to possess general and specific deterrent effects, to imprisonment, which has become
the most prevalent penalty. However, in recent decades, the adverse effects of imprisonment
have drawn significant criticism from jurists and criminologists. Scholars have concluded that
the efficacy of imprisonment in rehabilitating offenders is not uniform across all conditions and
offenders; in some cases, its harmful consequences outweigh its benefits. This research focuses
specifically on the challenges of applying prison sentences to individuals convicted or accused
under Article 500-bis of the Islamic Penal Code of Iran (criminalizing "deviant educational or
propagandistic activity contrary to or disruptive of the sacred Islam™). The study aims to identify
the principal challenges and evaluate mitigating strategies within the framework of Iran's
current criminal justice system, with a particular focus on the Executive By-Law of the Prisons
Organization (2021).

1-1.Research Questions

. What are the most significant challenges of applying prison sentences to members of deviant
groups (as per Article 500-bis of the Islamic Penal Code)?
. What mitigating strategies for these challenges are provided within Iran's criminal justice
system, particularly in the 2021 Executive By-Law of the Prisons Organization?
To what extent are these strategies adequate and effective, and what shortcomings exist in the
current legal framework?

2. Literature Review

The article is grounded in a rich body of domestic and international literature that critiques the
over-reliance on imprisonment. It references scholars like *Mostoumi” (2007) who question
the uniform effectiveness of prison, and "Ancel™ and "Kiania" who metaphorically describe
prisons as "schools of crime™ or "criminal universities.” The review acknowledges prior work
on the negative socio-economic impacts of incarceration on families and society (e.g.,
Bahremand, 2017; Ataei, 2015) and the psychological effects, such as the hindrance of
resocialization and the "labeling theory" (e.g., Mohammad Nasl, 2022). This study builds
upon this foundation by applying these critical perspectives to the novel context of "deviant

groups” as defined by recent Iranian legislation.
3. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method. It relies on theoretical data and library
resources, including Iranian legal documents (the Islamic Penal Code and the 2021 Executive
By-Law of the Prisons Organization), scholarly books, and peer-reviewed articles. The analysis
involves a critical examination of these sources to identify challenges and evaluate the proposed
legal solutions systematically.

4 .Results

The study identifies three primary challenges of imprisoning members of deviant groups:

Prison as a Crime-Generating Environment: Close interaction among members in prison
can lead to greater cohesion, synergy, and the spread of a deviant subculture, effectively
turning the prison into a platform for strengthening the group.
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Negative Impact on Resocialization: The "criminal label™ attached through imprisonment
reinforces the distinct identity of these individuals, making their reintegration into society
more difficult and increasing the potential for recidivism.

Deleterious Economic Impact: Imprisonment leads to the loss of employment, financial
instability for the offender's family (potentially making them vulnerable to further
radicalization), and imposes significant costs on the state.

5. Conclusion

The application of imprisonment to members of deviant groups faces significant challenges
related to prisonization, resocialization, and economic harm. While the 2021 Executive By-Law
introduces positive institutional mechanisms and acknowledges principles like respect for
beliefs and mental health, it contains critical shortcomings. These include a lack of specific
persuasive measures for deviant groups, non-specialized classification councils, the absence of
a discursive approach for leaders, and a potentially discriminatory clause regarding economic
support. Mitigating the negative effects of imprisonment in these cases requires addressing
these deficiencies through more efficient, logical, and coherent strategies within the legal
framework.
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