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Abstract

Background and aim: In Islamic civilization, hijab is considered a means of
safeguarding human dignity, strengthening social bonds, and preserving moral
values. Observance of hijab has increasingly been recognized worldwide as a
symbol of the emerging modern Islamic civilization. This study examines how hijab,
as a religious-cultural practice, contributes to discourse formation and the
development of Islamic civilization.

Method: This applied research uses a qualitative approach and employs directed
content analysis through semi-structured interviews. Participants were selected
purposefully based on relevant criteria, including university professors in cultural
studies and researchers in Islamic women's issues. A total of 17 experts were
interviewed until theoretical saturation was achieved. Validity was ensured through
the three criteria of credibility, dependability, and confirmability.

Results: To answer the question “How can the culture of hijab be institutionalized in
society?” 66 concepts were categori.ed into 10 themes. In response to “What is the
role of hijab discourse in building Islamic civilization?” 24 concepts were grouped
into 4 themes. Additionally, 39 concepts in 7 themes addressed the question “What
is the role of hijab in Islamic civilization building?”

Conclusion: Participants suggested the promotion of hijab through long-term value
reinforcement, family support, teaching hijab acceptance, awareness-raising,
positive role models, artistic and media promotion, logical reasoning for hijab,
government support, strengthening religious aspects, and attention to aesthetics. The
discourse-building role of hijab in Islamic civilization was highlighted through
showcasing successful veiled women, identity-, religion-, and ethics-based
discourse, non-verbal hijab communication, and media discourse. Hijab’s role in
civilization-building included being a symbol of Islamic civilization, representation
through successful veiled women, stylish and attractive hijab, civilizational
discourse of hijab, veiled women’s presence in global forums, media portrayal of

hijab, and hijab as an identity and civilizational symbol.
K_eyl\_/vor_ds: Hijab, cultural assimilation, institutionalization, discourse formation, Islamic
civilization.
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