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Research Obijective: The main objective of this research is to critique and examine the
assumptions and baseless claims of the book “A Critical Look at the Theoretical
Foundations of Prophethood” by Hojjatollah Nikoei, which has attempted to cast doubt
on the fundamental beliefs of Muslims by raising undocumented doubts, especially in
the areas of the miracle of the Quran, the infallibility of the Quran, and the issue of
finality.

Research Method: This research has evaluated and criticized the author’s assumptions
by adopting an analytical-critical method. In this regard, his arguments regarding the
theoretical foundations of prophethood and criticism of the Quran have been carefully
examined, and its argumentative shortcomings have been revealed.

Findings: The study and critique of the book show that the author’s assumptions and
claims in many cases lack valid argumentative support and are based on incorrect
perceptions. The most important points criticized in this research are:

- Expediency in determining the size of the Holy Quran

- Failure to raise trivial and unimportant issues in the Quran

- Mechanisms for overcoming local and regional issues in the Quran

- The gradual revelation of verses and its role in the dynamics of the Quran

- Wrong assumptions about the Holy Bible

- Inaccurate statement of the reasons for the invalidity of the Testaments

Conclusion: Finally, this research shows that the doubts raised in the book in question
do not have the necessary credibility and are based on incorrect and illogical
assumptions. Therefore, not only can they not have an impact on genuine Islamic beliefs,
but they themselves need to review and correct their intellectual foundations.
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1. Introduction

The contemporary proliferation of communication platforms and social networks has facilitated
the spread of doubts and skepticism towards Islam and the Quran. Among recent works,
Hojjatollah Nikooee's book, "A Critical Look at the Theoretical Foundations of Prophethood,"
stands out for its forceful objections. The book challenges general prophethood, the specific
prophethood of Prophet Muhammad, the historical reliability of the Quran, and, in its fourth
section, makes substantive criticisms of the Quran's content. This article focuses on the
"preliminaries” of this fourth section, which serve as the underlying assumptions for Nikooee's
specific objections..

1-1.Research Questions

This article seeks to answer the following primary question: What are the foundational
epistemological and Quranic assumptions in Nikooee's criticisms, and how can they be
critically evaluated and refuted? Subsidiary questions include:

How do a critic's pre-existing knowledge and presuppositions influence their understanding and
critique of the Quran?
What is the distinction between external and internal (Quranically-derived) presuppositions in
Quranic interpretation?

2. Literature Review

The history of casting doubts on the Quran, prophethood, and revelation is long-standing. In
the modern era, responses to such skepticism have been extensive. Direct responses to
Nikooee's book include online written debates by Mr. Souzanchi and several academic theses.
These theses critically address different sections of Nikooee's work, such as the nature and goals
of prophethood (Zare), the historical reliability of the Quran (Pak Aghideh and Alizamani), and
specific issues like archaeological objections and the language of the Quran (Qorbanpour and
Jaddi). However, a focused critical analysis of the presuppositions presented in the preamble to
the book's fourth section, as undertaken in this article, represents a novel contribution.

3. Methodology

This research employs a critical-analytical methodology. It first establishes a theoretical
framework for the role of "pre-existing knowledge™ (pish-danesteha), "presuppositions™ (pish-
farzha), and "prejudgments” (pish-davari) in the process of understanding any text, particularly
a divine one like the Quran. The study emphasizes the necessity of distinguishing between
external presuppositions (derived from human sciences and personal bias) and internal
presuppositions (derived from the Quran's own discourse). This framework is then applied to
deconstruct and analyze the specific presuppositions identified in the introductory section of
the fourth chapter of Nikooee's book.

4 .Results
The analysis identifies and refutes several key flawed presuppositions in Nikooee's work:

Use of Suggestive Language: Nikooee employs rhetorically charged phrases (e.g., "Can the
Quran withstand the blade of criticism?") to create doubt and preemptively frame the Quran as
flawed.
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Desacralization: The consistent use of non-honorific terms for the Prophet Muhammad and
the Quran represents a deliberate attempt to strip these entities of their sacred status for
Muslims.
Allegation of Causing Discord: Nikooee erroneously claims that the Quran's language is not
clear and eloguent, leading to contradictory interpretations and sectarian strife, thus blaming
the text for the misunderstandings and external factors that historically led to sect formation.

5. Conclusion

The article concludes that the origin of Nikooee's objections lies in his erroneous
epistemological and Quranic presuppositions. While the involvement of pre-existing
knowledge in understanding a text is inevitable, the uncontrolled and dogmatic application of
unexamined external presuppositions leads to fundamentalist skepticism. A proper approach to
the Quran requires a disciplined methodology that differentiates between pre-existing
knowledge, presuppositions, and prejudgments. Crucially, it must prioritize internal,
Quranically-derived presuppositions over external, human-centric ones. By critically
examining the "preliminaries” of Nikooee's critique, this article demonstrates that his
foundational assumptions are methodologically unsound and substantively incorrect, thereby

undermining the credibility of the specific objections he builds upon them.
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