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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article Type: Objective: The purpose of this research is to narrate the pattern of transformation of
Research Article Shiraz University in order to explain and outline the experience of generational or
revolutionary transformation of this university and to provide the possibility of its
objective realization, reconstruction, and reform.
Methods: In this study, narrative research has been used. The research data included
narrative interviews, documents, and memos, which led to the narrative of the
Received: development of Shiraz University through steps such as determining the themes
2025.03.31 of the template, identifying themes, building thematic networks, and integrating

Received in
revised form:

discoveries.
Results: The narrative of university transformation was described in five periods:
(1) Education-centric and empire-building (1930-1988), (2) Research-centric and

2025.07.29 research-oriented program (1988-1999), (3) Entrepreneurial university and shell
Accepted: changes (1999-2019), (4) Wisdom-based and transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary
2025.09.04 policy-making (1999-2022), and (5) The wanderings of transformation; continuity
Published online or reduction (2022-2023).

2025.09.26 Conclusion: The historicity of Shiraz University’s transformation reflects the tension

and competition between two systems: a bureaucratic system with an organizational
and power-oriented approach and a science and technology system with a social and
civilizational approach. Based on the accumulated experience from previous stages,
the three main axes in the university’s transformational movement are: “stabilizing
transformational systems in context”, “developing the capacity for transformational
decisions”, and “developing science and technology governance”, which will guide
the corridor of transformation.
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